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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak yesterday at Bayan Palace. —  KUNA Photos

KNG Deputy Chief meets 
Dean of Diplomatic Corps

KUWAIT: Deputy Chief of Kuwait National Guard 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received in his office yesterday Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps and Ambassador of Senegal to 

Kuwait Abdou Lahad Mbacke. The two sides high-
lighted the exceptional relations between Kuwait 
and Senegal, and discussed issues of mutual interest, 
Kuwait National Guard said in a press statement.

KUWAIT:  Kuwait  Fire Force Chief  Lt Gen 
Khaled Rakan Al-Mikrad received Turkish 
Ambassador to Kuwait Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak 
yesterday. Both sides discussed issues of mutu-
al concern in the field of fire sciences and dis-

aster management, Kuwait Fire Force said in a 
press statement. Senior Kuwait Fire Force offi-
cials including Deputy Chief for Engineering 
and IT Affairs Maj Gen Mousa Akbar attended 
the meeting.

Fire Force Chief meets 
Turkish Ambassador
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Later yesterday, US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken told his Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu 
that “PKK terrorists” were responsible for the deaths 
of Turkish hostages in northern Iraq. “The Secretary 
expressed condolences for the deaths of Turkish 
hostages in northern Iraq and affirmed our view that 
PKK terrorists bear responsibility,” State Department 
spokesman Ned Price said in a statement. 

The PKK militants have been waging an insurgency 
against the Turkish state since 1984 that is thought to 
have left tens of thousands dead. The group is recog-
nized as a terrorist organization by Washington and 
most of Turkey’s other Western allies. But Washington 
works in Syria with another Kurdish militia that 
Turkey views as a branch of the PKK. 

A breakdown in peace talks between the PKK and 
Ankara in 2015 was followed by Turkish military cam-

paigns against the militants across the region and 
mass arrests of pro-Kurdish politicians and officials in 
Turkey. The Turkish interior ministry said yesterday 
that it had detained 718 people - including the heads 
of pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) - in 
cities and districts across the country in a series of 
coordinated raids. 

The HDP is Turkey’s second-largest opposition 
party. It denies all formal links to the PKK but also 
questions Turkey’s account of the 13 deaths. We 
“express our deepest regret and condolences to the 
families and loved ones of those 13 people who by no 
means were capable of protecting themselves against 
an armed attack,” the HDP said in a statement on 
Sunday. 

The incident threatens to escalate tensions across 
Iraq and Syria while delivering an early test to 
Erdogan’s relations with Biden. Turkey has long 
accused the Iraqi government of being too tolerant 
of the PKK. Ankara also wants Washington to 
renounce the Kurdish militia in Syria it has been 
backing against President Bashar Al-Assad because 
of its alleged links to the PKK. It instead wants 
Washington to reaffirm its support for Turkey’s anti-
terror campaign. — AFP 

Turkey slams 
US after PKK...
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Menem identified as a follower of Peronism, the 

leftist movement based on the legacy of former pres-
ident Juan Peron that today covers a broad spectrum 
of political leanings in Argentina. He pursued an 
aggressive privatization policy that many saw to be 
in direct contrast to his stated political ideology. 

His name is synonymous with the “Argentine mir-
acle”, a period when his decision to fix the 
exchange rate of the peso to the US dollar brought 
economic stability and an end to hyperinflation. But 
this approach is widely considered to have led to 
the economic crisis of 2001, when debt stood at 
$100 billion, the country defaulted on repayment, 

the currency’s value plunged and unemployment 
skyrocketed. 

By the end of Menem’s second term, the public 
deficit stood at $6 billion, unemployment was at 14 
percent and poverty affected a third of the popula-
tion. But things were to get worse. Menem cultivated 
a playboy image, drove a Ferrari, played golf and was 
a friend of the jet-set. Despised by the middle class 
for his flamboyance, the aficionado of luxury watches 
enjoyed both the admiration of the poor and the self-
serving support of the wealthy. 

He was widely criticized for extending a presiden-
tial amnesty to leaders of the military dictatorship of 
1976-1983. His presidency was tarnished by multiple 
accusations of corruption and scandals. But while 
Menem was investigated in several cases, he never 
served jail time. In 2001 Menem was ordered held in 
pre-trial home detention for a case involving arms 
smuggling to Croatia and Ecuador, but he was freed 
weeks later under a Supreme Court ruling and ulti-
mately let off. — AFP 

Former Argentine  
president Menem...

Continued from Page 1 
 
The Jewish state and the UAE established ties last 

year as part of the US-brokered “Abraham Accords”. 
One of the deals that followed was a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Israel’s state-owned Europe-
Asia Pipeline Company (EAPC) and a new entity called 
MED-RED Land Bridge Ltd - a joint venture between 
Abu Dhabi’s National Holding company and several 
Israeli firms. 

In October, EAPC announced a “binding MoU” with 
MED-RED to bring crude from UAE to Eilat and then 
transport it by pipeline to Israel’s Mediterranean city of 
Ashkelon for onward export to Europe. Taggar argued 
that deals benefitting the fossil fuel industry at the 
expense of the environment are “not in the spirit of our 
times”. “It might have been appropriate in the 1960s 

and 1970s, before we were a developed state,” he said. 
Activists argue the deal evaded tough regulatory 

scrutiny because of EAPC’s status as a state-owned firm 
working in the sensitive energy sector. While coral pop-
ulations around the world are under threat from bleach-
ing caused by climate change, the reefs in Eilat have 
remained stable due to their unique heat resistance. 

Eilat’s coral beach reserve extends some 1.2 km off 
the city’s coast, protecting reefs that are home to a rich 
variety of marine life. But their proximity to the EAPC 
port puts them at grave risk, Nadav Shashar, professor 
of marine biology at Beersheba’s Ben Gurion 
University, told AFP.  

The infrastructure is not set up to prevent accidents 
and only designed “to treat pollution once it’s already 
in the water,” said Shashar, who is also head of marine 
biology and biotechnology at Eilat’s Interuniversity 
Institute for Marine Science. Shashar, one of 230 
experts who petitioned Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu against the deal, argued that with the 
increase of shipments, “the result will be a constant 
leak of oil pollution”. — AFP 

Red Sea reefs  
‘under threat’...


