
WASHINGTON: Millions were left without power as a
winter storm gripped the southern and central United
States Tuesday with record-low temperatures in ill-pre-
pared areas, and a tornado claiming three lives. More
than 20 storm-related deaths have been registered so
far, including in traffic accidents in Texas, Kentucky and
Missouri, according to local media. In hardest-hit
Texas-where freezing conditions prompted utility com-
panies to implement rotating blackouts-a woman and
girl died from carbon monoxide poisoning after using a
car to generate heat, according to NBC News.

In Houston on Monday, a homeless man was killed
“possibly from exposure,” according to the Harris
County Sheriff’s Department, and the city’s police chief
said another man had been found dead after potential
exposure to low temperatures. A man in Louisiana died
when he hit his head after slipping on ice, and a 10-
year-old Tennessee boy died after he and his six-year-
old sister fell through the ice into a pond Sunday.

President Joe Biden on Tuesday vowed to provide
additional emergency resources for those affected by
the “historic storm.” He also thanked “road workers,
highway patrol officers, and first responders who are
taking swift action in horrific conditions to save lives,”
according to a White House statement. The winter
storm spawned at least four tornadoes, according to
Atlanta-based weather.com, including one in coastal
North Carolina late Monday that killed at least three
people and injured 10 more.

“It is estimated that at least 50 homes were affected
in the incident and several power lines were damaged,
causing power outages,” Brunswick County Emergency
Services said in a statement. Photos and video broad-
cast by US media showed downed trees, flattened
homes and smashed cars. According to the
Poweroutage.us tracking site, more than three million
residential, commercial and industrial customers were
without electricity in Texas as of Tuesday evening.

Plow shortage 
In the state capital Austin, the temperature dropped

to 10 degrees Fahrenheit (-12 degrees Celsius) — well

below February’s average low of 45F. By contrast, ther-
mometers in Anchorage, Alaska read 20F.

Rare wintry scenes played out in Houston, where
locals built snowmen and sledded. “It’s lovely to see the
white but very dangerous at the same time because
people here don’t know how to drive in it,” Houston res-
ident Michael, who only gave his first name, said.

“You know they’re driving too fast.” In Mississippi,
residents woke up to discover much of the Deep South
state transformed into a snow-and-ice-covered land-
scape. Authorities were reportedly struggling to clear
roads, as they did not have snow plows because the
state so rarely needs them. Officials across the US
urged residents to exercise caution in navigating the
perilous conditions. Weather-related emergencies have
been declared in Texas, Alabama, Oklahoma, Kansas,
Mississippi and Oregon-where nearly 200,000 cus-
tomers were without power.

Across the southern border, Mexican officials said
six people died after temperatures plunged and frozen
pipelines bringing natural gas from the United States

caused rolling power outages. Four died in Monterrey,
three of them homeless people who succumbed to
exposure and one person who died at home from car-
bon monoxide poisoning from a heater. Two agricultural
workers also died in neighboring Tamaulipas from
hypothermia.  The National Weather Service (NWS)
said the winter storm will move towards the northeast
US before “making a beeline for eastern Canada.”

“But not before it causes heavy snow and freezing
rain in parts of the eastern Great Lakes and New
England,” the NWS said. New York governor Andrew
Cuomo on Monday ordered emergency services to pre-
pare for sleet, ice and freezing rain. “This massive
weather system is making its way across the country
and ready to deliver a one-two punch of snow, ice and
heavy winds across the entire state for the next two
days,” he said in a statement. Further inland, Chicago
was expecting to see up to 14 inches of snow before the
end of the cold snap. The weather had caused almost 60
flight cancelations at local airports by Tuesday morning,
the local ABC affiliate reported. — AFP
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Millions struggle without power 
as deadly winter storm grips US

Storm-related deaths cross 200 amid record-low temperatures
News in brief

Vaccines for all by end July: Biden

MILWAUKEE, United States: President Joe Biden
said Tuesday that all Americans will have access to
COVID-19 vaccines before August. Biden has previ-
ously predicted that vaccines might be available to all
by spring, but the White House has recently toned
down its optimism, citing difficulties both with avail-
ability of vaccines and ability to deliver them. Asked
when all Americans would be vaccinated, Biden told a
CNN town hall meeting with members of the public:
“By the end of July this year.” “By the end of July we’ll
have 600 million doses, enough to vaccinate every
American,” he said. —AFP 

Brazil lawmaker arrested 

RIO DE JANEIRO: A Brazilian congressman allied
with President Jair Bolsonaro was arrested Tuesday
on the orders of a Supreme Court justice after he
posted a video online in which he insulted and threat-
ened the high court’s judges. Daniel Silveira, an ex-
cop serving his first term in Brazil’s lower house of
Congress, was arrested by federal police at his home
in Petropolis, in Rio de Janeiro state, on a warrant
issued by Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de
Moraes. “At this moment, 11:19 pm, the federal police
are here in my house with an arrest warrant issued by
Alexandre de Moraes,” Silveira said in a video posted
on Twitter as the raid unfolded. — AFP 

NZ ends snap virus lockdown 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand: New Zealand lift-
ed a snap COVID-19 lockdown in its largest city
Auckland yesterday, with Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern expressing confidence the outbreak was con-
tained. The stay-at-home order for the city of almost
two million was issued on Sunday after three commu-
nity cases emerged, the first lockdown in Auckland
for almost six months. Ardern said close contacts of
the three cases, all members of the same family, had
all since tested negative, with the exception of three
people now isolation. — AFP 

NZ ends bid to find bodies 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand: A marathon effort
to retrieve the remains of 29 miners killed more than
a decade ago in one of New Zealand’s worst industri-
al accidents was called off yesterday after workers
found their path blocked by a tunnel collapse. The
miners died at the South Island’s Pike River pit in
November 2010 after a blast triggered by a build-up
of flammable methane gas. The government at the
time promised to retrieve the entombed remains but
suspended operations due to fears of further explo-
sions, angering families of victims. — AFP 

TEXAS: Pike Electric service trucks line up after a snow storm on Tuesday in Fort Worth, Texas. — AFP  

NECOCLI, Colombia: African migrants gather at a makeshift camp in Necocli, Colombia. — AFP 

First baby born 
in France after 
uterus transplant 
PARIS: A baby has been born following a uterus trans-
plant for the first time ever in France, the hospital treat-
ing mother and infant said yesterday. Such births are
extremely rare but not unprecedented, and come after a
cutting-edge procedure to transplant a healthy uterus
into a woman whose own is damaged or missing.

The baby, a girl weighing 1.845 kilograms (4.059
pounds), was born on Friday, according to the team at
the Foch hospital outside Paris. “Mother and baby are
doing well,” Jean-Marc Ayoubi, head of gynaecology,
obstetrics and reproductive medicine at the hospital, told
AFP. The 36-year-old mother, whose name was given
only as Deborah, was born without a uterus as she suf-
fered from a rare condition known as Rokitansky
Syndrome, which affects about one in 4,500 women.
She received a uterus transplant in March 2019 — per-
formed by the same team that delivered the baby-from
her own mother, then aged 57. The first ever birth after a
uterus transplant was in Sweden in 2014.  It came one
year after the transplant surgery in a case that was doc-
umented in the medical journal The Lancet. Other such
births have been documented in the US and Brazil, but
they remain rare. The cases offer hope to women suffer-
ing from similar reproductive problems, as an alternative
to adoption or surrogacy. — AFP

African migrants 
cross the Americas
NECOCLI, Colombia: Ahmed Kabeer fled his home-
land of Sudan where he was tortured and traveled thou-
sands of miles to find himself in a new hell: the ominous
jungle that straddles Colombia and Panama. Unlike hun-
dreds of thousands of other African migrants that crowd
into precarious boats and launch into the Mediterranean
Sea hoping to reach Europe, Kabeer’s aim is the United
States. “There is a route” through Latin America, said
Kabeer, who has a huge scar on his left leg and walks
with a limp. Kabeer is one of 23 people from the other
side of the world who-along with hundreds of Haitians
and Cubans-are waiting in a camp to cross the daunting
Darien Gap having fled war and poverty. They are united
by anxiety. Following a forced pause due to the pandem-
ic, the moment has come to cross the jungle corridor
between Colombia and Panama that spans more than
250 kilometers (155 miles). Almost 700 migrants have
been held up in Necocli, Colombia for weeks.

They set up a makeshift camp in the village while
waiting for the border with Panama to reopen. Arriving
in South America was the easy part for Kabeer, 34. “I
find it’s not very difficult that Brazil gives visas for peo-
ple,” he said. From Brazil he went to Peru and Ecuador
before arriving in Colombia. The route to the US passes
through Panama and on northwards through Central
America. Visas won’t be a problem now given the porous
borders he will cross, but he’ll need money for bribes.

Tortured 
Kabeer’s odyssey began in 2003 when war broke out

in the Darfur region of Sudan amidst accusations of eth-
nic cleansing against the government of then-president

Omar Al-Bashir. The next year, Kabeer’s mother and
uncle were murdered. He set off through several coun-
tries in Africa and the Middle East before he was
expelled from Israel in 2018.

He returned to Sudan but a year later was captured
by the security forces.  Kabeer insists he was tortured
due to his tribal association. A scar stretching down his
calf to his Achilles tendon bears witness to his suffering.
He fled again to Egypt this time and opened a small
business. But he was robbed. In desperation he traveled
as a tourist to Sao Paulo last year. Upon arrival he con-
tinued another 5,000 kilometers (3,100 miles) over land.

“I only want a safe place where I can speak English ...
like USA, like Canada,” he said. It will likely take seven to
10 weeks just to reach Mexico. “It’s a route that is not
safe 100 percent so I will find some difficulties,” Kabeer
acknowledged. The probability of suffering “physical
and psychological violence is very high throughout the
whole journey, especially between Colombia and
Panama,” a spokesperson for the International
Organization for Migration said.

But these migrants feel the risks are worth it. “In
Africa there are a lot of problems ... there’s no work,
there’s a lot of corruption,” said Karifala Fofana, a
Guinean occupying a tent next to Kadeer’s. “Even if
you’ve finished your studies, even if you’re intelligent,”
he said.  “If you’re not from a rich family ... you’re
screwed.” Flashlights, batteries and machetes are essen-
tial for the next step. The crossing of the Darien Gap
happens mainly at night and can take five or six days. As
well as coming across swamps and snakes, there is the
risk of running into drug-traffickers transporting cocaine
into Central America. Locals say they have little sympa-
thy for migrants, though authorities can be more wel-
coming. Last year, between January and October,
Panama intercepted 287 Africans in the jungle and trans-
ported them to temporary accommodation while waiting
for Costa Rica to grant them entry. —AFP

A cyclist rides along a cycling lane in Cyprus’ southern
port city of Limassol while in the background is seen
the Cyprus-flagged oil tanker Carmelia. — AFP

PARIS: A baby has been born following a uterus trans-
plant for the first time ever in France, the hospital treat-
ing mother and infant said yesterday.— AFP

Virus-stranded 
cruise ships tread 
water off Cyprus
MONI, Cyprus: Half a dozen cruise ships have been
stranded for up to nine months off Cyprus, looming
large over a fishing village on the holiday island hit by
the coronavirus pandemic. Cyprus was quick to
impose a stringent lockdown last March, shutting its
air and sea ports as COVID-19 began to overwhelm
hospitals elsewhere in Europe.

The Mediterranean island, whose economy relies
heavily on tourism and shipping, opened its waters two
months later to cruise liners for refuelling and anchor-
age. Carnival, one of the world’s largest cruise opera-
tors, took up the offer, and its luxury ships have been
anchored off the village of Moni since May, with the
cruise industry immobilized by the pandemic.

Lying around two kilometers (just over a mile) off-
shore, six cruise ships figure prominently and have
become an attraction for snap-happy Cypriots. “These
ships are stuck here because there is nowhere to go;
there is no business for the time being,” said Marios
Chrysanthou, captain of the nearby Saint Rafael mari-
na, which is used to resupply and rotate the quaran-
tined crews. “I never saw anything like this,” he said.
“During our winter time they (normally) go to Australia
or America, but this virus situation is everywhere
now.”Some of the ships have come and gone, but oth-
ers have been anchored off Cyprus for nine months.
“Our ships are off the coast of Cyprus awaiting return
to service,” said Negin Kamali, spokeswoman for
Princess Cruises. “We are continuing to assess the
possibilities for future sailings,” she told AFP in an
email.—AFP

New PM Draghi 
to unveil plan 
to rescue Italy 
ROME: Italy’s new Prime Minister Mario Draghi is
due to unveil his rescue plan for the country yesterday,
two weeks after he was called in to tackle the coron-
avirus crisis. The former head of the European Central
Bank (ECB), known as “Super Mario” for his role in
saving the euro, was scheduled to address the Senate
before submitting his government to a vote of confi-
dence.The lower house of parliament, the Chamber of
Deputies, was due to hold its own vote today-although
there is little suspense, as he has the support of almost
all the main political parties.

Italy has high hopes of the 73-year-old economist,

who has already gone down in history with a 2012
speech in which he pledged to do “whatever it takes”
to shore up the European single currency.

In his new mission, Draghi needs equal determina-
tion. He was sworn in on Saturday as Italy’s 30th prime
minister in 75 years of republican history, ending a
month-long political crisis that played out in the middle
of a raging coronavirus pandemic.  The country’s death
toll is approaching 100,000, and there is rising concern
about a new surge in cases brought about by the
spread of British, Brazilian and South African variants.
Meanwhile, the economy shrank by almost nine per
cent last year, one of the worst results in the eurozone,
and close to 450,000 people lost their jobs-mostly
women and young people. In a short acceptance
speech on February 3, after President Sergio Mattarella
asked him to form a government, Draghi called for
national unity in the face of a “difficult moment”.

Long-awaited overhaul 
He listed as his immediate priorities “defeating the

pandemic, completing the vaccination campaign and
relaunching the country” with the “extraordinary
resources” offered by the European Union. 

Italy expects to receive more than 200 billion euros
($240 billion) from the EU’s post-coronavirus recovery
fund, but in return, it is expected to commit to poten-
tially difficult or unpopular reforms. The Senate speech
will give Draghi the chance to finally unveil his agenda
for the country, after weeks in which he hardly spoke
in public, working mostly behind the scenes.

“[It] will be the first time in which we will reason-
ably have the chance to listen to Draghi for more than
two minutes,” political analyst and media expert
Lorenzo Pregliasco said.  Speeding up vaccinations,
protecting businesses and workers and revamping an
economy that struggled even before the pandemic
struck are obvious priorities for Italy’s new leader. He
is also expected to promise long-awaited overhauls of
Italy’s stifling bureaucracy, labyrinthine tax code and
snail-paced justice system, and fresh investment in its
underperforming schools and universities. — AFP 


