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News in brief
Libya minister survives attack 
 
TRIPOLI: The powerful interior minister of 
Libya’s unity government survived an assassina-
tion attempt yesterday on a highway near the cap-
ital Tripoli, an official from his inner circle told AFP. 
Fathi Bashagha’s convoy “was fired on from an 
armored car while he was on the highway. His 
police escort returned fire. Two of the assailants 
were arrested and a third is in hospital,” the source 
said, adding that “the minister is fine”. — AFP 

Erdogan seeks ‘win-win’ ties 
 
ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said Saturday that he wants to forge a 
“win-win” relationship with the US, to end 
years of fractious ties between the NATO allies. 
The Turkish leader stressed that “the common 
interests of Turkey and the United States out-
weigh the differences”. In a video on Twitter, 
Erdogan said “we hope to reinforce our coop-
eration with the new American administration 
on a win-win basis”. — AFP 

SAMI in venture with Lockheed  
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s state arms producer 
signed an agreement yesterday with US con-
tractor Lockheed Martin to form a joint ven-
ture, a statement said. The deal was announced 
by Saudi Arabian Military Industries (SAMI), 
which said it will own 51 percent of the venture, 
as it seeks to boost the kingdom’s military 
capabilities. Lockheed Martin’s vice president 
Timothy Cahill said the deal marked a “major 
milestone” for the US company. — AFP 

UK accelerates vaccine rollout  
 
LONDON: The UK government yesterday 
vowed to offer a first coronavirus vaccine dose 
to every adult by the end of July, as it readied 
to announce a gradual easing of its third lock-
down in England. Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said the faster inoculation campaign would seek 
to offer a first dose to everyone aged over 50 
by mid-April. — AFP  

Stranded expats dismayed by  
11th-hour Kuwait entry ban 

By Ben Garcia 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti authorities late Saturday indefi-
nitely suspended a decision to allow the entry of 
foreigners to Kuwait from Feb 21, which also led to 
the suspension of a decision to allow the entry of 
passengers arriving directly from 35 coronavirus 
high-risk countries. Many expats stranded abroad, 
who had already booked hotel rooms and airline 
tickets, were devastated by the new decision.  

A family from India had booked a three-star hotel 
in Mangaf and had hoped to be in Kuwait by today. 
“They were supposed to come by Feb 22 and had the 
plane tickets. I had also booked their hotel accom-
modation,” said Jins, a family friend. The family was 
not sure whether they would be allowed to fly direct-
ly from India, so they transited in Dubai for 14 days.  

“From Dubai they contacted me to book a three-
star hotel room in Mangaf. According to the hotel 
management, they only had a suite remaining - all 
the standard rooms were fully booked. So I booked 
the suite and paid the whole amount. They also told 
me all hotel bookings nowadays are non-refund-
able,” Jins said.  

Then came the announcement regarding the sus-
pension. “This is very unfortunate for this family. 
They were already struggling financially in Dubai, 
and now they are stranded for weeks. I don’t know 

their next move because apparently they have no 
money at all. I am very concerned for them. This 
sudden change of plan is devastating. But we cannot 
blame the Kuwaiti government, because they are 
also protecting the interests of the entire country 
and the population of Kuwait against COVID-19,” 
Jins said.  

Meanwhile, an Indian restaurant manager told 
Kuwait Times six of their workers are stranded at a 
Dubai hotel. “We hired 20 Indian staff recently, and 
most of them are already in Kuwait. They were 
brought in via Dubai. I have six staff members 
stranded in Dubai for around 30 days now. We are 
paying their expenses, but the problem is we don’t 
know when Kuwait will reopen its borders. 
Probably I will send them back to India until every-
thing is settled,” he said. 

Ronald, a chef who had gone on vacation to the 
Philippines prior to the lockdowns and curfews in 
Feb 2020, decided to come back to Kuwait as per 
his boss’ request. “He arranged everything including 
tickets and hotel quarantine. I had a flight scheduled 
for next week. When I left Kuwait last year, my resi-
dency was newly renewed for two years, so I still 
have a visa. I could fly back to Kuwait anytime, but 
my return was always delayed due to new restric-
tions being implemented. 
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Foreign diplomats, medics exempt • MP questions hotel quarantine decision 

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait has added 33 countries to the 
list of 35 high-risk coronavirus countries, taking 
the total to 68 countries where COVID-19 is con-
sidered to be widespread.  

Yousef Al-Fouzan, Director General of the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation, confirmed 
this new list to Kuwait Times, saying Kuwaitis 
arriving from these countries will spend seven 
days in institutional quarantine, followed by seven 
days of home quarantine. “After lifting the ban on 
foreigner’s entry to Kuwait, passengers from 
these countries will have to spend 14 days in insti-
tutional quarantine,” he told Kuwait Times.  

These 33 new countries are Angola, Bolivia, 
Botswana, Cape Verde, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Ecuador, Eswatini, French Guiana, 
Germany, Guyana, Ireland, Japan, Lesotho, 

Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Paraguay, Portugal, Seychelles, South Africa, 
Surinam, Sweden, Switzerland, Tanzania, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United 
States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. 

This decision was based on the evaluation of 
the global pandemic situation and the high num-
ber of new COVID-19 cases and new variant 
strains of the virus in many countries, in addition 
to the pandemic situation in Kuwait and the 
increasing numbers of cases here. In order to 
protect general health, the health ministry recom-
mended adding these 33 countries to the list. 

Thirty-five other nations have been listed as 
high-risk. Passengers arriving from these coun-
tries have to spend 14 days in a country that is not 
on this list and then come to Kuwait and spend 14 
more days in quarantine. The 35 countries are 
Afghanistan, Argentina, Armenia, Bangladesh, 
Brazil, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Dominican Republic, Egypt, France, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, 
Kosovo, Lebanon, Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro, 
Nepal, North Macedonia, Panama, Pakistan, Peru, 
Philippines, Serbia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Syria, Yemen 
and United Kingdom.

33 countries added  
to list of COVID  
high-risk nations

GAZA: Workers unload boxes of Russian-made Sputnik V vaccine doses from the UAE from a truck upon its 
arrival in the Gaza Strip via the Rafah crossing with Egypt yesterday. — AFP 

TEL AVIV: Israel took a step towards normalcy 
yesterday, re-opening a raft of businesses and serv-
ices from pandemic lockdowns, but with some only 
available to fully vaccinated “green pass” holders. 
Nearly three million people, almost a third of Israel’s 
population, have received the two recommended 
doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech coronavirus vaccine, 
the world’s quickest inoculation pace per capita. 

With a steady flow of data proving the Pfizer 
vaccine’s efficacy in stopping serious illness from 
Covid-19, Israel’s government has begun gradually 
easing restrictions in place since December, when it 
imposed its third lockdown. Shopping malls and 
stores with street access re-opened yesterday, with 
certain limitations on crowd size. But gyms, swim-
ming pools, hotels and some cultural facilities are 
re-opening only to those who have been fully vacci-
nated and obtained the so-called green pass.  
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Israel touts ‘green  
pass’; UAE sends  
vaccines to Gaza

TEHRAN: Iran said yesterday it had held “fruitful 
discussions” with UN nuclear watchdog chief 
Rafael Grossi in Tehran, ahead of a deadline when it 
is set to restrict the agency’s inspections unless the 
United States lifts painful sanctions. Grossi’s visit 
comes amid stepped-up efforts between US 
President Joe Biden’s administration, European 
powers and Iran to salvage the 2015 nuclear deal 
that has been on the brink of collapse since Donald 
Trump withdrew from it. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, 
before meeting Grossi, signaled that the Islamic 
republic wants to avoid an “impasse”, but also 
warned it could step further away from its commit-
ments if Washington does not lift the sanctions. 
Grossi, head of the Vienna-based International  
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Iran says talks  
with IAEA  
chief ‘fruitful’ 

DENVER: A United Airlines plane suffered a fiery 
engine failure Saturday shortly after taking off from 
Denver for Hawaii, dropping massive debris on a 
residential area before a safe emergency landing, 
officials said. A video shot from inside the aircraft - 
which had 231 passengers and 10 crew onboard - 
showed the right engine ablaze and wobbling on the 
wing of the Boeing 777-200, its cover entirely miss-
ing as the aircraft flew over a barren landscape. 

There were no injuries on the plane or on the 
ground, authorities said. “I can honestly say I 
thought we were going to die at one point - because 
we started dropping altitude right after the explo-
sion,” passenger David Delucia told The Denver 
Post. “I grabbed my wife’s hand and said, ‘We’re 
done.’” Delucia said his stepdaughter tweeted the 
online video, which was shot by another passenger.  

“Flight UA328 from Denver to Honolulu experi-
enced an engine failure shortly after departure, 
returned safely to Denver and was met by emer-
gency crews as a precaution,” United Airlines said in 
a statement. “The majority of customers originally 
on UA328 are currently on their way to Honolulu on 
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Engine failure  
scatters debris  
over US city

BROOMFIELD, Colorado: This handout photo shows 
debris fallen from a United Airlines airplane’s engine in 
a neighborhood outside Denver on Saturday. — AFP 


