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The Dutch, who love to ice skate, on
Sunday had a rare chance to hit
the canals after they froze over for

the first time in almost three years.
Some however hit the ice a bit too hard,
taking tumbles that landed them in hos-
pital despite an official plea to spare
overstretched emergency services. In
Amsterdam, dozens of skaters took to
the Prinsengracht, an iconic canal in the
city center on Sunday, even though the
ice was not thick enough in all places.
At least one person broke through, but
was able to make it to safety unaided,
local media reported.

Prime Minister Mark Rutte had
warned against mass skating to avoid
the risk of spreading Covid-19 as well
as injuries that could clog up hospital
emergency rooms. But in Kinderdijk,
western Holland, dozens laced up their
skates for a spin near windmills that are
often seen on postcards and have been
listed as UNESCO world heritage sites.
“Most people are usually still in bed on
a Sunday morning at this time. But this
ice is so beautiful, it’s a fever, it grips
you and you have to get out and go
skating,” said Cok Hartkoorn, 71, who
looked on from the canal bank.

“This might not happen again for a
few years. You have to take the opportu-
nity when you can.” Marleen Bouman,
49, added: “Skating is so nice because
we’re all together in it. We’re outside,

we’re moving. In these tough corona
times that’s a rare thing.”

Dutch tradition 
Skating, like cycling, is a Dutch tradi-

tion, and almost everyone is said to
have a pair of skates ready for when the
canals freeze over. Many had hoped
that a popular competition, the
Elfstedentocht, or Eleven Cities Race,
would be held for the first time in nearly

a quarter-century this year. But Rutte
said skating had to be limited to pairs
under anti-coronavirus restrictions. Last
held in 1997, the ultra-endurance
marathon follows a gruelling 200 kilome-
ter route along the northern Friesland
province, and completing it is consid-
ered a true test of character. Despite it
not being held, emergency rooms were
twice as busy as usual on Saturday as
people turned up with broken wrists and

other injuries suffered during falls, med-
ical staff associations noted on Twitter.
A week-long cold snap was due to end
yesterday, and many municipalities
have warned it will soon be time to get
off the ice. — AFP 

Simon Cowell 
is ‘ramping up’ 
security at his
London home
The ‘X Factor’ boss was the victim of

a burglary in 2015 when a thief
stole almost £1 million worth of jew-

elry and two passports while, his partner
Lauren Silverman and their son Eric,
seven, were asleep, and he’s taking no
chances on risking it happening again
so has splashed out to secure a secret
“blind spot” back entrance. A source
told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre col-
umn:  “After the terrifying experience he
had a few years ago Simon doesn’t want
a repeat. He is only too aware of the
threat of burglary and being in the public
eye means he’s a potential target.

“When he bought the place he made
plans for top-of-the- range security and
these arrangements are ramping up his
efforts even further. The most important
thing to Simon is the safety of his family.
No expense spared.” The 61-year-old
music mogul was granted planning per-
mission to undertake the unspecified
security measures last month, and that’s
not the only changes he’s making to the
abode as last week, work started on
building a swimming pool. Darren
February was jailed for eight years for
the raid, but was already serving eight-
and-a-half years for causing death by
dangerous driving after a killing a man a
week after the burglary by driving a
stolen car on the wrong side of the road.

In a victim impact statement read to
the court in 2017, Simon told how he
felt in “constant fear” of his home and
family being targeted again. He said:
“The whole incident has been very
traumatic and there is a constant fear
that it may be repeated and that it may
be worse next time. “This incident has
caused me great concerns about the
security of my family. “On reflection I
am very scared of what could have
happened to my son if the burglar had

gone into his room. “I could not bear to
think of the consequences and also a
lot would have happened if the burglar
had come into our room.” And Simon
said he, Lauren, and Eric’s nannies
have “become much more anxious
over safety issues relating to my son’s
care and well-being” since the burgla-
ry. He added: “My son was in the
house that night and I am naturally very
concerned over what could have hap-
pened if the burglar had entered my
son’s room, as any parent in the same
situation would be.”— Bang Showbiz

Kendall Jenner and Devin
Booker have made their
romance Instagram official.

The 25-year-old supermodel has
been romantically linked to the
NBA star since April last year,
and the pair were also spotted
together in Tahiti, where they cel-
ebrated Kim Kardashian West’s
40th birthday in October. Kendall
and Devin have kept tight-lipped
about their relationship status,
but on Valentine’s Day Kendall
posted a cute snap of the
Phoenix Suns player cuddling
her on top of a kitchen surface on
her Instagram Story and had a
huge grin on her face. The cat-
walk beauty also tagged her man
in the post. An insider had previ-
ously claimed the duo love
spending time together. The
source said: “She invited him to
Kim’s birthday and knew it would
be easy for him to hang out with
her family and friends.”

However, a separate source
had previously insisted that
Kendall and Devin’s romance is
not “super serious”, though that
doesn’t appear to be the case
anymore. It had been claimed
that the brunette beauty - who
has previously dated Blake
Griffin and Ben Simmons - wasn’t
looking to make a long-term com-
mitment to any one person. An
insider shared: “Kendall likes to
float around and not be tied
down to one person.” While last
June, it was claimed that Kendall
was “talking to a couple [of] dif-
ferent guys” - including Devin.
The source added: “She has so
many men after her it’s crazy.”
The ‘Keeping Up with the
Kardashians’ star previously dat-
ed basketball star Ben Simmons
on and off between 2018 and
2019, and the pair were thought
to have reconciled in January
2020. However, sources at the
time insisted they were “not offi-
cially back together”.

An insider said: “They both
like having a no-strings-attached
type of relationship with each
other, for the most part. They
both work and travel frequently
and don’t find it very realistic to
be in an exclusive relationship
with one another.” Kendall - who
is a half-sister to Kim Kardashian
West, Khloe Kardashian and
Kourtney Kardashian and the
older sibling of Kylie Jenner -
previously explained why she
has made a concerted effort to
keep her love life private. She
shared: “I got a glimpse of how
my sisters dealt with [the atten-
tion] and it’s cool to learn from
that. “For me, a lot of things are
very special and very sacred, like
my friends and relationships, and
I personally think that bringing
things into the public makes
everything so much messier.”

—Bang Showbiz

Nicole ‘Snooki’
Polizzi is battling
coronavirus

The ‘Jersey Shore’ star has revealed
she is spending Valentine’s Day
“isolated” in her room, with her

symptoms first starting as a cold but
before long she was “napping all day”,
prompting her to get tested. Taking to
Instagram, she wrote: “Happy Valentine’s
Day! This ones a bit different ... I have
Covid. I’ve been isolated in my room
since I found out. My family & I have
been super cautious & careful, so this is
super scary. My symptoms started out as
just a bad sinus cold. 

Headache, Stuffy nose & mild cough.
Then I felt super tired and ended up nap-
ping all day which made me go get test-
ed. Today i just feel groggy. I ended up
losing my taste and smell last night. It’s
fricken weird. I had a greasy cheese piz-
za & couldn’t taste a damn thing. WHAT A

SIN. The rest of my family tested negative,
so i am here hiding out in my bedroom
until this is over. Slide over to the next pic.
I woke up to roses and chocolates thrown
on my floor from my family. Still showing
my quarantine ass Love on Valentine’s
Day! Appreciate all of your concerns, but
I am ok! Please stay safe everyone! (sic)”
Her fans and friends have rushed to
social media to wish her well. One wrote:
“I love you mama rest up and get better
soon!!! ... (sic)” Whilst another added:
“Get better lovey ... shout if you need me
(sic)” A third shared: “DAMN IT, ugh she
gotchu! Glad the family is safe & nega-
tive, get better soon boo, miss yew lots.
(sic)”. — BangShowbiz

Skaters glide on the ice near windmills in the village of Kinderdijk. — AFP photos
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