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WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden’s 
immigration bill, which aims to create a path to 
citizenship for 11 million undocumented immi-
grants, was unveiled yesterday to begin its leg-
islative process, senior White House officials 
said. “This was a day-one commitment of the 
president, and it is his vision of what it takes to 
fix the system,” a senior administration official 
told reporters. 

Two Democratic legislators, California 
Congresswoman Linda Sanchez and New 
Jersey Senator Bob Menendez, will present the 
initiative in the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, respectively. 

The bill aims to create a path to citizenship 
for 11 million undocumented immigrants who 
can prove they were in the United States on 
January 1, 2021. The legislation will benefit the 
so-called Dreamers, people who were brought 
to the United States illegally as children and 
grew up there. 

Then-president Barack Obama issued an 
executive order in 2012 which offered protec-
tion for Dreamers at renewable two-year peri-
ods, including authorization to work. His suc-
cessor Donald Trump attempted to end the 
program in 2017 as part of his crackdown on 

all kinds of immigration. 
The case ended up in the US Supreme 

Court, which ruled that the Trump administra-
tion had not followed proper administrative 
procedures to end the policy, although the 
Department of Homeland Security reinstated it 
only partially. People benefiting from 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS), which pre-
vents the deportation of citizens from countries 
affected by natural disasters or conflict, and 
farmworkers who can show a history of 
employment in the United States will also be 
able to get permanent residence. 

For Biden, it is “a chance to kind of reset 
and restart conversations on immigration 
reform after the last four years,” the senior offi-
cial added. The Trump administration passed 
more than 400 executive orders to curb immi-
gration and punish the undocumented. Since 
coming to power, Biden has announced a push 
to reform immigration and roll back his prede-
cessor’s hardline policies, including with the 
creation of a special task force to reunite fami-
lies separated by Trump’s “zero tolerance” bor-
der policy towards undocumented immigrants. 
Starting this week, he will begin to dismantle 
the controversial “stay in Mexico” program, 

which forced tens of thousands of asylum 
seekers to remain at the border pending reso-
lution of their cases. 

The bill will also replace the term “alien,” 

used to refer to foreigners in immigration leg-
islation, with “non-citizen” “to better reflect 
the president’s values on immigration,” the 
official said. — AFP
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WASHINGTON, DC: An LED truck displaying messages expressing concern over the continuing mass deporta-
tions of Black immigrants drives past the office of US Customs and Border Protection prior to a 
#BidenAlsoDeports rally in Washington, DC. — AFP

NEW YORK: Some 2.7 million households in Texas were still 
without power as of Wednesday morning in the wake of 
extremely cold weather buffeting the region. 

But while the unusual Arctic air mass has lashed numerous 
states with snow and sleet with more on the way yesterday, 
Texas, the heart of the country’s oil industry, has seen the 
worst of the power outages. 

The Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT), which 
operates much of the state’s power grid, underestimated the 
surge in demand caused by the unusually cold weather and 
used planned outages to avert an uncontrolled blackout.  
Some families have been out of power for more than 48 hours. 

The frigid temperatures also caused outages at key energy 
installations-natural gas-fired power plants, wind turbines and 
nuclear plants-which are not typically insulated as they are in 
other states with colder climates. ERCOT was formed to give 
the state authority over its own power system rather than 
FERC, and the outages were exacerbated by the fact that 
unlike other states, the power grid in Texas is largely discon-
nected from the national grid, which means it cannot import 
power in the event of outages.  Experts have pointed to sever-
al other factors behind the crisis, including a lack of surplus 
power capacity. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: Insisting that he won the US election and 
brawling with his own party’s top senator, Donald Trump was 
back to demanding national attention this week. President Joe 
Biden just yawned. 

“I’m tired of talking about Donald Trump, don’t want to 
talk about him anymore,” Biden said during a CNN town hall 
in Wisconsin late Tuesday. Trump is doing his best to get 
talked about. Since grumpily departing the White House on 
January 20 and ceding to Biden, he has largely kept to him-
self.But on Wednesday he marked the death of right-wing 
radio host Rush Limbaugh by calling into Fox News and reup-
ping his false claim that he was robbed of victory in the 
November 3 election. 

“Rush thought we won and so do I by the way. I think we 
won substantially,” Trump said, adding how “angry” the coun-
try is about the supposed fraud, which no court has substanti-
ated. Trump lit up the political landscape on Tuesday by firing 
a remarkable broadside at Senator Mitch McConnell, the sen-
ior Republican in Congress. McConnell’s sin was to have 
ripped Trump in a speech after helping acquit the former 
president in last Saturday’s impeachment trial. 

McConnell did not join the seven rebel Republicans voting 
with Democrats to convict Trump for inciting insurrection at 
the Capitol on January 6. He stuck to the party line and in 
doing so likely ensured that the number of defectors remained 
just a trickle. 

But having done his duty to Trump, McConnell then let 
loose, blaming him for a “disgraceful dereliction of duty” and 
recalling that the mob attacking the Capitol was “carrying his 
banners... screaming their loyalty to him.” 

Trump’s riposte was a humdinger. “Mitch is a dour, sullen, 
and unsmiling political hack,” a statement from Trump’s 

Florida retreat said. 
How Biden was going to deal with the specter of a vengeful 

Trump has been a question ever since his convincing victory 
in November. Typically, former presidents fade gracefully into 
the background, but Trump is different. Now Biden has given 
his answer. 

“For four years all that’s been in the news is Trump. In the 
next four years I want to make sure all the news is the 
American people,” Biden said in the CNN town hall. 

Throughout the appearance, Biden stuck to promoting a 
gigantic $1.9 trillion economic stimulus package and getting 
the country vaccinated against COVID-19. It’s the same line 
he took during last week’s impeachment trial drama and ever 
since entering the Oval Office. References he did make to 
Trump were notable mostly for their indifference. — AFP 

Trump rages, Biden yawns

WASHINGTON, DC: A temporary security fence topped with concertina 
razor wire surrounds the US Capitol on Wednesday in Washington, DC. 
The fence was erected around the Capitol, the Supreme Court, the 
Library of Congress and their associated office buildings following the 
deadly January 6 insurrection.— AFP


