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Shopper Nadia Kishlan (left) browsing through secondhand clothes at a pop-up
swap event organized by a group of volunteers in Singapore.

Sue-Anne Chng sorting through clothes in her walk-in closet at
home in Singapore.

A handout picture released by the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, shows the remains of what may be the world’s “oldest” high-production beer brewery, uncovered in the Abydos archaeo-
logical site near Egypt’s southern city of Sohag. — AFP photos

A
high-production brewery believed
to be more than 5,000 years old
has been uncovered by a team of

archaeologists at a funerary site in south-
ern Egypt, the tourism ministry said
Saturday. The site containing several
“units” consisting of about 40 earthen-
ware pots arranged in two rows was
uncovered at North Abydos, Sohag, by a
joint Egyptian-American team, the min-
istry said in a statement on its Facebook
page. The brewery likely dates back to
the era of King Narmer, it quoted the
secretary general of Egypt’s Supreme
Council of Antiquities, Mostafa Waziry, as
saying, adding it believed the find to “be
the oldest high-production brewery in the
world.”

Narmer, who ruled more than 5,000
years ago, founded the First Dynasty and
unified Upper and Lower Egypt. British
archaeologists first discovered the exis-
tence of the brewery at the beginning of
the 20th century but its location was nev-
er precisely determined, the statement
said. The joint Egyptian-American team

“was able to re-locate and uncover its
contents”, it said. According to Waziry,
the brewery consisted of eight large
areas which were used as “units for beer
production”. Each sector contained
about 40 earthenware pots arranged in
two rows. A mixture of grains and water
used for beer production was heated in
the vats, with each basin “held in place
by levers made of clay placed vertically
in the form of rings”.

Brew for ‘royal rituals’ 
Archaeologist Matthew Adams of New

York University, who heads the joint mis-
sion with Deborah Vischak of Princeton
University, said studies have shown that
beer was produced at a large scale, with
about 22,400 liters made at a time. The
brewery “may have been built in this
place specifically to supply the royal ritu-
als that were taking place inside the
funeral facilities of the kings of Egypt”,
the statement quoted him as saying.
“Evidence for the use of beer in sacrifi-
cial rites was found during excavations in
these facilities,” the statement said.
Evidence of beer-making in ancient
Egypt is not new, and past discoveries
have shed light on such production. 

Fragments of pottery used by
Egyptians to make beer and dating back
5,000 years were discovered on a build-
ing site in Tel Aviv, the Israeli Antiquities
Authority announced in 2015. Abydos,
where the latest discovery was
unearthed, has yielded many treasures
over the years and is famed for its tem-

ples, such as that of Seti I. In 2000, a
team of US archaeologists brought to
light in Abydos the earliest known exam-
ple of an ancient Egyptian solar barge,
dating back to the first Pharaonic
dynasty around 5,000 years ago. Egypt
has announced several major new dis-
coveries which it hopes will spur tourism,
a sector which has suffered multiple
blows-from a 2011 uprising to the coron-
avirus pandemic.

A mission working near Alexandria
recently discovered several mummies
from around 2,000 years ago bearing
golden-tongued amulets-thought to
have been placed in the mouths of the
dead to ensure they could speak in the
afterlife. Authorities had expected 15
million tourists to visit Egypt in 2020,
compared to 13 million the previous
year, but the virus has kept holidaymak-
ers away. — AFP

Singapore swap
shops offer
alternative to
fast fashion

S
ingaporean Sue-Anne Chng used
to wear a different outfit on all 15
days of the Lunar New Year, when

it is customary to don new clothes to
symbolize a fresh start.  But this year she
will wear second-hand items exchanged
for her old clothes at a store catering to
people concerned about the impact of
fast fashion on the environment. Several
swapping initiatives, from permanent
shops to pop-up events, have appeared
in the affluent city-state in a bid to
encourage consumers to make the most
of what is already in their closets. The
fashion industry is responsible for up to a

tenth of global carbon emissions,
according to the United Nations’ environ-
ment program.

Clothes cause emissions in a wide
variety of ways-from their manufacture to
transportation and washing by the con-
sumer. On a recent trip to her favorite
store, The Fashion Pulpit, Chng took

along several dresses and a matching
blouse and skirt, which a staff member
assessed before crediting points to her
account. She spent her points on 17
items, including a yellow and green
dress to wear for the first day of the new
year as it looked like “an auspicious
pineapple”. The fruit, seen as a symbol
of prosperity, is typically given as a gift
or displayed during Lunar New Year in
Singapore.

‘Insane consumption’ 
“I’ve always been brought up by my

parents to have a new set of clothes
every Chinese New Year, and I fell into
that behavior of consumerism,” the 35-
year-old told AFP. “In the past I probably
made sure I have 15 days of outfits even
if I’m not visiting (relatives), which is too
much.” But now, “as long as the item is
new to me, I think it’s good enough,”
added Chng, who works for a tech com-
pany and is married. Chng first learnt
about clothes swapping at a work event
five years ago, and decided to change
her ways after realizing her wardrobe
was filled with unworn items.  “Prior to
switching over to swapping, my con-

sumption habit was insane,” she said.  “I
realized I had more than 50 percent of
my wardrobe unworn, but I still felt like I
didn’t have anything to wear.”

She pays Sg$599 (US$450) for a
yearly membership at The Fashion Pulpit,
which allows her unlimited swaps and
visits-about 80 percent of her wardrobe

is now from the shop. “Swapping allows
me to be like a chameleon when it
comes to fashion but allows me to be
environmentally conscious as well,” she
said. Tiny Singapore alone produced
168,000 tons of textile and leather waste
in 2019, according to authorities-the
weight of more than 400 Boeing 747
planes.

‘Not dirty, not dusty’ 
Filipino clothes designer Raye Padit

founded The Fashion Pulpit nearly three
years ago after learning about his indus-
try’s impact on the environment and
poor treatment of garment workers.  “In
Singapore, the problem is overcon-
sumption and waste,” he told AFP. “We
want to provide a platform where you
can still dress up, express yourself...
through clothes. But at the same time,
it’s not damaging to the planet and to
your wallet.” 

His company now has more than
1,500 members and has started turning a
profit. It also holds workshops where cus-
tomers can learn how to mend or upcycle
used clothes.  People have swapped
everything from casual clothes made by
high-street brands to top-end items such
as Prada bags and Louboutin shoes,
Padit said. One-time swap events are
also popping up in the city-state while a
group of volunteers host monthly swap
gatherings. “When I join a clothing swap
it reminds me to consume consciously
because when I give away clothes, I think
about whether I’m still wearing them,”
said Nadia Kishlan, a 30-year-old partici-
pant at one clothing swap.

Challenges remain in persuading
Singaporeans to swap rather than shop,
however, and the city’s industry is still in
its infancy. Second-hand shops are not
as popular in Asia as in the West, in part
because many believe used clothes from
strangers could bring bad luck, or be
unhygienic. But Padit said attitudes in
Singapore were changing, driven by ris-
ing environmental awareness and a wave
of trendy new thrift shops marketing their
goods on social media. “It’s slowly
changing the perception of what second
hand is all about,” he said.  “It’s no longer
dirty, it’s no longer dusty-it’s a cool
thing.”— AFP

C
hick Corea, the American jazz com-
poser and electric keyboard trail-
blazer whose visionary fusion work

stretched the traditional boundaries of
genre, has died of a rare form of cancer.
He was 79. Corea’s illness “was only dis-
covered very recently,” read a statement
posted on his Facebook page Thursday.
“I want to thank all of those along my jour-
ney who have helped keep the music fires
burning bright,” read a message the 23-
time Grammy award winner left prior to his
February 9 passing, which his team
released in the statement.

“It is my hope that those who have an
inkling to play, write, perform or otherwise,
do so. If not for yourself then for the rest of
us. It’s not only that the world needs more
artists, it’s also just a lot of fun.” The
dynamic composer and bandleader,
whose compositions-turned-jazz stan-
dards included “Spain,” “500 Miles High”
and “La Fiesta,” was among a select
group of talent alongside Herbie Hancock
and Keith Jarrett to emerge as some of
the 20th century’s most influential pianists.
Over his more than half-a-century-long
career Corea established himself as a
revolutionary of the 1970s jazz fusion era,
experimenting with rock and electronic
sounds to shake the genre into the con-
temporary era.

“We have a mission to go out there and
be an antidote to war, and all of the dark
side of what happens on Planet Earth,” he
told the NPR program “Jazz Night in
America” in 2018, explaining the role of
the artist. “We’re the ones that go in and
remind people about their creativity.”

‘Joy of creating’ 
Born Armando Corea to a family of

Italian-Americans in Chelsea,
Massachusetts on June 12, 1941, the
musician was introduced to the piano at a
young age by his jazz trumpeter father,
and took an early interest in bebop. The
pianist who also played the drums per-
formed local gigs in high school and
began musical studies at both Columbia
and Juilliard before quitting to play full
time. In the early 1960s he worked with
greats including Stan Getz and Herbie
Mann, later replacing Hancock in Miles
Davis’ band, an icon Corea influenced
into his electronic period that included
classics like “Bitches Brew.”

Corea routinely used a ring modulator
to create his pioneering effects on the
electric piano, at a time when synths
were rarely seen onstage. The musician
known for his improvisational chops
started his own free jazz group, Circle,
which was active from 1970-1971, when
Corea began expanding on the percus-
siveness of the piano by plucking the
strings inside the instrument’s body. In
1971 he co-founded his most famous
group, Return to Forever, melding
acoustic and electronic instrumentation
with a Latin American bent.

A pioneer of solo piano shows, Corea
was a master of everything from classical
to standards to swing and Latin jazz,
touring relentlessly until the pandemic
halted live concerts. “This man changed
my life thru his music and we were able
to play together many times,” tweeted
Sheila E., an acclaimed jazz drummer
and Prince protege. “Chick, you are
missed dearly, your music and brilliant
light will live on forever.”

Corea’s mammoth discography
earned him more than 67 Grammy nomi-
nations.  He has more jazz Grammys than
any other artist, and is up for two awards
at next month’s ceremony honoring
music’s brightest: Best Improvised Jazz
Solo for “All Blues” and Best Jazz
Instrumental Album for “Trilogy 2.” Corea
was named a National Endowment of the
Arts Jazz Master in 2006. At the time of
his death he was member of the Church
of Scientology and lived in Clearwater,
Florida. “Throughout his life and career,
Chick relished in the freedom and the fun
to be had in creating something new, and
in playing the games that artists do,” the
statement announcing his death read. 

“Though he would be the first to say
that his music said more than words ever
could,” the statement said, Corea left a
message imparting upon his “amazing
musician friends who have been like fami-
ly” that “it has been a blessing and an
honor learning from and playing with all of
you.” “My mission has always been to
bring the joy of creating anywhere I
could,” read Corea’s words. “And to have
done so with all the artists that I admire so
dearly-this has been the richness of my
life.”—AFP

Taylor Swift 
to release
re-recorded hit
album ‘Fearless’

T
aylor Swift, making good on her
vow to re-record her first six albums
so she can control their rights, on

Thursday announced plans to release
the new version of her second record
“Fearless” in April. The 31-year-old also
said that extremely successful album’s
lead single “Love Story (Taylor’s
Version)” would come out at midnight.
“The way I’ve chosen to do this will hope-
fully help illuminate where I’m coming
from,” Swift said in a statement posted
on social media.  “This process has been
more fulfilling and emotional than I
could’ve imagined and has made me
even more determined to re-record all of
my music.” 

In addition to the 20 tracks originally
on the 2008 album “Fearless”-which
includes the hits “You Belong With Me”
and “Fifteen”-Swift said she was includ-
ing six more “never before released
songs from the vault,” a fresh take on the
album set for release April 9. In the sum-
mer of 2019 Swift began publicly spar-
ring with industry mogul Scooter Braun
over his company’s purchase of her pre-
vious label, which gave him a majority
stake in the master recordings of her first
six albums.  

The heated feud and her bold prom-
ise to re-record those works ignited dis-
cussion over who keeps the keys to an
artist’s work, and the conditions under
which young musicians sign contracts.
The owner of lucrative masters-one-of-a-
kind source material used to create
vinyls, CDs and digital copies-is able to
dictate how songs are reproduced and
sold.   Record companies have almost
always kept those rights, justifying the
arrangements by the financial risks
labels take in supporting performers
throughout their contracts. 

Swift said she had been actively trying
to regain control of her masters, but in
November 2020 said she learned the
rights to her first six albums were sold to
the private equity company Shamrock
Holdings, reportedly for more than $300
million.  That same month was the
moment she was allowed to contractually
begin re-recording her albums-which
she had promised to do in a bid to deval-
ue the original recordings. —AFP

This picture shows shoppers browsing through secondhand clothes at a pop-up swap event
organized by a group of volunteers in Singapore.— AFP photos

Taylor Swift

In this file photo Chick Corea holds his Grammy
after winning Best Jazz Instrumental Album
Trio, “Fingerprints”, in the press room during
the 57th annual Grammy Awards in Los
Angeles. — AFP 


