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News in brief

Bill to allow ‘understanding’  
between employers, workers

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem said yesterday that he and a group of 
lawmakers filed a draft law to allow employers 
and expat workers reach an “understanding” 
under the prevailing tough economic conditions. 
“Why should we reach the point of either firing 
(expat) employees or they sue their employers for 
non-payment of salaries,” Ghanem told reporters 
at the Assembly. 

The proposed legislation would al low an 
employer and expat employees reach an agree-
ment acceptable to both sides regarding payment 
of wages. Under Kuwaiti law, employers are not 
allowed to reduce the salary of their workers with-
out their consent, and if they lay them off, the 
employers must pay full end-of-service indemnity. 

But under the severe economic conditions trig-
gered by the coronavirus pandemic, many busi-

nesses, especially small and medium ones, sus-
tained heavy losses either due to closures or 
because of poor trading activity. In the previous 
Assembly, MPs filed a similar law calling to allow 
employers to reduce the salaries of their employ-
ees, but insisted that Kuwaitis working in the pri-
vate sector must be excluded from any such 
actions. The law did not pass. 

Ghanem urged the legislative and financial 
affairs committees of the Assembly to speed up 
studying and approving the bill  to allow the 
Assembly to debate it and pass it. The speaker also 
said he and a group of lawmakers also filed anoth-
er draft law calling on the government to compen-
sate small- and medium-sized businesses affected 
because of the closures due to the coronavirus. 

He said he expects the government to cooper-
ate on approving the law in order to provide com-
pensation for such businesses. Ghanem said the 
government should either allow businesses to 

operate normally or compensate them. 
The Assembly is due to convene a special ses-

sion today to discuss the measures taken by the 
government and the way it is dealing with the new 
strain of the coronavirus. The Assembly will also 
discuss compensation for small businesses and 
government actions to rebalance the population 
structure, currently in favor of expats. 

Meanwhile, MP Osama Al-Munawer yesterday 
submitted a proposal calling to distribute 25 per-
cent of annual profits made by the state-run Public 
Institution for Social Security to Kuwaiti pension-
ers to help them cope with the high cost of living. 

The legal and legislative committee yesterday 
rejected a draft law calling to grant Kuwaiti citi-
zenship to widows and ex-wives of Kuwaiti men 
if they have children. The committee also decided 
to refer a number of draft laws dealing with 
bedoons or stateless people to the interior and 
defense committee. 

Assembly to debate health measures, compensation, demographics

1% vaccinated in Mideast 
 
CAIRO: The World Health Organization said 
yesterday that only around one percent of the 
wider Middle East region’s population had 
received a first coronavirus vaccine shot. The 
UN body released its data for what it calls the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMRO) of near-
ly 600 million people, stretching from Morocco 
to Pakistan - but excluding Israel. — AFP 

Okonjo-Iweala named WTO boss 
 
GENEVA: Nigerian economist Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala was appointed yesterday as the first 
female and first African head of the World Trade 
Organization, at a special general meeting. “WTO 
members have just agreed to appoint Dr Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala as the next director-general,” the 
global trade body said, adding that the former 
Nigerian finance minister and World Bank veter-
an will take up her post on March 1. — AFP 

Iraq re-imposes partial lockdown 
 
BAGHDAD: Iraq will re-impose partial lockdown 
measures until early March after detecting a new 
strain of the coronavirus, including among chil-
dren, its health minister announced yesterday. 
Hassan Al-Tamimi said referred to the strain as 
the one “which spread in the UK”, and said it had 
been detected in some Iraqi children. — AFP 

Jaguar to go fully electric from 2025 
 
LONDON: Jaguar, the Indian-owned luxury car 
brand, will produce only electric vehicles from 
2025 and restructure its UK non-manufacturing 
operations, the company announced yesterday. 
“By the middle of the decade, Jaguar will have 
undergone a renaissance to emerge as a pure 
electric luxury brand,”. — AFP 

Minaj’s dad killed in hit-and-run 
 
NEW YORK: The father of rapper Nicki 
Minaj has died after being struck by a hit-and-
run driver near New York City, police said 
Sunday. Robert Maraj, 64, was walking on a 
road in Mineola, Long Island at 6:15 pm on 
Friday when he was hit. The driver left the 
scene of the accident, and Maraj was taken to 
hospital, where he was pronounced dead on 
Saturday. — AFP (See Page 13) 

ANKARA: Turkey yesterday accused the United 
States of supporting “terrorists” and summoned its 
ambassador after Washington declined to immedi-
ately back Ankara’s claim of Kurdish militants exe-
cuting 13 of its nationals in Iraq. The Turkish interior 
ministry also announced the detention of hundreds 

of people it accuses of links to the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) rebels that 
allegedly shot dead the 13 hostages in an Iraqi cave. 

The PKK blamed Turkish airstrikes for the 
deaths in a diplomatically-charged episode that 
delivers an immediate challenge to the new US 
administration of President Joe Biden in the Middle 
East. Ankara on Sunday said the hostages - most of 
them soldiers and police - were executed as Turkish 
forces advanced in a rescue operation launched in 
the mountains of northern Iraq last week. 

The Turkish anger was directed at a US State 
Department statement on Sunday saying 
Washington “deplores the death of Turkish citizens” 

but awaits further confirmation of Ankara’s version 
of events. “If reports of the death of Turkish civilians 
at the hands of the PKK, a designated terrorist 
organization, are confirmed, we condemn this action 
in the strongest possible terms,” the State 
Department said. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan branded 
Washington’s response “a farce”. “You said you did 
not support terrorists, when in fact you are on their 
side and behind them,” he said in televised remarks. 
The Turkish foreign ministry then summoned US 
Ambassador David Satterfield to express Ankara’s 
displeasure “in the strongest possible terms”.  
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BUENOS AIRES: 
Argentina’s former presi-
dent Carlos Menem, who 
marked his country with a 
neoliberal approach to the 
economy, died in a Buenos 
Aires clinic on Sunday at 
the age of 90. Menem had 
been in poor health and 
was hospitalized several 
times in recent months for 
pneumonia. Incumbent 
President Alberto 
Fernandez, who declared 
three days of national 
mourning for Menem, tweeted his “deep regret” at 
the news of his passing and extended condolences to 
Menem’s family. 

Menem was to be buried yesterday in the Islamic 
cemetery in Buenos Aires next to his son, Carlos 
Menem, Jr, who died in 1995 in a helicopter accident. 
The former president’s wake began Sunday night at 
the Congress building, where Vice President and 
Senate leader Cristina Kirchner received Menem’s 
family and coffin, draped with the Argentine flag. An 
emotional Fernandez and his wife, Fabiola Yanez, 
arrived an hour later and offered their condolences to 
the family. After that, the doors were opened to admit 
the hundreds of mourners lined up outside. 

Born in July 1930 into a family of Syrian immi-
grants, which earned him the nickname “The Turk”, 
Menem prided himself on never having lost an elec-
tion. He served two terms as president, from 1989 to 
1999. After withdrawing from the race for  a third 
term, he was elected to the Senate in 2005, and was 
re-elected several times since. 
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Scuba divers approach a coral reef while on a dive in the Red Sea waters off the coast of Eilat on 
Feb 9, 2021. — AFP 

EILAT: Israeli environmentalists are warning that a 
UAE-Israeli oil pipeline deal threatens unique Red 
Sea coral reefs and could lead to “the next ecologi-
cal disaster”. The agreement to bring Emirati crude 
oil by tanker to a pipeline in the Red Sea port of 
Eilat was signed after Israel normalized ties with the 
Gulf Arab nation late last year and should come into 
force within months.  

With experts warning of possible leaks and spills 
at the ageing Eilat port, and the Israeli environmen-
tal protection ministry demanding “urgent” talks on 

the deal, activists mobilized last week. They held a 
protest in a parking lot overlooking Eilat’s oil jetty 
against what they see as a disaster waiting to hap-
pen, chanting that profits will be made “at the 
expense of corals”. 

“The coral reefs are 200 meters from where the 
oil will be unloaded,” said Shmulik Taggar, an Eilat 
resident and founding member of the Society for 
Conservation of the Red Sea Environment. “They 
say the tankers are modern and there won’t be any 
problem,” he said, warning however that “there’s no 
way there won’t be a malfunction”.  

He predicted that with the projected arrival of 
two to three tankers a week, traffic will be “back-
to-back”. This, he said, would also impact the aes-
thetic of a city promoting ecological tourism. “You 
can’t sell green tourism when you have oil tankers 
by the dock,” he said.  
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