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News in brief

Amir sends condolences

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
expressed his deepest sympathies on
Sunday over the passing of former Argentine
President Carlos Menem. In a cable he sent
to Argentina’s President Alberto Fernandez,
His Highness the Amir remembered the
deceased’s “overwhelming” support for
Kuwait, in addition to his innumerable
accomplishments. His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar cables to the Argentine
president. — KUNA

Premier congratulates Libya

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah yesterday congratulated over a
phone call the newly-elected prime minis-
ter of the government of national unity of
Libya, Abdulhamid Al-Dabaiba, wishing him
success, and the State of Libya further
progress and prosperity. The two sides also
discussed the bilateral relations between
the two countries. His Highness stressed
Kuwait’s keenness to support all efforts
aimed at achieving stability in Libya and
preserving its sovereignty, unity and terri-
torial integrity. The Libyan prime minister
praised Kuwait’s efforts in achieving stabil-
ity, security and peace in Libya, hailing the
strong bilateral relations between the two
countries. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The British Ambassador to Kuwait
Michael Davenport sent the following message
to the press following a visit to Al-Qurain
Martyrs Museum yesterday: 

“Kuwait celebrates this month the 30th
anniversary of the liberation of Kuwait. I thought
it would be fitting to mark this occasion with a
visit to one of the symbols of Kuwaiti resistance
during this period and that is Al-Qurain Martyrs
Museum. I would like to thank Dr Kamel Al-
Abduljaleel, the Secretary General of NCCAL
for hosting us during this visit.  The story of Al-
Qurain martyrs is the story of courage and self-
sacrifice in the face of military might. It is a sto-
ry, which will inspire Kuwaitis for many genera-
tions to come.

“The story of the Kuwaiti resistance is the
story of the Kuwaiti people who stood up to the
invading force to defend their families and coun-
try. Al-Qurain martyrs museum reflects this spir-
it of resistance and sacrifice. I’m honored to visit
this  museum to remember what happened dur-
ing that day of February 1991 shortly before the
liberation of Kuwait.  

“The UK deployed over 50,000 troops,
which was the largest single deployment since
the Second World War. The British forces along
with other allies entered Kuwait on February 24
to liberate Kuwait after seven long months of
occupation. On the same day a group of 12
Kuwaiti men were martyred in Al-Qurain. 47
British personnel also lost their lives in the battle
to liberate Kuwait and I’m proud that the sacri-
fice of those military personnel and the 12
Kuwaitis in Al-Qurain as well as other Kuwaitis

and other nationalities was rewarded with the
liberation of Kuwait and its people. 

“The British involvement in the liberation of
Kuwait is another episode in history where the
UK sent forces to defend Kuwait. The UK sent
forces to defend Kuwait against a possible Iraqi
military intervention in 1961. The British involve-
ment in 1961 and 1991 reflects the UK’s strong
commitment to Kuwait’s security and stability.

“While we remember the liberation of
Kuwait, we also remember the suffering of the
Kuwaiti people and the destruction of so much
of their property and natural resources. The
Kuwaitis with the support of friends and allies
have won the war, but they have also won the
battle of reconstruction thanks to their determi-
nation and fighting spirit. 

“The visit to Al-Qurain martyrs museum gave
me the opportunity to remember the past and
reflect on how the Kuwaitis and the British
fought shoulder to shoulder to liberate Kuwait.
But we also build on this glorious past by
enhancing  current defense cooperation
between the two countries. Both the UK and
Kuwait have excellent defense relations, which
are reflected in joint exercises and other forms
of defense cooperation. 

“I would like to conclude with the words of
HM the Queen when she said ‘our relationship
runs deep and the United Kingdom is proud to
have played its part in Kuwait’s recent history.’
As we played our role in Kuwait’s recent history
with the liberation of Kuwait , we are deter-
mined to play our role in Kuwait’s future for
many years to come.”

British Ambassador visits
Al-Qurain Martyrs Museum

‘One of the symbols of Kuwaiti resistance’

KUWAIT: British Ambassador to Kuwait Michael Davenport is seen during his visit to Al-Qurain Martyrs Museum.

KUWAIT: The Municipal Council approved form-
ing an interim committee to preserve the country’s
historic and heritage sites. The decision was taken
at a session chaired by the deputy chairman
Abdullah Al-Mehri yesterday. The five-member

temporary commission will be in charge of specify-
ing heritage locations in the capital, in addition to
pin pointing locations of neighborhoods in old
Kuwait, as well as naming streets and all spots at
the popular Mubarakiya Market. — KUNA

Municipal Council panel to preserve heritage

KUWAIT: Scenes from yesterday’s Municipal Council session. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh


