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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MoH) registered yester-
day 979 additional COVID-19 cases over a 24-hour span, increas-
ing the total number of infections to 181,484, while eight fatalities
were recorded, raising the death toll to 1,027. Plus, 986 fresh re-
covery cases were added to a total of 169,406 cured people,
MoH’s Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said during the 108th
regular press conference.

Active cases amounted to 11,051 with 153 of them in intensive
care units (ICU) as of yesterday, the ministry confirmed. Health
authorities conducted 10,622 swab tests to a total of 1,708,081,
he revealed. Dr Sanad urged everyone in Kuwait to comply with
the precautionary measures against the virus and maintain social
distancing. He recommends that everyone should visit MoH’s of-
ficial accounts and official authorities in the country to view the
instructions, recommendations, and everything that would con-
tribute to help fight the pandemic. 

Meanwhile, Assistant undersecretary for medicine affairs in the
Ministry of Health Abdullah Al-Bader said the fifth batch of Pfizer-
BioNTech coronavirus vaccine will arrive on Sunday. The ministry
is closely monitoring safety of taking the vaccine, and its quality
standards globally, Bader said yesterday. Kuwait began the vac-
cination campaign on December 27, with 454,522 people regis-
tered to take the vaccination as of this past Monday. About
137,000 people have taken the vaccine, among them about
119,000 Kuwaiti citizens, while the daily rate of vaccinations is
recorded at 16,000 people. — KUNA
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News in brief

Kuwait imports $1b gasoline

KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) resorted
to purchasing gasoline for KD 135 million ($450 million)
from the direct market during the 2019-2020 fiscal year to
meet the increased local demand. Delays in some capital
projects, including the construction of gasoline production
units in oil refineries, have forced KPC to import the fuel
from abroad, Al-Anba Arabic daily reported. Official oil
sources said Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC)
bore the cost of importing gasoline for $1 billion during the
period from April 2018 to March 31, 2020, due to the delay
in completing the Clean Fuel Project. The company seeks to
meet the local market’s demands after the start of operating
gasoline production units within the Clean Fuel Project in
the Mina Al-Ahmadi and Mina Abdullah oil refineries.

Kuwait oil rises to $63.55 pb

KUWAIT: Price of the Kuwaiti crude oil rose 55 cents to
$63.55 per barrel Wednesday against $63 pb Tuesday,
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation said yesterday. In interna-
tional markets, the Brent crude oil settled at $64.34 pb rising
by 99 cents while the West Texas intermediate crude closed
at $61.41 pb increasing by $1.09. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Health Minister Dr Basel Al-Sabah met yes-
terday with Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George, and
they discussed measures taken to fight the novel coron-
avirus (COVID-19). — KUNAWeather to improve in coming days

KUWAIT: Temperature has currently dropped in Kuwait amid
an incoming high pressure from the west bringing with it an im-
proved weather. Yasser Al-Bloushi, the head of marine forecast at
Kuwait Control and Meteorological Center (KCMC), said that the

temperature today would be in the range 19-20 degrees during
the day. The weather yesterday was cold with unsteady north-
westerly winds (15-45 km/h), while temperature ranged between
18-20 degrees, he said. — KUNA


