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News in brief

MP proposes jail
term for harassment

KUWAIT: MP Mohammad Al-Huwailah sub-
mitted a proposal to combat harassment at pub-
lic places. The proposal says any person who
harasses a woman at a public place will be pun-
ished by six months in jail and a maximum fine
of KD 1,000, or either of the two penalties. The
court can rule for more than the maximum pun-
ishment limit - but not more than double - in the
following cases: If the offender is a security offi-
cer; if the victim is a minor; if the offender
repeats his offense within one year of the sen-
tence. Huwailah added that if the convicted
harasser is a foreigner, the judge must rule for
his deportation after serving his sentence, and
he will be barred from returning. — Al-Rai

Summer plan discussed

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and Minister of
Electricity and Water Mohammad Al-Faris met
yesterday with senior ministry officials to dis-
cuss its 2021 summer plan. During the meeting,
Faris affirmed the need to tackle any issues
regarding maintenance contracts. He also
stressed on the need to enable Kuwaiti workers,
who represent over 90 percent of the labor
force serving in the electricity and water field,
to execute engineering and technical duties, the
ministry said in a statement. They also dis-
cussed preparations to face the current chal-
lenges posed by the coronavirus crisis in the
country, said the statement, adding that the
minister noted that 2020’s summer was the
most challenging time due to the pandemic.
Moreover, they discussed measures to face any
emergency, workers’ safety and receiving
clients’ complaints. —KUNA

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: After halting daily auctions of local
fish at Souq Sharq in Kuwait City and Souq Al-
Kout in Fahaheel, the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry is setting the prices of all fish available
in the market. The price of Hamour was set at KD
4 per kilo, baloul KD 6, nuwaibi KD 2, sha-em
KD 3, sheem KD 5, nagrour KD 5, qubqub KD
2.500, biyya KD 2, subaiti KD 4.500, kanad KD
2.500, sheeri KD 2.500, t’lah KD 3.500, m’zeizei
KD 5 and faskar KD 3 per kilo. Kuwaitis’ favorite
fish zubaidi is classified depending on size -
large (700 gm-1 kg) KD 11 per kilo, medium
(400 gm to 600 gm)
KD 8 and small (350
gm and less) KD 5.

“I’ve been here for
many years now at
Souq Mubarakiya, and
if you compare the last
few years, there seems
to be a lot of disparity.
There are only a few
sellers now, and we
barely have enough
fish,” said Hashem, a
fishmonger and owner of a stall in Mubarakiya.
“Our prices here follow the prices set by the
market. Whatever the prices at the big market in
Sharq, we follow,” he added. 

The fish market at Souq Mubarakiya was
almost half empty and few fish were available
when Kuwait Times visited the market at 10 am
yesterday. “Perhaps because of the weather,
stocks are few and prices have gone up. For
many months during the pandemic, it has been
like this. We cannot do anything about the
prices,” said Hashem, who hails from Iran.    

Doris, a restaurant owner and regular visitor
of the fish market at Mubarakiya, said there have
been changes in the prices of fish compared to
the pre-COVID era. “Yeah, fish is expensive now!
I normally buy fish at the auction because we can
get discounts and offer it at the restaurant’s ‘all
you can eat’ promo. But not anymore. I am now
considering removing fish from my ‘all you can
eat’ promo. Maybe instead of serving it whole, I
will cut the fish in two or more pieces so that we
can still serve fish. Fish is the bestselling item on
the buffet at my restaurant,” she noted.

The government last Tuesday abruptly halted
auctions at fish markets to curb the spread of

the coronavirus due to
overcrowding. The
Kuwait Fisherman Union
said the commerce min-
istry informed the union
about the cancelation of
auctions and that the
ministry will  set the
prices for vendors and
supermarkets. The deci-
sion led to a quota sys-
tem for vendors and
supermarkets. 

“We have our contacts inside the fish market
and they are distributing fish to all vendors
accordingly. Fish are allocated for every stall; we
only have to collect the stocks when ready,” said
Noordin, a fishmonger from Bangladesh.

Fish caught in Kuwaiti waters account for a
20 percent share of the Kuwaiti market, with the
rest imported from various countries including
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Pakistan, India, Indonesia,
Thailand and Sri Lanka. Zubaidi, hamour,
nuwaibi and maid are some of the variety of fish
popular in Kuwait.

Ministry sets prices at fish
market after auctions halted 

Souq Mubarakiya’s fish market almost half empty yesterday

Stocks are few
and prices 

are up

DOHA: Katara theater, an architectural aes-
thetic monument visitors to Qatar could see
when visiting the capital, Doha, is an open-air
unique theater called ‘Jewel of Katara’ for its
creative design where Roman architecture
meets Arab-Islamic art. The theater consid-
ered the first open-air located on the sea
shore, the only one in the world and opened in

2011, aims to promote the cultural dialogue
and exchange of civi l izations around the
world. The theater, located on an area of 3,275
square meters, was designed to accommodate
an audience between 3,200 and 3,900 per-
sons, as its maximum capacity reaches nearly
5,000. It was named Katara after the ancient
name for the Qatar Peninsula. — KUNA

Katara theater unique monument
where ancient arts meet

KUWAIT: Fish displayed at Souq Mubarakiya’s fish market yesterday. — Photos by Ben Garcia


