
Man City beat
Everton to march
10 points clear
LONDON: Everton manager Carlo Ancelotti said he expects
Manchester City to cruise to the Premier League title after Pep
Guardiola’s men opened up a 10-point lead at the top of the table
with a 3-1 win at Goodison Park on Wednesday. Riyad Mahrez
scored the pick of the goals in between Phil Foden and Bernardo
Silva’s strikes as City extended their English top-flight record
winning run to 17 games.

“It is really difficult to say another name in this moment,” said
Ancelotti when asked if his side had just been beaten by the cham-
pions. “They are in a good form, they have belief and they are
strong. We tried to be physical but it is difficult against Rodrigo,
(Ruben) Dias and (Aymeric) Laporte.”

Richarlison’s first-half equalizer was little consolation for sev-
enth-placed Everton, who have now won just one of their last six
league games to fall five points behind in the battle for a top-four
finish. “We don’t need to have regrets tonight,” added Ancelotti
as he looked forward to Saturday’s Merseyside derby against Liv-
erpool. “It’s a fantastic opportunity. We know how important this
game is for our supporters.”

This fixture was rearranged from late December due to a coro-
navirus outbreak affecting multiple players at City that threatened
to derail their title challenge. Guardiola’s side were eighth in the

table at the time, but have not dropped a point in their 10 league
games since to streak clear of the chasing pack. The visitors were
without the in-form Ilkay Gundogan due to a groin injury, while
Kevin De Bruyne was fit to return from a hamstring problem but
only for a late cameo appearance off the bench.

Sergio Aguero was also among the substitutes, but Gabriel
Jesus has failed to make the most of his chance to shine in the ab-
sence of the Argentine for most of the season and the Brazilian
had another off night in front of goal as he blazed over an early
chance.

When the deadlock was broken there was a hint of fortune to
it as Foden’s shot deflected off Seamus Coleman to leave the help-
less Jordan Pickford wrong-footed. Ancelotti’s men had shown no
attacking intent until conceding, but were immediately rewarded
for pushing forward after falling behind as Lucas Digne’s shot
came back off the post and ricocheted in off Richarlison.

A moment of the highest quality saw City restore their lead
just after the hour mark. Silva’s cushioned pass teed up Mahrez
on the edge of the box and his sumptuous curling effort clipped
the inside of the far post on its way into the net.

“We have the quality up front but always it comes through the
passes,” said Guardiola. “We need a little bit more patient, the
second goal is an example of that. In the end we have to try and
get the players up front in a better position.” The roles were re-
versed for the visitors’ third 13 minutes from time as Mahrez and
Jesus picked out Silva on the edge of the box and his shot had too
much power for Pickford.

At the other end of the table, Fulham missed the opportunity
to close to within four points of survival as Burnley came back
from a goal down to salvage a 1-1 draw. Both sides struck early in

the second-half of a largely uneventful game as Ashley Barnes
cancelled out Ola Aina’s opener for Fulham. A point for Fulham
takes Newcastle’s advantage over the bottom three to six points,
while Burnley remain eight points clear of the drop zone and edge
up to 15th. — AFP
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PORTO: Cristiano Ronaldo’s first game for Ju-
ventus in his native Portugal ended in 2-1 defeat
as FC Porto out-played the Italians for much of
Wednesday’s Champions League last-16, first
leg tie. Such was Juve’s lackluster performance
that coach Andrea Pirlo claimed his team handed
victory to their hosts on “a silver platter.”

Iranian striker Mehdi Taremi put Porto ahead
after just a minute at Estadio do Dragao follow-
ing a Rodrigo Bentancur error. And Mali striker
Moussa Marega added a second straight after
the break. But Federico Chiesa pulled a goal
back with eight minutes to go to keep Juventus
afloat with the second leg in Turin on March 9.

“The approach was wrong from the first
minute,” said Pirlo. “When you concede a goal
like this it’s normal that fear sets in, you lack a bit
of certainty. “Porto are good at closing down and
after that goal it was much more difficult. We
served them the match they wanted on a silver
platter. Fortunately we scored an important goal
through Chiesa and now we will focus on the re-
turn leg.”

It was a below-par performance by Juventus,
chasing their third Champions League title and
first in 25 years. Record Champions League goal
scorer Ronaldo, 36, drew a blank against a side
captained by his Portuguese international team-
mate Pepe, as the visitors struggled to recover
from their early blunder.

“We studied Juventus well,” said defender
Pepe who won three Champions League titles

with Ronaldo at Real Madrid. “We knew that we
had to press hard to keep Juventus from playing.
In these type of games it’s difficult to concede
goals at home, but we played a great game.”

It was a shocking start for Juventus, with Wo-
jciech Szczesny sending the ball out to Bentan-
cur, who passed back to the Polish goalkeeper
despite Taremi being just on front of goal. The
Iranian quickly pounced to prod past Szczesny
for his first Champions League goal. Porto
pressed forward with Juventus almost conceding
a second on 23 minutes as Szczesny cleared
straight to Sergio Oliveira whose shot was de-
flected away from goal.

To add to Andrea Pirlo’s woes captain Gior-
gio Chiellini limped off 10 minutes later with de-
fender Merih Demiral coming off the bench. Pirlo
had juggled Juve’s defense with Leonardo
Bonucci out injured with Alex Sandro returning,
playing alongside veteran Chiellini, Matthijs de
Ligt and Danilo. Juve had to wait until four min-
utes before the break for their first shot on goal
with an Adrien Rabiot overhead kick cleared by
Porto ‘keeper Agustin Marchesin, but the offside
flag had already been raised.

The Italians suffered another terrible start to
the second half with Marega picking up a Wilson
Manafa cross to finish low past Szczesny.
Ronaldo had to wait until five minutes after the
break to have a shot on goal. Weston McKennie
nodded the ball into the path of the Portuguese
star, whose weak effort was blocked.

However, Chiesa pulled Juventus back into
the tie following a Rabiot run down the right with
a pull back for the Italian to finish off into the
corner of the net. “The goal will give us strength
for the second leg, and it will certainly be an-
other game,” said Chiesa. It was the first goal

conceded by Porto in the competition at home
this season for the former two-time winners.
Ronaldo had penalty appeals waved away after
going down under a Sanusi Zaidu challenge late
as the hosts held on for their first win over Ju-
ventus in five meetings. — AFP

Lackluster Juventus handed Porto
victory ‘on silver platter,’ says Pirlo

PORTO: Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (left) reacts to his team’s defeat at the end of the UEFA Champions
League round of 16 first leg football match between Porto and Juventus at the Dragao stadium in Porto on Wednesday. —AFP

LIVERPOOL: Manchester City’s Portuguese midfielder Bernardo Silva celebrates
scoring his team’s third goal during the English Premier League football match
between Everton and Manchester City at Goodison Park in Liverpool, north west
England on Wednesday. — AFP

Second leg in Turin on March 9


