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Andrei Myagkov, a Russian actor whose box office hits
including New Year’s Eve favorite “The Irony of Fate”
became iconic across the Soviet Union, has died in

Moscow aged 82. Myagkov starred in some of the biggest
classics of Soviet cinema and “The Irony of Fate” — a 1976
romantic comedy — continues to be watched across
Russia and the countries of the ex-Soviet Union on every
New Year’s Eve. The press service of the Moscow Art
Theatre (MKhAT), where Myagkov worked for decades,
said that the “great artist who was loved by the people”
passed away in the early hours of yesterday morning.

The statement did not specify the cause of death.
Myagkov was born in Leningrad (now Saint Petersburg) in

1938, as a child surviving the prolonged siege of the city
during World War II.  At the start of his acting career
Myagkov joined the troupe of the free-thinking Sovremennik
Theatre in Moscow that was founded by young actors in the
years of the “thaw” following the death of Joseph Stalin. In
1977, Myagkov moved to MKhAT, the country’s best-known
drama theatre, where he worked as an actor for many
years, later becoming a teacher and director there.
However, it was Myagkov’s roles in cinema that truly gained
him popularity in the USSR. 

He collaborated with renowned director Eldar Ryazanov
for a number of films including “The Irony of Fate”, where
Myagkov plays a Moscow surgeon who after drinking with
friends on New Year’s Eve is put on a plane to Leningrad
and arrives thinking he is still in the capital.  The movie —
which gently skewered Soviet-era planning by suggesting
every city looked the same — has become a cultural phe-
nomenon and is still traditionally watched by millions of
Russians during the winter holidays.

Myagkov was also among the star-studded cast of
“Office Romance” (1977), portraying a statistics bureau
worker who plans to secure a promotion by seducing his
boss, played by another Soviet film star Alisa Freindlich.  In
a career spanning several decades, Myagkov played more
than 50 roles on screen and on stage. MKhAT said that in
recent years Myagkov and his actress wife Anastasia
Voznesenkaya did not appear on stage and “lived in soli-
tude, devoting themselves to each other”.  Vladimir Putin’s
spokesman Dmitry Peskov yesterday told journalists that
the president expressed his “deep condolences” over the
actor’s death. —AFP 

Drew Barrymore didn’t feel “very confident” with her
hairstyle at the 1998 Oscars. The 45-year-old actress
has admitted at the time she was insecure about her

short choppy tresses with daisies, but now she looks back
at the snaps taken at the prestigious awards ceremony and
loves her whole look, which was complete with a “ton of
body glitter”, a brick red lip and a little black dress. She
admitted: “I didn’t feel very confident with this haircut, but
now looking back on it, I love it. This was before there was
so much scrutiny about everybody’s hair, make-up, and
wardrobe, and I thought that I should wear what I wore in
normal life to the Academy Awards. So I picked up some
Marguerite daisies from the bodega and put on a ton of
body glitter. I’m also a huge fan of a brick red lip because it
really warms up your face. I can only imagine what people
would have said about this look today.”  Elsewhere, Drew
revealed she “fought really hard” for Cinderella to be
brunette in ‘Ever After: A Cinderella Story’.— Bang Showbiz

Kim Kardashian West wants Kanye West to continue
“playing a huge role” in their children’s lives. The
‘Keeping Up With The Kardashians’ star is splitting

from the rapper but she is as keen as he is that he stays
involved in the kids’ - North, seven, Saint, five, Chicago,
three, and Psalm, 21 months - life. A source said: “He still
wants to play a huge role in their lives and Kim would never
discourage that ... He is no longer living at the house with
Kim and the kids. When he sees the kids, he meets them
elsewhere.” And the 40-year-old television personality and
the 43-year-old rapper are in no rush to officially end their
marriage as they are effectively split from each other now
anyway.

The insider added to E! News of the couple’s impending
break up: “Kim already feels like she is divorced. They are
at a standstill currently and neither of them are pushing [to
make the split official]. At this point in time, there is no rush
for the paperwork to be finalized.” Meanwhile, it was previ-
ously revealed that Kanye is “less than thrilled” that his
divorce from Kim will be broadcasted on the family’s E!
reality show as it plays out.

A source shared: “He is less than thrilled. She will con-
tinue to focus on her business empire. Kim has been in
individual counseling and is at peace with where her life is
headed.” Kim and Kanye had been in marriage counseling
as they “tried to work through things”. An insider added of
their counseling sessions: “Divorce has been discussed,
but Kim wants more than anything for their relationship to
work. There wasn’t anything specific that happened that
led them to this point ... They are 100 percent aligned
when it comes to the kids.” However, another insider insist-
ed at the time that the couple were just dealing with “regu-
lar issues”. They added of the couple’s struggles: “It’s just
regular relationship issues. There is no one else involved.
Divorce talks have been on and off with them since the
spring.”— Bang Showbiz

Adriver accused of striking and killing US rapper Nicki
Minaj’s father in a hit-and-run has been arrested,
police said Wednesday. Charles Polevich, 70, was

charged with ‘Leaving the Scene of an Accident with a
Fatality and Tampering with Evidence,’ New York state’s
Nassau County Police said on Twitter. Polevich, who plead-
ed not guilty, was released on a $250,000 bond, his lawyer
Michael Scotto told CNN.

Minaj’s 64-year-old father Robert Maraj was walking
down the street in the municipality of Mineola on Long
Island on Friday when he was struck by a car. The driver
fled the scene and Maraj was taken to the hospital where
he died Saturday. Minaj, who was born in Trinidad and
Tobago but raised in a Queens neighborhood not far from
where her father was struck, has not yet issued an official
statement. — AFP

Russian President Vladimir Putin shakes hands with actor
Andrei Myagkov during an awards ceremony at the Kremlin in
Moscow. — AFP 
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In this file photo singer Nicki Minaj performs onstage at the 2011
American Music Awards held at Nokia Theatre L.A. LIVE. — AFP 
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