
WASHINGTON: A day after the Senate acquitted
Donald Trump in a historic second impeachment trial,
America was weighing how long a shadow the former
president will cast-over his party, and over the country.
The Senate on Saturday voted 57-43 to convict Trump
of inciting the January 6 assault on the US Capitol.

It was a stinging rebuke, with seven Republicans
joining all Democrats in the most bipartisan impeach-
ment vote ever, but it fell far short of the 67 votes need-
ed for conviction.  With Trump hinting afterward at a
possible political future, even as other Republicans said
it was time to move on, the stark divide facing the party
was on full view.

One frequent Trump critic, Republican Governor
Larry Hogan of Maryland, on Sunday predicted a “real
battle for the soul of the Republican Party.” “This is not
over,” he told CNN, adding he would have voted to
convict Trump.

‘Need to work with Trump’ 
Senator Bill Cassidy of Louisiana was one of the sev-

en Republicans to vote to convict; he predicted Sunday
that Trump’s still-strong hold on Republicans would
fade. “I think his force wanes...  I think our leadership
will be different going forward,” he told ABC’s “This
Week.” Several Republicans, even while voting to acquit
Trump, expressed dismay over his role on January 6 and
in the weeks before, as he stoked anger with false
claims the November election was stolen from him.

But one of the former president’s fiercest defenders,
Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, insisted
Sunday that Trump, with his fervent following, retains a
huge political role as the party looks ahead to the 2022
midterm elections. He called Trump the “most vibrant
member of the Republican Party,” adding, “We need to
work with President Trump-we can’t do it without him.”

Despite Trump’s acquittal, Democrats insisted
Sunday they had achieved a moral and political victory
by securing some Republican votes in the Senate trial
while permanently tarring Trump’s name and clearing
the way for President Joe Biden to quickly advance his
agenda.

“We clearly won in the court of public opinion,”
Representative Don Beyer told CNN. 

Party base 
Trump has flirted with the idea of running for the

White House again in 2024. A conviction Saturday
would have likely barred him from holding federal office
again. Merely hinting at a possible run will keep him in
political conversations-and allow him to continue rais-
ing large amounts of money. 

Yet a number of Republicans have distanced them-
selves from the former president, who after all lost the
election to Biden by seven million votes while also see-
ing his party lose control of the Senate.

Several Republicans are lining up to seek the presi-
dential nomination in 2024, and they are eager to leave
him in the party’s past.  One of them, Nikki Haley, a for-
mer governor who served Trump as ambassador to the
United Nations, was blunt in an interview posted Friday
by Politico, saying Trump was increasingly isolated and
had “lost any sort of political viability.”

But Republicans who have openly opposed Trump
have faced fierce blowbacks from the party’s base, and
many remain fearful of his tendency to exact payback
from critics. Trump has been deprived, however, of a key
weapon he used against political enemies-Twitter. It is
unclear whether he can generate the same levels of
enthusiasm among Republicans as he did in the past.

And Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell-
who voted against conviction, saying a former president
could not be impeached-nonetheless identified another
major challenge facing Trump.

In a blistering attack Saturday, McConnell said
“there’s no question-none-that President Trump is
practically and morally responsible for provoking the
events” of January 6.

He stressed that as a civilian Trump faces potential
civil and criminal legal vulnerability on a range of issues,
adding: “He didn’t get away with anything yet.” As the
party’s de facto leader now, McConnell seemed deter-
mined to quash any future role for Trump and try to
guide Republicans back in a more traditional direction.
Meantime, some members of both parties have called
for creation of a bipartisan commission to examine the
January 6 events-not unlike the panel that examined the
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks-which could further tarnish
Trump’s reputation.

Trump for now remains secluded in his Florida club.
In his statement Saturday, he welcomed the verdict,
denouncing the proceedings as “yet another phase of
the greatest witch hunt in the history of our country.”
He then added: “We have so much work ahead of us,
and soon we will emerge with a vision for a bright, radi-
ant, and limitless American future.” — AFP 
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Biden call to reform US gun laws

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden on Sunday
called on Congress to enact “commonsense” gun law
reforms, three years after the school shooting in
Parkland, Florida. “This administration will not wait for
the next mass shooting to heed that call,” Biden said in
a statement marking the Valentine’s Day shooting in
2018 that left 17 people dead and brought fresh atten-
tion to America’s lax gun laws. “We will take action to
end our epidemic of gun violence and make our
schools and communities safer.” Biden said he wants
Congress to pass laws that would require background
checks on all gun sales and ban assault weapons and
high-capacity magazines. — AFP

Thousands of Haitians protest 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti: Several thousand people
demonstrated Sunday in the Haitian capital Port-au-
Prince, saying the government was trying to establish a
new dictatorship and denouncing international support
for President Jovenel Moise. The protests were mostly
peaceful, although a few clashes broke out between
some demonstrators and police, who fired tear gas and
rubber bullets. Protesters waved the national flag and
chanted, “Down with the dictatorship!” Officials loyal
to Moise claimed last Sunday they had foiled an
attempt to murder him and overthrow the government.
Police arrested 23 people, accusing them of an
“attempted coup.” — AFP

DR Congo militia kills 11 civilians

BUNIA, DR Congo: Insurgents killed at least 11 civil-
ians and three soldiers in the northeastern Democratic
Republic of Congo on Sunday, the army said. Fighters
from the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) attacked the
town of Ndalya in Ituri region, killing at least 11 civil-
ians, Ituri province army spokesman Lieutenant Jules
Ngongo said. He added that in the ensuing fighting
“three members of the armed forces fell on the battle-
field” and the troops “neutralized four ADF elements”.
“The enemy retreated into the bush,” he said. “We are
still pursuing them so that we can put the people out of
danger.” — AFP

1,000 Serbia clubbers defy COVID ban 

BELGRADE: Around 1,000 partygoers were caught
at a Belgrade nightclub flouting anti-virus restrictions
in Serbia, which has banned gatherings of more than
five people, the interior ministry said Sunday. Three
suspected organizers were held for 48 hours, the min-
istry said in a statement. A report on RTS television
said the three faced a fine as well as possible jail terms
of up to three years. Flouting of the measures is fairly
regular, but parties in the Balkan country of seven mil-
lion rarely exceed a few dozen participants. Serbia’s
cafes and restaurants must close at 8 pm. — AFP

Zuma snubs anti-graft panel again

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s embattled former
president Jacob Zuma failed to appear yesterday
before a judicial panel probing corruption during his
nine-year tenure, again defying a court order for him
to testify. Zuma, 79, who has snubbed previous sum-
monses by the commission, refused to comply with the
order from the constitutional court which ruled last
month that he has to appear before the panel this
week. The court in January ruled that Zuma had no
right to remain silent during the proceedings.  He
accuses the commission of bias and has demanded
that its chair, deputy Chief Justice Raymond Zondo,
recuse himself from the anti-graft inquiry. — AFP

Nigerian president appeals for unity 

ABUJA: Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari has
vowed to protect all religious and ethnic groups in the
country after deadly clashes erupted between different
communities at a market in the southwest over the
weekend. Long-standing rivalry over access to land
and resources between northern Fulani herders and
southern Yoruba farmers are behind renewed ethnic
tensions across the south. At least one person was
killed after a dispute erupted on Friday at Shasha mar-
ket in Ibadan, the capital of Oyo state. Buhari in a
statement late on Sunday “condemned such violence
and gave assurance that his government will act deci-
sively to stop the spread of any such violence.” —AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: In this file photo the US Capitol Building is pictured January 20, 2017 in Washington, DC. A day
after the Senate acquitted Donald Trump in a historic second impeachment trial, America was weighing how long
a shadow the former president will cast — over his party, and over the country. — AFP

LONDON: The UK government will introduce mandatory hotel quarantine rules for arrivals from dozens of
countries deemed “high risk” for coronavirus variants, as it tries to stop new strains spreading. —AFP

UK rolls out hotel 
quarantine for ‘high 
risk’ country returnees
LONDON: The UK government will introduce manda-
tory hotel quarantine rules for arrivals from dozens of
countries deemed “high risk” for coronavirus variants, as
it tries to stop new strains spreading. The new policy
requires all UK citizens and permanent residents enter-
ing England from 33 countries on a wider travel ban list
to self-isolate at their own expense in approved hotels
for 10 days and take several COVID-19 tests.

Other visitors from the countries currently on the so-
called “red list”, which includes all South American
nations, South Africa and Portugal, are currently barred
from visiting under lockdown rules. Arrivals found to
have given false information about being in one of the
countries 10 days before travel could receive up to 10
years in prison-which has drawn criticism for being
excessive. The government says it has signed contracts
with 16 hotels so far, securing nearly 5,000 rooms near
English airports, with a further 58,000 rooms on stand-
by. “The rules coming into force today will bolster the

quarantine system and provide another layer of security
against new variants at the border,” Health Secretary
Matt Hancock said in a statement on Sunday.

The minister said Monday the government had
resolved well publicized problems with Heathrow
Airport, Britain’s major aviation hub. “We’ve been work-
ing with the airport and with the border force to make
sure everybody knows the process,” he told Times
Radio.  “We’ve worked through all those issues with
them. And it does appear to be going smoothly this
morning,” he added. The 11-night quarantine, costing
£1,750 ($2,420, 2,000 euros), includes transport, food,
accommodation and security costs, as well as other
essential services and testing.

Passengers must have a negative COVID-19 test
result from within three days of travel, and book and pay
for the package before setting off for Britain. They will
then take further tests on the second and eighth days of
their stays. The hotel occupants will be able to leave
their rooms only in “very limited circumstances”, with
exercise among them but requiring “special permission”
from staff or security. 

Anyone refusing to take tests risks a fine of between
£1,000 and £2,000, while those who do not self-isolate
could have to pay between £5,000 and £10,000. A lim-
ited list of exemptions from the measures include
hauliers travelling from Portugal, defense personnel, gov-
ernment contractors and diplomatic missions.—AFP

A dark past clouds 
COVID vaccine for 
African Americans
WASHINGTON: Gary Jackson doesn’t want the
COVID vaccine even though the virus kills Black people
at a starkly higher rate-a daunting problem experts say
the United States must confront in controlling its disas-
trous outbreak. By some measures, African Americans
have died from coronavirus at the highest rate of any
group in the country. Yet they are also the most skeptical
of getting the new vaccines, which have been shown to
be safe and effective in trials. It is a dangerous situation
with roots in racism and broken trust, but which is key to
curbing the emergence of worrying new strains and sav-
ing lives from the world’s biggest outbreak. “I’m just not
sure (getting vaccinated) is in my best interest,” said
Jackson, 39, as he repaired a car window in the capital
Washington.  “I feel like we are always last or are guinea
pigs, the ones that get tested on,” he added.

Whether people trust the medical establishment and
its treatments weighs heavily in their decision whether to
get vaccinated, yet racism in America taints both areas.

Fear of vaccines 
A notorious example is the Tuskegee study, in which

US government scientists monitored Black men with
syphilis for 40 years starting in 1932, but didn’t give them
treatment in order to observe the infection take its
course. Tuskegee, however, wasn’t an isolated incident.
“Dangerous, involuntary and nontherapeutic experimen-
tation upon African Americans has been practiced wide-
ly and documented extensively at least since the 18th
century,” according to Harriet A. Washington’s 2006
book “Medical Apartheid.” The Nation of Islam, which
the Southern Poverty Law Center considers a hate
group, has employed this grim past to urge African
Americans to boycott the COVID-19 shot.

“Don’t let them vaccinate you with their history of
treachery through vaccines,” says a Nation of Islam
webpage that includes a Tuskegee study photo of a
Black man with a syringe stuck in his arm.  Figures
released by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) in February said 46.5 percent of
Black people don’t intend to get the COVID vaccine,
compared with 32.4 percent of Hispanics and 30.3 per-
cent of whites. —AFP

France ‘helped 
Rwanda genocide 
suspects escape’ 
PARIS: Authorities in Paris helped suspects in the 1994
Rwanda genocide to escape while under French military
protection, according to a diplomatic cable, rekindling
Kigali’s allegations France secretly supported Hutu
forces behind the killings. The document, written by
France’s envoy to Rwanda and obtained by AFP Sunday

from a lawyer researching France’s actions during the
genocide, suggested that Paris knew suspects had
sought refuge in a “humanitarian safe zone” controlled
by French soldiers. The soldiers had arrived in June 1994
as part of the UN-mandated Operation Turquoise to
stop the massacres that left at least 800,000 people
dead, mainly among the Tutsi ethnic minority.

French envoy to Rwanda Yannick Gerard wrote to his
superiors to ask what to do with the genocide suspects,
in a cable found in the archives of an adviser to Francois
Mitterrand, the French president at the time. “We have no
other choice... but to arrest them or place them immedi-
ately under house arrest to wait for international judicial
authorities to decide their case,” Gerard wrote, in
excerpts of the cable first published by French investiga-

tive website Mediapart on Sunday. The cable was discov-
ered by Francois Graner, a lawyer who works with the
victims’ rights group “Survie” (Survival) and who won a
years-long battle last June to finally get access to
Mitterrand’s archives. In response, French foreign min-
istry officials told Gerard: “You can... use all indirect
channels, especially your African contacts, without
exposing yourself directly, to transmit to these authorities
our wish that they leave the Humanitarian Safe Zone.”
“You will note in particular that the international commu-
nity, and in particular the United Nations, will determine
very soon how to proceed with these so-called authori-
ties,” it continued, referring to the former Hutu regime
who had sought refuge in southwest Rwanda near the
border with what was then Zaire. —AFP

CENTRAL FALLS, United States: In this file photo Doris
Norman is inoculated with the Moderna COVID-19 vac-
cine by nurse practitioner Suzanne Wallace at Central
Falls High School in Central Falls, Rhode Island.— AFP 


