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SEVILLE: Erling Braut Haaland produced an-
other deadly display of finishing with a first-half
brace as Borussia Dortmund came from behind
to beat Sevilla 3-2 in Spain in the first leg of their
Champions League last-16 tie on Wednesday.
Suso’s deflected strike gave last season’s Europa
League winners an early lead behind closed
doors at the Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan stadium, but
Mahmoud Dahoud soon equalised before Haa-
land took over. The Norway phenomenon put
Dortmund in front in the 27th minute and then
scored again two minutes before half-time, the
goals taking him to 25 in 24 appearances this
season in all competitions. Still aged just 20, he
has scored 18 times in just 13 Champions League
appearances since the start of last season.

Substitute Luuk de Jong’s late reply gave
Sevilla cause for hope heading into the return leg
on March 9, but Dortmund remain favorites to
progress to the quarter-finals. “We didn’t de-
serve to lose, but in the end they had one of the
best players in the world up front and he made
the difference in three situations which could
have been avoided,” said Sevilla coach Julen
Lopetegui. Haaland, who also set up Dahoud’s
equalizer, produced a performance, in the first
half at least, which showcased his remarkable
strength, hold-up play and pace as well as his
brilliant finishing.

Winning run ended
It was too much for a Sevilla side who had come

into this tie with high hopes, having only been
beaten by La Liga leaders Atletico Madrid, away,
in their previous 19 outings. Lopetegui’s team had
won their previous nine matches on the bounce and
had kept seven straight clean sheets before the ar-
rival of Dortmund and Haaland. “This was one of
our best performances of the season,” Dortmund
coach Edin Terzic, who replaced the sacked Lucien
Favre after the group phase, told Sky. “We are
pleased with the result and proud to have beaten
such a team.”

Sevilla have won the Europa League or its pred-
ecessor, the UEFA Cup, an incredible six times since
2005, but only once have they got past the last 16
of the Champions League, when they beat Man-
chester United in 2018 before losing to Bayern Mu-
nich in the quarter-finals. The quality of Haaland was
the difference here as Dortmund, having sunk to
sixth in the Bundesliga on a poor run of form, came
to life on their return to the Champions League.

“We had a good plan. Edin has been good
and I’ve been talking a lot with him. He said
today would be my game and that I would get
my chances and I did, so it was an important
win,” Haaland told DAZN. Yet the game had
started well for Sevilla, with Suso opening the
scoring in the seventh minute, his shot deflecting

in off Mats Hummels.
Dortmund drew level in the 19th minute as Haa-

land showed terrific strength to hold the ball up on
the right before coming infield and feeding Dahoud,
who worked his way into position to fire a superb
shot high into net from just outside the area. It was
the first goal Sevilla had conceded in more than 12

hours of football. Eight minutes later they conceded
again. Haaland dropped deep, collecting posses-
sion near the halfway line, and then turned and
charged towards goal, playing a pass to Jadon San-
cho on the edge of the box and then continuing on
to place the return ball past goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou. —AFP

‘One of the best’ - Haaland
stars as Dortmund beat Sevilla

Dortmund snaps Sevilla’s nine-game winning streak

SEVILLE: Dortmund’s Norwegian forward Erling Braut Haaland (R) challenges Sevilla’s French defender Jules
Kounde during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 first leg football match between Sevilla FC and Borus-
sia Dortmund at the Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan stadium in Seville on Wednesday. —AFP

Leaders Atletico
held by Levante
after Correa miss
MADRID: Atletico Madrid failed to move eight points clear at the top of
La Liga on Wednesday as they were held to a 1-1 draw at Levante in a
game which saw a dreadful miss from Angel Correa. Diego Simeone’s men
sit six points clear of second-placed Real Madrid and have a game in hand,
but have seen their control of the title race slip slightly after two draws in
three matches. Atletico are looking for a first league title since their shock
triumph in 2014 but suffered a setback in this delayed encounter. Hosts
Levante took a surprise lead in the 17th minute as they broke at pace be-
fore Jorge de Frutos played in Enis Bardhi to slot past a stranded Jan Oblak
in the Atletico goal. Simeone’s away side continued to dominate posses-
sion but struggled to create clear-cut chances until scoring a fortunate
equalizer eight minutes before half-time. Marcos Llorente’s speculative
long-range effort was nodded past his own goalkeeper by Levante cen-
ter-back Rober Pier. The 26-year-old Llorente, having never scored a
La Liga goal before last February, has netted 11 times in the league since.
Levante goalkeeper Aitor Fernandez had to be alert to prevent Atletico
taking the lead shortly afterwards, diving low to palm away Luis Suarez’s
fierce volley. Atletico should have forged ahead shortly after the break,
as after Fernandez had saved from Suarez, Angel Correa inexplicably
blazed over an open net from barely six yards out. —AFP

New Tokyo 2020
chief vows to ‘regain
trust’ after sexism row
TOKYO: Tokyo 2020’s new president Seiko Hashimoto yester-
day vowed to “regain trust” in the Olympic organizing commit-
tee after an embarrassing sexism row, with just over five months
until the virus-postponed Games. Hashimoto, a seven-time
Olympian, had been one of just two women in Japan’s cabinet,
serving as Olympic minister before stepping down to take the
key post. She replaces 83-year-old Yoshiro Mori, who resigned
after saying women talk too much in meetings, sparking outcry
in Japan and abroad.

“I’m sure the Games are going to attract more attention re-
lated to gender equality, and in this regard I am determined to
regain trust, by my fullest endeavors,” she said after her ap-
pointment. She pledged to increase the number of women on
the Tokyo 2020 executive board from around 20 percent to 40
percent, and urged Olympic torchbearers and volunteers who
had quit in protest at Mori’s comments to return.

Until yesterday, Hashimoto, 56, was also minister for gen-
der equality and women’s empowerment. “I recognize that
there is still a lot of conscious division of roles according to
gender (in Japan). What can be done to change that through
the organizing committee’s reforms is important,” she said.
She had reportedly been reluctant to take on the job, and will
face an uphill struggle to win over the public before the

Games are due to open on July 23.
Anti-infection measures should be Tokyo 2020’s “top prior-

ity”, she said, pledging to work to “ensure that the public both
domestically and abroad feel this is going to be a safe and se-
cure Olympic Games”. Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga said
Hashimoto’s years as a sprint cyclist and speed skater — win-
ning bronze in 1992 — would be good preparation. “She has
experience of competing at the summer and winter Olympics
seven times. I want her to work hard to firmly realize the phi-
losophy of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics and Paralympics by mak-
ing use of that experience,” he said. —AFP

TOKYO: Seiko Hashimoto, president of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics Organising
Committee, speaks during a press conference after the Tokyo 2020 Executive
Board meeting in Tokyo yesterday. —AFP


