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Bhutan Ambassador 
congratulates Kuwait 

 
KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Bhutan to the State of Kuwait released the fol-
lowing statement congratulating the government 
and people of Kuwait on the occasion of the 60th 
National Day and 30th Liberation Day of Kuwait: 

“On the joyous occasion of the 60th National 
Day and the 30th Anniversary of the Liberation 
Day of the fr iendly country of Kuwait , His 
Majesty the King and the Royal Family of Bhutan, 
the government and the people of Bhutan, join 
me in sending our warm felicitations and Tashi 
Delek to His Highness the Amir of the State of 
Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the friendly peo-
ple of Kuwait. 

“Over the years, Kuwait has witnessed rapid 
development in various fields. Politically, the gov-
ernment has succeeded in establishing deep 
rooted principles of democracy, people’s partici-
pation in decision making, freedom of speech and 
expression. Economically, there is rapid progress 
in its path to transform the country into an eco-
nomic and financial hub in the region. In diplo-
matic front, His Highness the Amir continues to 
be the leading voice on the world stage for 
peace, moderation and friendly relations.  

“I am confident that the close and deep rooted 
ties of friendship, understanding and cooperation 
between Bhutan and Kuwait, will continue to grow 
under the wise, dynamic and enlightened leader-
ship of our two leaders, His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of 
the State of Kuwait and His Majesty Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck, King of Bhutan.  

“May I avail this opportunity to extend our 
sincere congratulations and best wishes for His 
Highness the Amir of Kuwait, His Highness the 
Crown Prince and His  Highness the Pr ime 
Minister, personal well-being, happiness and 
health as well as for continued peace, progress 
and prosper i ty  of  our  f r iendly  people  of 
Kuwait.”

By Ben Garcia  
 
KUWAIT: A year after in-person classes were 
halted, a group called ‘Education First Kuwait’ 
has demanded the education ministry must lay 
down a clear roadmap for face-to-face classes to 
resume as soon as possible. Dr Duna Al-
Mashaan, education consultant and one of the 
group’s advocates, spoke to Kuwait Times on the 
one-year anniversary of school closures in 
Kuwait at Bcurious Preschool in Shuhada.  

“One year is very long. Countries around us in 
the Middle East and even other countries in the 
West are back to traditional classes, of course 
with strict implementation of health protocols. If 
they can, why can’t we,” she asked. Mashaan said 
until now there has been no clear plan or path for 
action to go back to traditional face-to-face 
classes, adding “365 days without traditional 
classes affects the learning abilities of our stu-
dents and can affect our children’s academic and 
mental abilities too.” 

“We must do something about this. We call 
upon the government to set a clear roadmap for 
schools on where to go and the fastest way to 
return to the traditional school setting. 
September is coming, the next school year is 
coming, but there is no clear plan yet. They only 
talk about bringing back traditional classes, but 
any plan has to be rolling by now because other 
countries around us in the Middle East are back 
to traditional schooling,” Mashaan said. 

 
‘Live with COVID’ 

“We have to learn to live life with COVID - this 
COVID will stay till kingdom come! We need a 
plan; we need radical actions in the sector of edu-
cation because we are already left behind. It is 
affecting our children, so we want to see a plan. 

When will be the start of 
face-to-face classes - 
we need to know by 
now,” she demanded.  

According to 
Mashaan, the govern-
ment must understand 
that based on studies, 
face-to-face classes are 
not likely to be main 
COVID superspreader 
events. “Based on previ-
ous studies, face-to-face 
classes are not spread-
ers of the disease, but 
restaurants and gatherings at diwaniyas and wed-
dings are. New York schools are at 0.5 percent 
infection rates only compared to the community 
spread of over 3 percent. In Qatar, there is only a 
0.7 percent infection rate, while the community 
spread is much higher at 12-13 percent,” she said.   

Education First Kuwait is advocating for a 
hybrid form of face-to-face classes. “If there are 
20 students in one classroom, 10 must come to 
school and the other 10 must attend online class-
es at home and vice-versa - alternate students 
who attended classes at school today and the 
next day,” Mashaan said. “We need to be cre-
ative; we need to ask our government to allow 
traditional classes as soon as possible. If they 
plan to do this in September, by now we should 
be ready with a clear path forward.”  

 
Children ‘unhappy’ 

Based on studies, according to Mashaan, 
the closure of schools only brought children 
unhappiness, uneasiness, lack of motivation 
and loss of social skills. Because of non-tradi-
tional schooling, children are beginning to 

engage in dangerous activities such as unsu-
pervised Internet browsing, bullying of sib-
lings and withdrawal, she added.  

“Children need to socialize to develop their 
sense of self. They can see themselves through 
their  peers. They are missing this  part  of 
growing up and we need to be reminded that 
we are in charge of these children. We have to 
do our part and not deny them and not deprive 
them of this important part of their social 
being,” Mashaan said. 

Dr Mashaan graduated from The College of 
Wil l iam & Mary with a PhD in Education 
Policy, Planning and Leadership. She earned 
her Master’s degree from New York University 
in Early Children’s Education, specializing in 
Montessori education. Mashaan has carried 
out cutting-edge research in the field of child 
education at some leading US universities, and 
also applied her f indings at some of New 
York’s finest early childhood schools.  

Mashaan said her group has been trying 
their best to talk to Kuwait’s decision- and 
policy-makers since April last year to recon-

sider their decision to suspend face-to-face 
classes and their desire to go back to tradi-
tional classes as soon as possible.  

Rakan , an  e igh th-grade  s tudent  a t  an 
international school in Kuwait, said he miss-
es traditional school very much, especially 
his classmates. “I miss the stories we shared 
every day; the laughter and running around 
the school campus. I am a grade-8 student 
and am not very keen on continuing school-
ing online. I miss my classmates and my reg-
ular activit ies l ike football , swimming and 
tennis. Before, I was preoccupied with al l 
these activities, but they all stopped. I hope 
we can go back to school  and to regular 
sports activities very soon,” he told Kuwait 
Times.  

Rakan said one year is too long for online 
home schooling. “I am more motivated study-
ing if I can see my peers and classmates in a 
regular classroom setting. There are assign-
ments and deskwork in the online setup, but 
face-to-face classes are far different from 
being at home with limited spaces,” he said.

Group demands clear plan 
to resume classes in Kuwait

‘Education First Kuwait’ says classes should return as soon as possible

Dr Duna Al-Mashaan

UNESCO: COVID 
caused biggest  
educational 
disruption in history 

 
PARIS: The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
had caused possibly the biggest educational dis-
ruption in history with the closure of schools and 
universities in many countries, Director General of 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) Audrey Azoulay said 
Friday. In an exclusive statement to KUNA, Azoulay 
indicated that closures had added up to problems 
facing education prior to the spread of the virus 
with major shifts affecting almost all educational 
entities worldwide. If the situation continued, the 
losses will be immeasurable especially in the case of 
children who will have their mental health at risk, 

she indicated. Azoulay urged for keeping schools 
open and also called for reopening educational 
institutes at the nearest possible opportunity with 
necessary health guidelines and precautions put in 
place. 

The Director General pointed out that UNESCO 
supported online studying and distance learning, 
but stressed that it should not replace education at 
schools and universities. Being at school and inter-
acting with students and teachers are very impor-
tant aspects of the educational process and it is 
necessary for governments and organizations to 
find means to protect students’ health and also 
boost their academic interests and wellbeing. When 
the pandemic reached its peak in the spring of 
2020, around 1.6 billion students abstained from 
going to schools in some 190 countries, an equiva-
lent of 90 percent of students worldwide. 

Over a year had passed since COVID-19 spread 
and above 800 million students are facing disrup-
tion in education due to partial closure of schools or 
decreasing school hours, revealed Azoulay who 
added the gap in funding education annually might 
increase to $200 billion especially in poor coun-

tries. The pandemic had affected the education of 
female students and also led to students in lower- 
and middle-income countries to lose four months’ 
worth of education while their counterparts in high-
income countries also lost about six weeks of edu-
cation, Azoulay said. 

The UNESCO Director General also warned that 
some 450 million students worldwide were not able 
to benefit from distance education, pointing out that 
four out of five students in Africa were unable to 
use this method compared to their counterparts in 
Western Europe and North America where one out 
of seven students have this privilege. In regards to 
impact of COVID-19 on culture, Azoulay said that 
some 54 percent of World Heritage sites are closed 
or partially closed and affects employment with 
workers becoming on the verge of poverty due to 
the fact that some 13 percent of museums around 
the world will not reopen due to hard lockdowns. 

UNESCO, she stressed, will stand in solidarity 
with cultural sites’ employees in addition to artists 
to keep art and culture alive. She added that 
UNESCO encouraged supporting artists in the cul-
tural sector by buying their products and urged 

cyber platforms to review their tax policies for said 
products to help culture and art thrive once more. 
Authorities of course must also play their part in 
supporting cultural sector employees within the 
grand plan of recovery from the impact of the coro-
navirus. —KUNA

Audrey Azoulay


