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MANDALAY, Myanmar: A raid on a shipyard in 
Myanmar’s second-largest city turned violent yes-
terday when police and soldiers fired live rounds 
and rubber bullets at protesters gathering to stop 
arrests. At least five people were injured by rubber 
bullets, a photographer at the scene reported, while 
emergency medical staff treating the injured con-
firmed at least six others were shot with live rounds. 

Much of the country has been in uproar since the 
military deposed civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi in 
a coup on February 1, with hundreds of thousands 
of demonstrators taking to the streets to protest 
against the junta.  Authorities have arrested hun-
dreds of people since the putsch, many of them civil 
servants who had been boycotting work as part of a 
civil disobedience campaign. Yesterday, hundreds of 
police and soldiers gathered at Yadanarbon ship-
yard in Mandalay, on the Irrawaddy river.  Their 
presence sparked fears among nearby residents 
that authorities would try to arrest workers for tak-
ing part in the anti-coup movement. 

 
Protester dies 

Meanwhile, demonstrators gathered across 
Yangon yesterday to mourn the death of an anti-
coup protester, as Washington urged the leaders of 
Myanmar’s new military regime to refrain from vio-
lence and relinquish power.   

A doctor in Naypyidaw on Friday confirmed the 
death of Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing, a 20-year-old 
who was shot in the head during a protest in 
Myanmar’s capital last week. She has since become 
a symbol of resistance for protesters, who have 
hoisted her photos high in demonstrations and even 
unfurled a massive banner of artwork from a bridge 
showing the moment she was shot. 

“Please all join this protest movement to be more 
successful. That’s all I want to say,” her sister Poh 
Poh told reporters after her death. Yesterday, thou-
sands gathered at the main junctions of Yangon, 
Myanmar’s largest city-though the crowds 
appeared smaller than in recent days. 

They held spontaneous vigils for Mya Thwate 
Thwate Khaing on the streets, lighting candles and 
laying roses by a banner with her picture. “We can’t 
accept the police crackdowns because these are 
undisciplined, beyond our laws,” said protester Win 
Zaw, 46. “I feel that the bullet that hit Mya Thwate 
Thwate Khaing’s head has also hit our heads.” 

Banging pots and pans in what has become a 
signature gesture of defiance, protesters started 
yelling at the police to leave. But police opened fire 
with live rounds, rubber bullets and slingshot balls, 
dispersing the alarmed protesters. 

“Six men with gunshot wounds arrived to our 
team. Two are seriously injured,” a medical aide to 
doctors on the scene told AFP, declining to provide 
his name for fear of repercussions. 

One of the men was hit in the abdomen and 
remains “in critical condition”, he said. “We trans-
ferred those who were seriously injured and in a 
critical condition to another place for intensive care, 
but we cannot reveal the place.”  A doctor on the 
scene confirmed that some protesters had been 
injured by live rounds. “We do not have enough 
medicine for them to be treated here,” he said, 
explaining the transfer. Around the protest site, 
empty bullet cartridges were found, as well as 
slingshot ammunition including metal balls. One 
woman received a head wound from a rubber bullet 
and emergency workers quickly administered first 
aid to her.  

A Facebook video streamed live by a resident on 
the scene appeared to carry non-stop sounds of 
gunshots. “They are shooting cruelly,” said the resi-
dent, who appeared to be taking shelter on a near-
by construction site.  “We have to find a safer 
place.” Since the nationwide protests started two 
weeks ago, authorities in some cities have deployed 
tear gas, water cannon and rubber bullets against 
demonstrators. 

There have been isolated incidents of live rounds 
being fired. An anti-coup protester who was shot in 
the head during a February 9 demonstration in 

Naypyidaw died on Friday. Her doctors had con-
firmed to AFP that her injury was from a live bullet.  

 
International condemnation  

Condemnation of the violence has been fierce, 
and US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has held 
talks with allied countries in recent days to press for 
a firm international response. 

“We reiterate our calls on the Burmese military 
to refrain from violence against peaceful protest-
ers,” spokesman Ned Price told reporters Friday. 
“We will work with partners and allies to press the 

Burmese military to reverse its actions.” The military 
regime has so far weathered a chorus of interna-
tional condemnation. The US, Britain and Canada 
have all announced sanctions targeting the coun-
try’s top generals.  

The junta has justified its power seizure by 
alleging widespread electoral fraud in November’s 
elections, which Suu Kyi’s party won in a landslide. 
But since its power grab, it has instated multiple 
internet shutdowns, blocked some social media 
sites, and arrested hundreds-often in the middle of 
the night. —AFP

Rallies mourn anti-coup protester death

Six people shot with live rounds  
at Myanmar anti-coup protest

MANDALAY: A wounded man is carried on a stretcher by a medical team after security forces opened 
fire on protesters during a demonstration against the military coup in Mandalay yesterday. —AFP

Virus outbreak  
hits Chinese  
in Cambodia 

 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia: An out-
break of coronavirus has hit the Chinese 
expat community in Cambodia, the coun-
try’s Premier Hun Sen said yesterday, a 
setback in the Southeast Asian nation’s 
otherwise successful containment efforts. 
The kingdom has so far fared well in tack-
ling the virus and life in the capital Phnom 
Penh has largely returned to normal. 

But a group of Chinese nationals who 
underwent testing to obtain medical cer-
tificates for overseas travel recorded posi-
tive results yesterday, sparking fears of a 

wider outbreak in the community. 
“We have discovered a big community 

infection with 32 cases... this is a bad situ-
ation for us,” Hun Sen said during a 
speech broadcast on state-run TV. 

“Those found positive today are all 
Chinese.” The increasing presence of 
Chinese businesses across the kingdom 
has heightened anti-Chinese sentiment 
among some Cambodians, and Hun Sen 
urged people not to discriminate against 
Chinese nationals because of the latest 
outbreak. 

The strongman prime minister, one of 
the world’s longest serving leaders, is a 
staunch ally of Beijing, and Cambodia 
receives billions of dollars in soft loans 
and investment from China. Early in the 
pandemic many countries closed their 
borders to China, where the virus was first 
detected, but Hun Sen refused to follow 

suit and even travelled to Beijing to meet 
with leader Xi Jinping last February in a 
show of solidarity. “Because it happened 
to Chinese nationals, please don’t discrim-
inate against the Chinese,” Hun Sen said in 
his speech yesterday. He urged residents 
to wear masks and practice social dis-
tancing. The infections were sourced to a 
nightclub, now closed, and authorities are 
contact-tracing to track down any other 
cases, the prime minister said. 

Much of Phnom Penh will remain open-
including schools. But a small island con-
nected to the city known as Koh Pich-or 
“Diamond Island”-is now under partial 
lockdown, with police blocking all road 
access yesterday morning. The last local 
infection in Cambodia was in November. 
So far, the country has detected more 
than 500 cases but has not recorded any 
deaths. —AFP

Nigeria’s protesters  
trapped between  
trauma and fear 

 
LAGOS: The Lekki tollgate in Lagos, 
Nigeria’s sprawling megacity of 20 million 
people, has frozen in time since October 
when security forces shot at peaceful pro-
testers. At least 10 people were killed by 
security forces on October 20, Amnesty 
International said at the time, a charge 
Nigeria’s army has denied. 

Four months have passed since then, 
but signs of that brutal night are still visi-
ble at the tollgate: walls are riddled with 
bullets and glass windows are shattered.  
Cars travel in and out freely but the com-
pany in charge of collecting the toll money 
has not yet returned. 

Red graffiti proclaiming #EndSARS is 
everywhere. The hashtag, named after the 
SARS police force accused of abuses, has 
come to represent the movement against 
brutality and bad governance that swept 
Africa’s most populous country last 
October. 

Dabiraoluwa Adeyinka, who was at 
Lekki on October 20, said some of her 
friends just want to forget, to erase what 
happened from their memories.  But she 
“can’t afford to keep quiet”. 

“I was on stage, asking people to sit 
down and raise their flags, then they start-
ed shooting. Immediately people were 
falling,” said the young woman, pointing 
to where she had been standing on the 
back of a truck transformed into a stage. 

“I witnessed about six bodies lifeless 
on the floor,” Adeyinka said. 

Since then, she and her friends have 
been trying to help those who were 

injured that night, and to “be a voice for 
those who are afraid to talk”. —AFP 

LAGOS: Protesters sit in the back of a police 
pick-up truck as they are being detained 
after being arrested during a demonstration 
against police brutality, at the Lekki tollgate 
in Lagos. —AFP

India’s glacier  
disaster highlights  
Himalayan dangers 

 
CHAMOLI: Long before this month’s deadly flash 
flood in a remote Indian Himalayan valley, Kundan 
Singh Rana knew that all the construction work in 
the fragile region would one day mean disaster. 

“The rivers, mountains and trees are like our 
gods and any sacrilege will have consequences,” 
Rana told AFP in his village, overlooking the 
hydroelectric project that was obliterated by 
what was believed to be a glacier collapse on 
February 7. “The Rishi Ganga river and our 
mountains have been scarred beyond repair by 
human greed. This flood is God’s retribution,” the 
43-year-old farmer said. 

Scientists may not share his belief in divine pun-
ishment, but they agree that the blame for this latest 
disaster which killed 60 people and left 150 others 
missing lies largely with human activity. 

The anthropogenic impact includes the shrinking 
of glaciers in the Himalayas, one of the regions 
hardest hit by global warming. The recent disaster is 

thought by experts to have been caused by a chunk 
of glacier 15 football fields long and five across 
breaking off, bringing with it part of a rock face. 

This dammed up a small river high in the moun-
tains until the mass of backed-up water broke 
through with awesome ferocity and speed. The 
roaring deluge of water, rocks and soil hurtled 
down a V-shaped valley, sweeping away homes, 
roads and bridges as well as around 200 people, 
many of whom have still not been found almost 
two weeks on. 

 
Climate change and development  

The latest catastrophe “is clearly a fallout of cli-
mate change and in itself a tell-tale of our future”, 
H.C. Nainwal, one of the several glaciologists who 
visited the site, told AFP. In the Indian Himalayas, 
some 10,000 glaciers are receding at a rate of 100 
to 200 feet (30 to 60 meters) per decade. 

The runoff can form glacial lakes which can then 
burst their banks in spectacular and destructive 
fashion. The other factor can be heard in the regular 
thuds of dynamite ringing through the valleys of 
Uttarakhand state, where the recent flood struck. 

Some of this explosive activity is for new roads 
to beef up the disputed border with China following 
last year’s clash that left 20 Indian soldiers dead. An 
800-kilometre (500-mile) highway is also being 

built to connect four religious sites-a pet project of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

But the biggest problem is the construction of 
hydroelectric plants across the vast network of 
Himalayan rivers, part of India’s drive to boost 
renewable energy. Over 75 small and large power 
projects are operational in Uttarakhand and dozens 
more are planned-many without proper attention to 
the potential risks, experts say. 

 
No trust in the government  

Experts say that these projects make other dev-
astating flash floods more likely, while also increas-
ing the risk of landslides. The dangers were plain to 
see in 2013 when a flash flood killed 6,000 people 
in Uttarakhand and devastated the region. 

In its wake, India’s top court appointed a scien-
tific committee that recommended no more hydro 
plants be built in the area-advice which is being 
ignored. Locals in the area-home to a famous 1970s 
campaign to protect trees-say that they have seen 
none of the promised economic benefits of the 
development and that their concerns have been 
ignored. They launched a campaign in 2019 and 
petitioned a court over illegal sand mining and the 
dumping of muck in the Rishi Ganga river that they 
said was contributing to landslides and floods. 

But deforestation for infrastructure projects, 

sand mining and quarrying continues. 
“We used to trust the government and believed 

that it was working for our welfare but that’s not the 
case,” Surinder Singh, 55, said. “Any dam or road 
that threatens our lives and the mountains will be 
fought tooth and nail.” —AFP

Army soldiers build a temporary bridge for residents 
near Raini village of Chamoli district following a flash 
flood thought to have been caused when a glacier 
broke off on February 7. —AFP


