
YANGON, Myanmar: Myanmar’s new military
regime warned the public not to harbor fugitive
political activists yesterday after issuing arrest
warrants for veteran democracy campaigners sup-
porting massive nationwide anti-coup protests.
Much of the country has been in uproar since last
week when soldiers detained Aung San Suu Kyi
and ousted her government, ending a decade-old
fledgling democracy after generations of junta
rule.  Security forces have stepped up arrests of
doctors and others joining a civil disobedience
movement that has seen huge crowds throng
streets in big urban centers and isolated frontier
villages alike.

Police are now hunting seven people who have
lent vocal support to the protests, including some
of the country’s most famous democracy activists.
“If you find any fugitives mentioned above or if
you have information about them, report to the
nearest police station,” said a notice in state media
yesterday. “Those who receive them will (face)
action in accordance with the law.” Among the list
of fugitives was Min Ko Naing, who spent more
than a decade in prison for helping lead protests
against an earlier dictatorship in 1988 while a uni-
versity student.

“They are arresting the people at night and we
have to be careful,” he said in a video published to
Facebook on Saturday, skirting a junta ban on the
platform, hours before his arrest warrant was
issued. “They could crack down forcefully and we

will have to be prepared.” The 1988 protests vault-
ed Suu Kyi to the top of Myanmar’s democracy
movement, and the Nobel laureate spent years
under house arrest as a prisoner of the generals.
She has not been seen in public since she was
detained on February 1 alongside top aides.

Nearly 400 others have been arrested in the
days since, including many of Suu Kyi’s top politi-
cal allies, according to the Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners monitoring group. Military
leader Min Aung Hlaing suspended laws requiring
warrants for home searches as part of several legal
maneuvers announced on Saturday. 

Neighborhood watch 
In Yangon, many areas have begun forming

neighborhood watch brigades to monitor their
communities overnight-in defiance of a junta cur-
few-and to prevent the arrests of residents joining
the civil disobedience movement. Some have also
expressed fears that a mass prisoner amnesty this
week was orchestrated to release inmates into the
public to stir up trouble, while freeing up space in
overcrowded jails for political detainees. “We
don’t trust anyone at this time, especially those
with uniforms,” said Myo Ko Ko, a member of a
street patrol in the commercial hub Yangon. 

Near the city’s central train station, residents
rolled tree trunks onto a road to block police vehi-
cles and escorted away officers who were
attempting to return striking railway employees to

work. Thousands elsewhere in Yangon took to key
intersections around the city in a ninth straight day
of street protests. A day earlier, Buddhist monks
gathered outside the city’s US embassy and chant-

ed the Metta Sutta, a prayer that urges protection
from harm. “We wanted them to know most citi-
zens in Myanmar are against the military,” said
Vicittalankara, one of the participants. —AFP
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YANGON, Myanmar: Protesters hold up signs supporting the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) at a demonstration
against the military coup in Yangon yesterday. — AFP

Regime issues arrest warrants for veteran democracy campaigners 

Myanmar junta warns public 
not to hide fugitive protesters

News in brief

Biden aide resigns over

WASHINGTON: The White House said
Saturday it has accepted the resignation of a
staffer who allegedly threatened to “destroy” a
reporter who was asking about his personal
life. White House Deputy Spokesman TJ
Ducklo was originally suspended for one week
without pay, but now the administration of
President Joe Biden has accepted his resigna-
tion, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki
said in a statement. According to Vanity Fair
magazine, Ducklo called Politico reporter Tara
Palmeri after she began asking questions
about his months-old personal relationship
with a reporter from Politico rival Axios, Alexi
McCammond.  —AFP 

Two Poles killed in avalanche 

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia: Two Polish skiers
have died in an avalanche in Slovakia’s High
Tatra Mountains, rescuers said yesterday.
Slovakia’s Mountain Rescue Service (HZS)
said three skiers were caught by an avalanche
near the Kondratova Kopa mountain in the
western High Tatras on Saturday evening.
“One of them managed to dig himself out and
contacted rescuers who began a mission on
snowmobiles and skis. They discovered two
bodies of Polish skiers,” the HZS said in a
statement. A Polish rescue team found the man
who survived and placed the emergency call,
the HZS said. —AFP 

Haiti judge calls to end ‘dictatorship’

HAITI: A judge proposed by the opposition
to serve as acting president in Haiti’s latest
political crisis ended days of silence Saturday
by calling on people to fight against what he
called a dictatorship. The comments by the
judge, Joseph Mecene Jean-Louis, were seen
as a direct challenge to unpopular President
Jovenel Moise, who is embroiled in a dispute
over whether his term ended last weekend or
he has another year in power, as he claims.
Moise has been ruling by decree for a year
because there is no parliament right now.
Legislative elections due in 2018 were
delayed. —AFP 

Guinea sees first Ebola deaths 

CONAKRY, Guinea: Four people have died
of Ebola in Guinea in the first resurgence of
the disease in five years, the country’s health
minister said Saturday. Remy Lamah told AFP
officials were “really concerned” about the
deaths, the first since a 2013-2016 epidemic-
which began in Guinea-left 11,300 dead
across the region. One of the latest victims in
Guinea was a nurse who fell ill in late January
and was buried on February 1, National
Health Security Agency head Sakoba Keita
told local media. —AFP 

Nigeria protesters released on bail

LAGOS: A court has released on bail a group
of protesters arrested in Lagos for trying to
hold a rally demanding justice for victims of
police violence, one of their lawyers said yes-
terday. “All 40 protesters have been granted
bail and released yesterday evening,” the
lawyer, Akeem Fadun, told AFP. The protesters
were ordered to pay 100,000 naira (215 euros,
$260) as bail, but remain under investigation
for “breach of the peace” and “violating
COVID-19 guidelines”, he said.  —AFP 

Over 100 injured 
in strong quake off 
Japan’s Fukushima
TOKYO: A 7.3-magnitude earthquake off
Fukushima in eastern Japan injured more than 100
people, authorities said yesterday, nearly a decade
after the region suffered a devastating quake,
tsunami and nuclear meltdown. No casualties have
been reported after the late-night quake in the
Pacific, which did not trigger a tsunami, and no
abnormalities were observed at the stricken
Fukushima nuclear plant. 

But residents preparing to mark the 10th
anniversary of the triple disaster said they were
frightened by Saturday’s jolt-which the Japan
Meteorological Agency (JMA) said was considered
an aftershock of the massive tremor on March 11,
2011. “I was at home... the shaking was so strong I

became truly afraid for my physical safety,”
Masami Nakai, a municipal official in Soma city in
northern Fukushima, told AFP. Images posted
online showed a car crushed by a rock lantern in
the car park of a Shinto shrine, while another
showed broken glass and items thrown from the
shelves at a shop. 

The disaster agency said 114 injuries-six classed
as “serious”-were reported in the region and also
around Tokyo, where the quake was felt strongly
just after 11 pm on Saturday. Authorities were
assessing the impact of a landslide on a highway,
government spokesman Katsunobu Kato said, and
aerial TV footage showed another landslide at a
remote race circuit. The government reported par-
tial damage to eight structures, mostly houses,
while local media said dozens of buildings had suf-
fered broken ceilings and broken water pipes. Kato
warned residents about the possibility of strong
aftershocks in the next week and further landslides
due to heavy rain forecast. “Particularly for the
next two to three days, there might be very strong
earthquakes,” Kato said.  —AFP

SOMA, Japan: This aerial picture taken from a Jiji Press chartered aircraft shows the landslide site on the Joban Expressway
in Soma, Fukushima prefecture yesterday after a 7.3-magnitude earthquake struck off Japan’s east coast. — AFP 

The reunification 
achievements of 
Leader Kim Jong Il 

February 16th marks the 79th anniversary of
the birth of Kim Jong Il (1942-2011), who left
a great mark in the history of modern Korea.

Leader Kim Jong Il, who led the DPRK for
decades following the founder of modern Korea
and made huge achievements in the cause of
national reunification, so his existence is deeply
cherished in the hearts of the entire Korean peo-
ple. Leader Kim Jong Il revealed the clear direc-
tion for the reunification of Korea.

He established the three main principles of
national reunification proposed by President
Kim Il Sung, the 10 general principles of nation-
wide unity for national reunification, and the
plan for the establishment of the Democratic
Confederal Republic of Koryo as the three main
charters of national reunification.

The three principles of national reunification
are the principles of independence, peace, and
great national unity announced in a joint state-
ment between the North and the South in 1972. In
other words, the reunification of the North and
South is a peaceful method without any foreign
intervention, not using force. It is a principle that

it should be realized through a method of great
national unity that transcends differences
between ideas, ideologies and institutions.

The 10 Principles of Great Unity of the Whole
Nation were announced in 1993, and it is a politi-
cal code for realizing wide unity of the whole
people by subscribing for reunification, even
those who have committed crimes in front of the
nation in the past period.

The plan for the establishment of the
Democratic Confederal Republic of Koryo was
announced in 1980, and it is a plan to create a
unitary state by uniting the North and the South
while keeping the ideas and institutions of the
North and South as they are. Leader Kim Jong Il
opened the era of the reunification movement
based on the spirit of our nation.

With his passionate love for nationality and
accurate and realistic reunification policy, the
first North-South summit meeting was held in
June 2000 for the first time in the history of
North-South division, and the North-South Joint
Declaration based on the spirit of our nation was
announced. It became a historical event marked
the start of the era of independent national
reunification.

From this time on, a long period of distrust and
confrontation between North and South Korea
was resolved, and joint efforts were made for rec-
onciliation and cooperation, and a new heyday
could unfold in the movement for national reunifi-
cation. Mr Kim Jong Il’s patriotic reunification
policy was continued by Leader Kim Jong Un.

Due to his direct interest and activities, sever-
al summit meetings of North and South have

been conducted in recent years, and several
important documents have been adopted. Efforts
are being made to reject foreign intervention in
the issue of reunification and to develop the
reunification movement based on the principle of
national independence.

Leader Kim Jong Un emphasized the heavy
treatment of the North-South Declarations
adopted during the last period in relation to
North-South relations and the issue of national
reunification at the 8th Congress of the ruling
party held in January. 

— North Korean Embassy - Kuwait

On the occasion of his birthday 

Leader Kim Jong Il giving instructions in nation-
al reunification

Bodies recovered
from Indian flood
disaster tunnel
INDIA: Rescuers yesterday pulled the first
bodies from a blocked tunnel at a power com-
plex in a northern Indian valley devastated by a
flash f lood a week ago, where 161 people
remain missing. Scores were ki l led in
Uttarakhand state when the deluge-thought to
have been triggered by a chunk of glacier slid-
ing down a mountainside or a glacial lake
breaching its banks-swept down the Rishiganga
valley in minutes, destroying roads, bridges and
buildings. Amid warnings that river levels could
rise again, the corpses of three victims were
retrieved from the tunnel, where at least 30
people are thought to have been trapped by
mud and rocks.

Initially there were hopes that those inside
might still be alive in air pockets. Two more
bodies were found in a devastated village near-
by, police said, bringing the total recovered
over the past week to 43. One of those identi-
fied was that of Alam Singh, a father of two. His
family received a call from rescue officials early
yesterday telling them that his body had finally
been found. His brother said they would now
have to find a way to tell the man’s young
daughters. “We were still hoping for the best.
But now we have to tell them. He went to work
that day like any other day but never did we
think this would happen,” Surat Singh told AFP.

Rescuers have been working around the
clock to clear out mud and debris from the tun-
nel at the Tapovan hydroelectric plant. Some
relatives have held protests at the entrance
accusing authorities of not working fast enough
to find the men. Authorities warned residents of
a new rise in the water level but locals still
gathered around the tunnel again yesterday
waiting for news. Many were colleagues of
those stuck inside, who escaped when the dis-
aster struck. —AFP


