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KUWAIT: Kuwait said 862 people 
tested positive for coronavirus with 
five related deaths reported yester-
day, taking the total cases and deaths 
to 183,322 and 1,039 respectively. The 
health ministry had reported 976 new 
infections and seven deaths on Friday. 
Meanwhile, total recoveries rose to 
171,260 as the ministry announced 
934 new recoveries yesterday and 
920 on Friday. 

The number of people hospitalized 
with the virus stood yesterday at 
11,023, with 146 of them in intensive 
care units (ICU), according to min-
istry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad. This is down from 11,100 hos-
pitalized patients and 148 ICU 
patients announced on Friday. Dr 
Sanad added yesterday that health 

workers conducted 7,601 swab tests 
over the past 24 hours, while the num-
ber of swabs announced Friday was 

10,016, bringing the total to 1,725,698. 
He renewed the call to the public to 
continue observing social distancing. 
Furthermore, he recommended visit-
ing the ministry and official bodies’ 
accounts on social media to get 

acquainted with recommendations 
and guidelines regarding the virus. 

The slight drop in infected cases 
and patients in hospital comes as a 
slight relief as authorities mull all sce-
narios to help curb the spread of the 
novel coronavirus since the recent 
spike. The government had Thursday 
quashed rumors that a decision to 
impose a lockdown to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus pandemic. 
“No decision has been issued to 
impose a partial or total lockdown. 
However, all options to face the con-
sequences of the COVID-19 are on 
the table of the health authorities,” 
government spokesman Tareq Al-
Mazrem said on his Twitter account. 
He called on all to comply with health 
measures and to stay away from 

rumors. The government had shut 
down salons, barbershops, gyms and 
massage parlors for a month starting 
from February 7, and ordered com-
mercial shops, restaurants, cafes and 
malls to close at 8:00 pm. 

Meanwhile, the airport prepares 
today to welcome flights under strict 
regulations, which includes a manda-
tory quarantine in a local hotel for 14 
days for arrivals from high-risk coun-
tries through direct flights, and seven 
days in a hotel for arrivals from non-
high-risk countries, followed by a sev-
en-day home quarantine period. 
Travelers must register in the ‘Kuwait 
Mosafer’ platform, and those who fail 
to do so will not be allowed to board 
the plane, the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation warned. 

Kuwait lists further 862 
COVID-19 cases, five deaths

Slight drop in number of patients in hospitals, ICUs

934  
recoveries 
in 24 hours

Six rescued from Um Al-Haiman house fire

KUWAIT: Firemen rescued six persons who were trapped in a house in Um Al-Haiman yesterday. Um Al-Haiman and Mina Abdullah Fire Stations responded to an emergency call reporting the fire, and they were able to 
evacuate the house before tackling the blaze. Five children and a woman were taken to hospital as investigations are underway to determine the cause of the fire, Kuwait Fire Force said in a press statement. 
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of development from Sputnik and EpiVacCorona, 

using an inactive virus. “Today Russia is the only 
country in which there are already three vaccines 
for the prevention of COVID infection,” Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin said. 

And New Zealand began what director-general 
of health Ashley Bloomfield called a “small but 
important step in a long journey” by launching jabs 
for high risk citizens and those returning from over-
seas, along with border and quarantine workers. 
Neighboring Australia is set to start its own scheme 
tomorrow. 

In Argentina, health minister Gines Gonzalez 
Garci resigned late Friday after it emerged that he 
had been helping friends skip the line for vaccine 
shots. President Alberto Fernandez called on him to 
quit after a 71-year-old journalist, Horacio 
Verbitsky, announced on the radio that his long-
standing friendship with the minister helped him get 
vaccinated in his office ahead of the general popu-
lation. Local media reported that other people close 
to the government were also vaccinated at the 
health ministry.  

In Romania, the government pushed the coun-

try’s thousands of homeless people up the priority 
list for vaccines, placing them on a par with the eld-
erly and the chronically ill and reaching 300 in the 
first days of the drive. “These people are among the 
most exposed to infection risk. It’s hard for most of 
them to follow infection control measures,” junior 
health minister Andrei Baciu told AFP. Even as 
countries move forward with vaccinations, the death 
toll is ticking upwards, with an AFP tally reaching 
more than 2.45 million worldwide by 1100 GMT 
yesterday, with almost 111 million cases. 

Despite the still alarming figures, it could be an 
uphill struggle to get some vaccinated as skepticism 
remains entrenched. US President Joe Biden on 
Friday reassured people the shots were safe as he 
visited a Pfizer factory in Michigan. “Please, for 
yourself, your family, your community, this country, 
take the vaccine when it’s your turn and it’s avail-
able. That’s how we beat this pandemic,” he said. 

And with vaccines yet to reach the majority of 
people almost everywhere, countries continue to 
resort to familiar methods to limit infections. 
Senegal’s government said yesterday it would 
extend for a further month an overnight 9 pm to 5 
am curfew, first introduced in early January in capi-
tal Dakar and the western Thies region. 

Meanwhile French health minister Olivier Veran 
said he had asked a top local official to “toughen 
up” a curfew in southeastern city Nice and the sur-
rounding Alpes-Maritimes department faced with 
rising cases - or even return to a “partial or full 
lockdown”. —AFP 

World tops 200m  
vaccine doses; G7...
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 US politics. West, 43, has opened up about his 

struggles with bipolar disorder. 
In July last year the mercurial entertainment mogul 

launched a bid for the US presidency with a rambling 
speech during which he revealed he had wanted to 
abort his daughter, and broke down in tears. He also 
posted a series of tweets, later deleted, that accused 
his wife and mother-in-law of trying to lock him up, 
and suggested he was seeking a divorce. 

Kardashian called on the media and public to 
show “compassion and empathy” following her hus-
band’s erratic behavior. “Those that understand 
mental illness or even compulsive behavior know 
that the family is powerless unless the member is a 
minor,” Kardashian said in her lengthy Instagram 
post in July.  The couple has four children: Seven-

year-old daughter North, son Saint, five, daughter 
Chicago, three, and 21-month-old son Psalm. 

Aside from family visits, West has been living at 
his sprawling ranch in Wyoming in recent months, 
while Kardashian and the children stayed in 
California. It would be the first divorce for West and 
the third for Kardashian, who came to fame with the 
US reality TV series “Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians” which followed the lives of her family 
members in Los Angeles. 

Chicago-raised rapper and record producer 
West has won 21 Grammys. He burst onto the rap 
scene on his production chops, before delivering a 
string of critically acclaimed studio albums, selling 
over 20 million copies. He has made a very public 
turn to Christian evangelism in recent years, finally 
releasing his long-awaited gospel album. 

The pair began dating in 2012 while Kardashian 
was going through divorce proceedings with sec-
ond husband Kris Humphries. First child North was 
born in June 2013, and the couple married the fol-
lowing year at a 16th-century fortress in Florence, 
Italy after a pre-wedding celebration held at 
Versailles palace in France.  — AFP 

Kim files  
for divorce...
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three nights a week, has become a lifeline for Patel 

and other foreign students facing a similar plight. “I 
actually arrived at the wrong time,” he added of 
coming to the UK. “It’s a very difficult situation. 
Without this support, I guess we would have to start 
starving.” Britain - which is among the hardest hit 
countries in Europe from the coronavirus, registering 
nearly 120,000 deaths and severe economic fallout - 
is a popular destination for foreign students. 
Repeated lockdowns across the country, requiring all 
hospitality venues and non-essential retail shops to 
close, have led to millions losing their jobs. Students, 
who often work in low-pay roles in restaurants, bars 
and stores, have struggled in particular. 

Despite frigid temperatures and driving rain, the 
line outside the Newham Community Project 
remained long throughout the evening until the doors 
closed at 11:00 pm. Volunteers have become familiar 
with some of the regulars, who have been visiting the 
food bank every week for more than six months.  

Inside, they busily pack bags with the packets of 
rice and other essentials, including ingredients to 
make vegetarian or halal meals. The grassroots 
organization, first formed in 2008 to help the needi-
est in Newham - one of the more deprived areas of 
the British capital - began its food distribution efforts 
during the first lockdown last April, when Ramadan 
began.  “We started with about 20 food packs a day 
but slowly, within a couple of weeks, we were getting 
800 students,” said manager Elyas Ismail. “We saw 

the need was enormous, so we’ve just decided to 
carry on. And the numbers have just been basically 
increasing every week.” Ismail estimated he now 
helps around 2,000 households weekly - including 
some groups of up to 15 students crowded into sin-
gle flats, given London’s high rental costs.  

The majority of foreign students in Britain are 
non-European, with more than 400,000 coming in 
2020, mostly from China and India, according to the 
Higher Education Statistics Agency. At the Newham 
food bank, almost all are from India. Ismail noted 
they are typically from poor families. Often their 
parents sold jewelry and other possessions of value 
to fund their children’s relocation to the UK. 

Volunteer Aamena Ismail, 21, added that their 
student visas do not allow them to access any gov-
ernment support. “It’s honestly heartbreaking, they 
come in hoping for a better life,” she said. “The UK 
government needs to take into account that this 
policy is just unfair.” 

Alpef Shaik, 23, is one such student who came to 
Britain to fulfill the dream of his uneducated parents 
that he get “a better education” for himself. Six 
months after his arrival to complete a masters 
course at the University of East London, the pan-
demic hit and resulting lockdowns began. “Things 
changed very much and it got worse, worse, worse,” 
he told AFP, noting it scuppered his studies and 
part-time job. Shaik said the costs of living and 
studying in the UK were now “not worth it”. “I’m 
paying for a Rolls-Royce and I’m getting an old 
normal Toyota car,” he added. 

Mohammed Ahmed, 25, came to London to sup-
port his wife, who is studying at the private BPP 
University, but now also fears their future is in jeop-
ardy. “Due to this pandemic situation, we can’t fulfil 
our expectations,” he said. “If the situation contin-
ues like this, I’ll need to go back to my country, 
because we can’t survive.” — AFP 

Food poverty  
hits foreign...

PORTAGE, Michigan: US President Joe Biden tours the Pfizer Kalamazoo Manufacturing Site 
with CEO of Pfizer Albert Bourla on Friday. — AFP  


