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Kuwait’s Amir receives Crown 
Prince, Speaker, Prime Minister

Sheikh Nawaf congratulates Bahraini King on 20th charter anniversary

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 
His Highness the Amir later received Deputy Prime Minister 
and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, 
and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown 
Prince received Ghanem and His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled at Bayan Palace. His Highness Sheikh Mishal also 
received Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali, Saleh, Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and 
Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir addressed a con-
gratulatory cable to the Bahraini King Hamad bin Issa Al-
Khalifa on the 20th Anniversary of the National Action 
Charter of Bahrain. In his cable, His Highness praised Bahrain’s 
special achievements under his wisdom, wishing the king and 
his people further progress and prosperity. His Highness the 
Crown Prince and His Highness the Prime Minister sent similar 
cables to King Hamad. Separately, His Highness the Amir 
addressed a cable of condolences to Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz on the demise of Princess Dana bint Abdullah bin 
Turki bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al-Saud. His Highness the Crown 
Prince and His Highness the Prime Minister sent cables of sim-
ilar content to the Saudi monarch. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets a number of Cabinet ministers.
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 Congress and stop the certification of Biden’s vic-

tory. “He summoned his supporters to Washington... 
whipped them into a frenzy, and directed them at the 
Capitol,” Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said 
after the vote. The defense team swatted the evidence 
away, arguing that Trump’s appeal to supporters to 
“fight like hell, at the rally that preceded the attack”, 
was merely rhetorical. But their central argument was 
that the Senate had no constitutional jurisdiction to try 
a former president. Most Republican senators agreed. 

But Mitch McConnell, the powerful Senate minority 
leader who voted to acquit on those grounds, left no 
doubt he blames Trump for the riot - which sent law-
makers fleeing for safety as a marauding mob ram-
paged through the Capitol. The former Trump ally 
unleashed a searing rebuke of the ex-president, calling 
his actions preceding the assault a “disgraceful dere-
liction” of duty. 

“There’s no question - none - that president Trump 
is practically and morally responsible for provoking the 
events of the day,” McConnell told the chamber after 

the vote. He stressed that while Congress has exhaust-
ed its avenues for punishing Trump, the US justice sys-
tem has not. “President Trump is still liable for every-
thing he did while he was in office,” McConnell said. 
“He didn’t get away with anything yet.” 

In a statement Saturday night, Biden said that 
“while the final vote did not lead to a conviction, the 
substance of the charge is not in dispute” and 
acknowledged McConnell’s critique of Trump. “This 
sad chapter in our history has reminded us that 
democracy is fragile. That it must always be defended. 
That we must be ever vigilant,” Biden said. 

Building their case over two days, Democratic 
impeachment managers described how Trump first 
encouraged, then refused to call a halt to the Jan 6 
insurrection that left then-vice president Mike Pence 
and lawmakers in mortal danger. Proclaiming Trump’s 
innocence, defense lawyer Michael van der Veen told 
the Senate that “the act of incitement never happened” 
and that rioters acted alone. 

After the trial, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who 
was openly targeted by rioters and evacuated from 
the Capitol on Jan 6, laid into the “cowardly” 
Republican senators who voted to acquit. “Senate 
Republicans’ refusal to hold Trump accountable for 
igniting a violent insurrection to cling to power will 
go down as one of the darkest days and most dis-
honorable acts in our nation’s history,” she said in a 
statement. — AFP 

Trump acquitted  
again by...
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“Finally there’s a glimpse of hope that things will 

get back to normal,” said medical student Dana 
Chatila, who was waiting in her white lab coat and 
mask outside the American University Medical 
Center where she works in the emergency depart-
ment. “It’s going to take time of course, but the dark-
ness is ending.” 

From today, another 18 hospitals across the coun-
try are to join in the vaccination campaign, health 
ministry adviser Mohamad Haidar has said. The World 
Bank has allocated $34 million to inoculate two million 
of Lebanon’s six million inhabitants. Lebanon has 
been under a lockdown since mid-January, after an 
unprecedented spike in cases blamed on holiday 
gatherings that forced overwhelmed hospitals to turn 
away patients for lack of beds. 

The pandemic has compounded the woes of 
Lebanese, already struggling with a dire economic 
crisis and reeling from a devastating explosion at 
Beirut’s port last summer that killed more than 200 
people, injured thousands and destroyed swathes of 

the capital. The Lebanese pound has lost more than 
80 percent of its value to the dollar on the black mar-
ket, prices have soared, and many have seen their 
savings trapped in the banks. 

More than half the population lives in poverty, and 
rights groups have warned millions would struggle to 
survive without help if coronavirus restrictions lasted 
too long. The World Bank and the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC) are to monitor the vaccine rollout. 

Some 450,000 people have signed up to be vacci-
nated in Lebanon including 45,000 aged over 75 and 
17,500 staff from the health sector, caretaker health 
minister Hamad Hassan has said. He has promised all 
residents would be vaccinated, including Syrian and 
Palestinian refugees living in the country. Firass Abiad, 
the head of the Rafiq Hariri Hospital, said Saturday 
that a first jab was “the best gift one can ask for on 
Valentine’s Day”. 

But many in Lebanon are still hesitant to get the 
jab. Of 500 people surveyed by private think-tank 
Information International, 31 percent said they would 
get vaccinated, 38 percent said they would rather not 
and another 31 percent were undecided. Lebanon has 
ordered around six million vaccine doses in total, 
including two million from Pfizer/BioNTech and 
another 2.7 million via the international Covax distri-
bution program.— AFP 

Lebanon kicks  
off COVID-19...
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A UN report said in the hours before dawn the 

school was hit by an Israeli artillery barrage. 
“I counted seven shells before I passed out,” said 

Barakat, who suffered severe back injuries that left her 
paralyzed in her lower limbs. She said she only recov-
ered consciousness when she heard her son cry out 

that his father was dead. Her injured daughter Samar, 
now 18, remembers how she tried to dodge the shells. 
“But they were falling in front of and behind us,” she 
said. “Anyone who kills should receive his sentence, 
and Israel should be held responsible for its crimes.” 

A summary of a UN inquiry, published in April 
2015, says four shells hit the school shortly after an 
unspecified explosion outside its walls. It said that in 
the Jabaliya girls’ school shelling and six other inci-
dents at UNRWA premises between July 8 and Aug 26, 
2014, “at least 44 Palestinians were killed as a result of 
Israeli actions and at least 227 injured”. 

“United Nations premises are inviolable and should 

be places of safety, in particular in a situation of armed 
conflict,” then-UN chief Ban Ki-moon wrote to the 
Security Council in a letter accompanying the report. 
The Israeli army said it had done everything possible 
to minimize casualties, accusing Gaza’s Hamas rulers 
and other armed groups of using civilians as “human 
shields” by firing from densely populated areas of the 
enclave of two million inhabitants. 

The UN report acknowledged its inspectors found 
mortar tubes and rounds as well as “rockets” in some 
schools. At another it “concluded that it was highly 
likely that an unidentified Palestinian armed group 
could have used the school premises to launch 

attacks”. “The fact that they were used by those 
involved in the fighting to store their weaponry and, in 
two cases, probably to fire from them is unacceptable,” 
Ban wrote. 

Outgoing ICC prosecutor Fatou Bensouda said at 
the end of 2019 that she wanted to investigate possible 
“war crimes” in the Palestinian territories, after a pre-
liminary examination opened in 2015 in the wake of the 
2014 war. Montasser Bakr, 17, says he is eager to testi-
fy to the court in The Hague if called upon. “I will tell 
them, me, at the ICC, how my nine-year-old cousin 
Ismail was killed by Israel while he was going to get 
the ball!”  — AFP 

Gazans look 
to ICC for...


