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In this article, I aim to focus on the positive features of
distance learning. As we all know, COVID-19 has
changed many aspects of our life, including educa-

tion. Although distance learning has been around for
many years, it was not widely accepted in many coun-
tries because most educational institutions required per-
sonal attendance. Also, there was no distance learning for
primary education, but because of the global pandemic,
all countries have implemented distance learning. We
should thank the inventor of the Internet because he res-
cued students around the world!

And after this pandemic is over, we should accept
distance learning at all levels of education, as many peo-
ple migrate to work in other countries which have a dif-
ferent language and culture. This results in difficulties
faced by their children who leave their schools and
friends. Distance learning gives a chance for expats to
choose this method of education for their children from
the beginning, so they do not feel homesick after leaving
their countries and their families and friends. This will
eliminate a lot of the negativity of leaving their countries
to work abroad. Some expatriates are saddened
because their children don’t know anything about the
culture and the language of their home country.

During online learning, children can communicate
easily with their friends via the camera and mic. They
can retain their culture and not feel left out when they
eventually go back to their countries. Conversely, a per-
son planning to migrate who wants his children to pre-
pare for the new country can choose schools of that
nation, so his children can learn its culture and language
easily and not feel different. As we can see, distance
learning gives us a chance to discover new things and
solve many problems which we have faced for many
years without finding a suitable solution. But this needs
support from UNESCO, while distance learning certifi-
cates should be accepted by all countries in the future. 

— Al-Ghamdi is a law graduate from Kuwait
International Law School. 
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KD 183.8m loans,
grants in 2020: KCB
KUWAIT: Kuwait Credit Bank (KCB) said yester-
day that the total of loans and grants disbursed
from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020 equaled
KD 183.8 million (about $606.5 million). The entire-
ty of real estate loans amounted to KD 116.8 million
(roughly $385.4 million) and total loans of divorced

women added up to KD 12.5 million ($41 million),
KCB said in a statement. 

Total loans of widows were KD 6.4 million ($21
million), while the whole number of loans for the loan
portfolio reached KD 787,000 ($2.5 million), it
added. Summation of social loans amounted to KD
24.9 million ($82 million), it said, mentioning that the
total donations and grants added up to KD 22 million
($72.6 million) distributed over KD 12.5 million ($41
million) as social donations and KD 9.6 million ($31.6
million) granted to people with disabilities. — KUNA

PACI service allows
owners to verify
tenants’ info online
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Civil Information
(PACI) has introduced a service for property owners
to check on residents and complain online in case of
any inaccurate data. PACI Director General Musaed
Al-Asousi said after the launch of Kuwait Mobile ID
as a secure electronic ID of an individual according
to the e-transactions law, it is possible to display the
information of residents of real estate owners’ prop-
erties. This move compliments a service launched in
2018 enabling landlords to check any addition or
omission of residents at the properties they own. 

Asousi said the goal behind this service is to
adhere to transparency and enable the owner to be
one of the monitoring tools, in addition to strict pro-
cedures by PACI for change of address, which
requires documents and the fingerprints of the renter
to guarantee their appearance in person, as well as
the landlord’s fingerprints to guarantee their knowl-
edge and approval of the renter to reside at their
property. Asousi said the service is in agreement with
transparency requirements of Nazaha. He said the
service enables the owner to complain online after
completing a survey, because the authority noticed
that at times the lease contract is signed by a family
member without the knowledge of other members,
especially in cases of inherited property.

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait Municipality
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi said yesterday that the surge
in coronavirus cases “has placed us before a big
challenge” to heed health conditions. He made his
remarks to reporters after a tour at Murooj
Complex in Sabhan to see first-hand compliance of
restaurants and coffee shops with health regula-
tions. Government institutions stepped up their
readiness after health authorities raised the alarm
about rising numbers of COVID-19 cases, he said.
Manfouhi said he was
pleased to witness busi-
ness owners’ commitment
to health conditions which
exceeded 95 percent. This
compliance, he added,
would help owners avoid
any penalties. He warned
anew against any slack-
ness in compliance with
the health conditions
“because it would endan-
ger lives of people.”

The Ministry of Health yesterday announced 798
new COVID-19 cases registered over a 24-hour
span, increasing the total number of infections to
177,701, while five fatalities were recorded during
the same period, raising the death toll to 1,003. Plus,
active cases amounted to 10,679 with 133 of them in
intensive care units as of yesterday, MoH’s
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said. Health

authorities conducted 7,514 swab tests to a total of
1,667,920, which meant that 10.6 percent of the
swab tests performed in 24 hours were infections,
he revealed. Earlier, the ministry confirmed 765
fresh recovery cases, added to a total of 166,019
cured people so far. Dr Sanad urged the public to
adhere to precautionary measures against the virus
and maintain social distancing.

The Cabinet had decided earlier this month to shut
down all commercial shops, restaurants and malls

from 8:00 pm to 5:00 am
the next day as of February
7, as a new measure to help
curb the spread of COVID-
19 after a notable increase
in the number of new cases.
Grocery shops and phar-
macies were exempted,
while delivery business
were allowed to continue. It
also closed down health
clubs, salons, barber shops
and resorts, in addition to

celebration halls, tents and catering services. It also
banned all gatherings including national holiday cele-
brations. The ban will continue for one month which
can be renewed if necessary.

The Cabinet also banned the entry of foreigners
into the country from February 7 for two week that
can be renewed. It exempted close relatives of citi-
zens and domestic helpers. Furthermore, the

Cabinet re-introduced institutional quarantines
saying that those returning will have to be quaran-
tined at local hotels for seven days and then at

home for another seven days. The decision will be
implemented from February 21 for one month that
can be extended.

Surge in Kuwait COVID-19 cases 
big challenge: Municipality chief

Health Ministry announces 798 new COVID cases, five deaths

Municipality
inspects stores’

compliance

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait Municipality Ahmad Al-Manfouhi speaks to reporters after a
tour at Murooj Complex in Sabhan yesterday. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Prevention sector officials at Kuwait Fire Force carried out several campaigns in the presence
of deputy chief of the sector Maj Gen Khalid Abdullah Fahad. They issued several citations and warn-
ings to violating stores in Amghara for not meeting safety and fire prevention conditions and not hav-
ing a license from the fire force.

Three dead in 
family tragedy 
on Kabd Road
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti woman, her daughter and
granddaughter were killed as their vehicle
flipped over after a collision on Kabd Road near
the second roundabout, Al-Rai Arabic daily
reported yesterday. The three victims were
trapped in their vehicle, but died by the time
they were pulled out. The driver of the other
vehicle was taken to hospital. The deceased
were recovered by forensics. Meanwhile, the
same daily reported that three Kuwaitis are
being questioned for flying gliders in Khairan in
violation of the law and not having licenses. 

A citizen told police about the gliders
equipped with cameras flying over the chalets of
Sabah Al-Ahmad Sea Area. A source said it is
necessary to obtain licenses to fly gliders and
drones from the civil aviation to avoid legal
action. In a separate case, a Kuwaiti under the
influence of drugs caused three traffic accidents
in Hawally. Police found drugs on him, which he
claimed were for his personal use, reported Al-
Rai. Those involved in the accidents filed
charges against him. 


