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This photo released by NASA shows the Perseverance rover being lowered by the
Sky Crane to the surface of Mars on Feb 18, 2021. — AFP photos

An image from the Perseverance rover as it landed on the surface of Mars. An image from Perseverance rover of the surface of Mars and one of the rover’s
wheels after landing. 

NASA on Friday released stunning
new photographs from
Perseverance, including one of the

rover being gently lowered to the surface
of Mars by a set of cables, the first time
such a view has been captured. The
high-resolution still was extracted from a
video taken by the descent stage of the
spacecraft that had transported the rover
from Earth.

At that moment, the descent stage
was using its six-engined jetpack to slow
to a speed of about 1.7 miles (2.7 kilome-
ters) per hour as part of the “skycrane

maneuver,” the final phase of landing.
“You can see the dust kicked up by the
rover’s engines,” said Adam Steltzner,
Perseverance’s chief engineer, who esti-
mated the shot was taken about two
meters (six feet) or so above the ground.

The three straight lines are mechanical
bridles holding the rover underneath the
descent stage, while the curly cable was
used to transmit the data from the cam-
eras to Perseverance. When the rover
touched down, it cut the 6.5-m-long
cables, allowing the descent stage to fly
away for its own safe landing.

Another new image, taken by the Mars
Reconnaissance Orbiter, captures
Perseverance as it was parachuting
down through the atmosphere at hun-
dreds of miles an hour. Perseverance has
also been able to upload its first high-res-
olution, color photo showing the flat
region it landed on in the Jezero Crater,
where a river and deep lake existed bil-
lions of years ago.

A second color image shows one of
the rover’s six wheels, with several hon-
eycombed rocks thought to be more than
3.6 billion years old lying next to it. “One

of the questions we’ll ask first is whether
these rocks represent a volcanic or sedi-
mentary origin,” said NASA deputy proj-
ect scientist Katie Stack Morgan.

Volcanic rocks in particular can be
dated with very high precision once the
samples are brought back to Earth on a
future return mission - an exciting devel-
opment from a planetary science per-
spective. As the first images came in, “it
was exhilarating, the team went wild,”
said mission operations system manager
Pauline Hwang. “The science team
immediately started looking at all those

rocks and zooming in and going, ‘What is
that!’ - it couldn’t have been better.”

The first two images were released on
Thursday shortly after the rover landed,
but they were lower resolution and in
black-and-white because of the limited
data rate available. NASA hopes to have
more high resolution photos and videos in
the coming days, but doesn’t know yet if it
has successfully recorded sound on Mars
for the first time using microphones. That
might be known later this weekend or ear-
ly next week, said Steltzner. — AFP 

NASA’s Perseverance rover beams 
back spectacular new images

Motorists parked beside the Padi
House restaurant chain wave their
hands out of their windows to sig-

nal to waiters, who come to take their
orders that will be eaten on the spot.
Lockdown-weary Malaysians have
jumped at the chance for an unusual eat-
ing-out experience allowing them to enjoy
restaurant food despite coronavirus curbs
- in-car dining.

The Southeast Asian nation is strug-
gling with a virus resurgence that last
month prompted officials to re-impose
restrictions, including a ban on dining
inside restaurants. To get around this, the
chain - which serves a mix of local and
Western fare in the city of Cyberjaya out-

side Kuala Lumpur - came up with a plan
to bring their menus and meals to car-
bound customers.

“We serve the food on proper plates
for (people) to dine in their car like they
are dining in a restaurant,” Chong Kar
Yan, the company’s social media market-
ing manager, told AFP. Their first drive-in
dining site, in a car park beside one of
their restaurants, proved such a hit they
have now opened a second at another
outlet in the city.

“I do feel safer eating in a car com-
pared to a restaurant because we do san-
itize the car,” said customer Narinderjit
Singh, when AFP made a visit to one of
the in-car dining sites. “I sit at home
throughout the day, I work from home -
this gives me the opportunity to go out.”

Officials recently relaxed rules, allow-
ing people to dine inside restaurants
again, as the number of daily cases
declined. But Padi House will continue
offering in-car dining, an option welcomed
by customers who remain worried about
the virus. Malaysia is still recording close
to 3,000 cases a day and several deaths.
“The good thing about this is that you’ll
reduce your interaction with other people,
so that you can avoid COVID-19,” said
customer Ahmad Yunus Faeez. — AFP 

Chatty robot
Franzi cheers up
German patients

Cleaning robot Franzi makes sure
floors are spotless at the Munich
hospital where she works, and has

taken on a new role during the pandem-
ic: Cheering up patients and staff. “Can
you move out the way, please? I need to
clean,” trills the robot in German when
people block her pre-programmed
cleaning route.

“You need to move! I really want to
clean!” she squeaks at those who still
don’t get out of the way. And if that does-
n’t work, digital tears begin to stream
from her LED-light eyes. “Visitors are not
allowed in the pandemic, so Franzi enter-
tains the patients a bit,” says Constance
Rettler of Dr Rettler, the company in
charge of cleaning the Neuperlach hos-
pital that provided the robot.

Three times a day, Franzi bustles
through the clinic’s entrance hall, her feet
automatically mopping the floors.
Amused patients take photos of her, and
some even stop to chat to the meter-high
robot. “Ah, there you are my friend,”
cries one elderly lady with a drip on her
arm upon catching sight of Franzi. “One
of our recent patients came down three

times a day to talk to her,” smiles Tanja
Zacherl, who oversees hospital mainte-
nance.

Extra employee 
Created by a company in Singapore,

Franzi was originally named Ella and
spoke English before coming to Munich
early this year. Yet her German is perfect
as she tells her interviewers that she
“never wants to grow up” and that clean-
ing is her passion. When prompted, she
can also sing classic German pop songs
and even rap. 

Rettler is adamant that the robot is not
taking jobs away from real human beings
but instead is supposed to “support” her
flesh-and-blood colleagues, who have
become harder to come by during the
coronavirus pandemic. “With the pan-
demic, there is lots of extra disinfecting
work to be done in hospitals,” says
Rettler. “While Franzi is cleaning the
floors, our employees can concentrate
on doing that.”

A robot has its limits however. It is still
unable to get into tight corners, and if it
hits an obstacle, it bursts into tears and
remains stuck until rescued by a human.
Yet Franzi also has a reason to be cheer-
ful. After a test phase of several weeks,
she appears to have settled in at the
Neuperlach hospital. Rettler’s company
has therefore decided to keep her there
permanently rather than deploy her else-
where. — AFP 

US Vice President Kamala
Harris’s stepdaughter Ella
Emhoff made her catwalk

debut in a video released
Thursday, a month after her outfit
at the presidential inauguration
went viral. The 21-year-old Emhoff
walked the runway for the
Proenza Schouler label as part of
New York Fashion Week. The
parade was filmed a few weeks
ago, with the coronavirus pan-
demic ruling out a traditional
show. 

Emhoff wore three different
looks for Proenza Schouler: A
long grey jacket with matching
slashed trousers, a black trench
coat and a dark pantsuit. “That
was my first ever fashion experi-
ence,” said Emhoff, during a talk
with two of Proenza Schouler’s
designers on the New York
Fashion Week website. “I have to
say I was a little nervous. I defi-
nitely lost a little sleep the night
before.”

Emhoff is the daughter of
Harris’s husband Doug Emhoff
and his first wife Kerstin Mackin.
Ella Emhoff signed with the presti-
gious modeling agency IMG
Models in late January after she
wore a Miu Miu coat to Joe
Biden’s and Harris’s swearing-in
ceremony. The final-year student
at the Parsons School of Design
in New York is also a knitwear
designer.

On Thursday, she released a
collection of five items that includ-
ed two sweater vests and a long
striped dress. Only one of each
item was made and they quickly
sold out on the website Mall,
which is an online marketplace for
emerging designers. — AFP 

Dead whale
washes up on
Israeli shore
after storm

The carcass of an almost 17-m fin
whale has washed up on a south-
ern Israeli shore, an AFP photogra-

pher said Friday, in the aftermath of a
storm that caused massive tar pollution.
Powerful winds and unusually high
waves pummeled Israel’s entire
Mediterranean coastline over Tuesday
and Wednesday, with tons of tar stain-
ing beaches from Rosh Hanikra, just
south of Lebanon, to Ashkelon just north
of Gaza.

The rare appearance of the dead
whale, of the second-biggest mammal
species in the world after the blue
whale, was initially thought to have been
connected to the tar pollution. The tar,
itself apparently released by a ship

unloading oil or by old tar lifted by the
storm from the seabed, killed many
marine creatures.

That had sparked theories that the
16.9-metre (55-foot) male fin whale,
weighing an estimated 25 tonnes, had

also fallen victim to poisoning. But
Israel’s Nature and Parks Authority said
Friday that experts had determined that
the decayed state of the whale, discov-
ered on Thursday at the southern
Nitzanim beach near Ashkelon, meant it
had died some two weeks ago. “The
whale’s arrival cannot be linked to the
tar pollution,” the authority said in a
statement. The environmental protection
ministry vowed to locate the source of
the pollution, saying it was on a rare
scale and that the cleanup was set to
be “long and difficult”. Volunteers from a
network of NGOs began cleaning up the
beaches along with the ministry, which
allocated emergency funds to the rele-
vant municipalities to expedite the man-
ual cleaning. — AFP 

Ella Emhoff, stepdaughter of US Vice
President Kamala Harris, poses dur-
ing her fashion debut for Proenza
Schouler’s Fall Winter 2021 collection
on Feb 18, 2021 in New York. — AFP 

Cleaning robot ‘Franzi’ cleans in the entrance area of a hospital in Munich Neuperlach,
southern Germany, on Feb 12, 2021. — AFP 

People gather around a dead fin
whale that washed ashore on a
beach in the southern Israeli city of
Ashkelon on Friday. — AFP 

This picture taken on Feb 9, 2021 shows a
waiter serving a customer using the “dine-in
car” service outside the Padi House restaurant
in Cyberjaya, outside Kuala Lumpur.

Customers eat in their car outside the Padi House restaurant. — AFP photos


