
LOS ANGELES: Rudy Gobert and Joe Ingles scored
27 points each as the league-leading Utah Jazz used
an explosive and balanced attack to beat the
Milwaukee Bucks 129-115 and continue their dominant
run through the NBA on Friday.

The Jazz had four players score 25 points in a game
for the first time in franchise history as Donovan
Mitchell (26) and Jordan Clarkson (25) also got into an
offensive flow in front of a pandemic-limited crowd of
almost 4,000 at the Vivint Smart Home Arena.

It was the sixth straight win and the 17th victory in
18 games for the Jazz, who became the first NBA team
to reach the 20 win mark when they beat Boston on
Tuesday. “It just looks fun. Like when I watch them
play, it looks fun, it looks easy,” Bucks star Giannis
Antetokounmpo said. “It looks simple. For sure, they
look like us last year, and man, when you’re at that
point and you’re playing with that confidence you’re
hard to beat for sure.”

Gobert had 12 assists and four blocks while
Clarkson came off the bench to score 25 for Utah, who
have beaten Milwaukee twice this season and both
times by double digits. Antetokounmpo finished with
29 points, 15 rebounds and six assists but the Bucks
lost their second game in a row. The Jazz seized con-
trol in the second quarter when they outscored the
Bucks 34-21. They put up 35 points in the first quarter
and nailed 12 of 24 threes in the first half.

Elsewhere, LeBron James and Anthony Davis com-

bined for 63 points as the Los Angeles Lakers used a
second half blitz to beat the Memphis Grizzlies 115-
105 for their seventh straight win. For the first time in
four games the defending league champion Lakers
didn’t have to go into overtime, but they did need to
rally from a 20-point first half deficit for the second
game in a row.

“We got to figure that out,” said James. “We
shouldn’t be down in the first quarter. We can’t do
that against good teams and we got some good
teams coming up. Being down 22-2 is not a good
ingredient for championship team, but we found a
way to get it done.”

Davis scored 35 points and James finished with 28
points, nine rebounds and eight assists for the Lakers,
who looked tired early after playing three straight
overtime games and were down 22-2 halfway through
the first quarter against the Grizzlies. The Lakers
outscored Memphis 41-23 in the third quarter. In the
fourth, they boosted the lead to double digits and
cruised the rest of the way.

“We finally got some stops. Our defense wasn’t
where it needed to be in the first quarter. We grinded
it out made a little bit of a run at the end of the third,”
said Lakers coach Frank Vogel. James played 34 min-
utes, capping his scoring performance with an
emphatic one-handed dunk on a pass from Marc
Gasol with three minutes to go.

In Dallas, Luka Doncic scored a career-high 46

points to propel the Dallas Mavericks to a fourth
straight victory on Friday, 143-130 over the New
Orleans Pelicans. Doncic added 12 assists and eight
rebounds — his seventh career game with at least
40 points and 10 assists. Kristaps Porzingis added 36
points for the Mavericks, who withstood a career-
best 36 points from Pelicans star Zion Williamson.
The scoring extravaganza included a franchise
record 25 three-pointers from the Mavericks, who
took a 69-65 lead into the second half — in which
they never trailed.

Doncic connected on five of eight from three-point
range, while Porzingis hit eight of 13 from beyond the
arc. Williamson was a perfect 10-for-10 from the field
in the first half and 14-of-15 overall — his lone miss a
three-point attempt in the third quarter. “Luka was
phenomenal,” Mavs coach Rick Carlisle said. “KP was
phenomenal. Williamson was ridiculous.”

Dallas pushed the lead to double digits midway
through the third, connecting on 13 of their first 15
shots after the break. Carlisle thought the contest was
a “pillow fight” defensively, but he couldn’t help but be
impressed by the explosive offense on display. “The
shotmaking was phenomenal, by both teams,” he said.
“We were able to get a little bit of traction defensively
in the fourth. Also, Kawhi Leonard scored 33 points on
14-for-21 shooting, Marcus Morris came off the bench
to score 20 points as the Los Angeles Clippers cruised
to a 125-106 win over the host Chicago Bulls. — AFP

Sunday, February 14, 2021S p o r t s

Established 1961 15

News in brief
Raptors to finish season in Tampa

NEW YORK: The NBA’s Toronto Raptors, forced
into a United States home base due to COVID-19
issues, said they will play the remainder of the
2020-21 season out of Florida. The Canadian fran-
chise will complete the campaign where they have
played so far, at Tampa’s Amalie Arena. “Florida
has been really welcoming to us and we’re so
grateful for the hospitality we’ve found in Tampa,”
Raptors president Masai Ujiri said. The Raptors
also could be hoping some of the city’s champi-
onship fortune rubs off on them. — AFP

O’Ree tribute postponed 

NEW YORK: Willie O’Ree, the first black player
in the National Hockey League, will have his
Boston Bruins jersey retirement ceremony post-
poned to next year with hopes he and fans can
attend. The Bruins announced the postponement
on Thursday, moving the ceremony from next
Thursday to January 18, 2022, after consulting
with the league. The new date will mark the 64th
anniversary of O’Ree making history as the NHL’s
first black player when he took the ice for the
Bruins against the Montreal Canadiens. — AFP

Arsenal vs Benfica ‘switched’

PARIS: The venues for Europa League ties
involving both Arsenal and Tottenham have been
switched because of COVID-19 restrictions, UEFA
announced on Friday. Arsenal’s second leg against
Lisbon giants Benfica on February 25 will be
played in Greece. The game will be played at the
Georgios Karaiskakis stadium of Olympiakos at
17:55 GMT. The first leg of the last 32 tie on
February 18 had already been switched from
Lisbon to the Stadio Olimpico in Rome.
Tottenham’s Europa League first leg away to
Wolfsberger will be played at the Puskas Arena in
Budapest because of restrictions on entry into
Austria. — AFP

Bayern add Upamecano 

BERLIN: France defender Dayot Upamecano will
join Bayern Munich from Bundesliga rivals RB
Leipzig next season, according to reports Friday.
Both magazine Kicker and daily Bild say Bayern
will pay 43 million euros ($52 million) to activate
the buy-out clause in Upamecano’s Leipzig con-
tract, which runs until 2023. European champions
Bayern appear to have fought off competition
from Liverpool and Chelsea, who also wanted to
sign the center-back. Upamecano will replace
David Alaba, 28, who is set to leave Bayern when
his contract expires in June after repeatedly turn-
ing down extension offers. — AFP 

Sao Paulo hire Crespo 

SAO PAULO: Argentine Hernan Crespo will be
the new coach of Sao Paulo, the Brazilian club
announced on Friday. The 45-year-old’s appoint-
ment comes just three weeks after he led modest
Argentine side Defensa y Justicia to the Copa
Sudamericana title. The former striker, a Premier
League winner with Chelsea and three-time Serie
A champion with Inter Milan, has signed a two-
year contract. Crespo replaces Brazilian Fernando
Diniz, who was fired after a string of poor results
that dropped Sao Paulo off the top of the Brazilian
championship. — AFP

Jazz dominate Bucks again,
Lakers rally past Grizzlies

Doncic’s career-high propels Mavs over Pelicans 

SALT LAKE CITY: Rudy Gobert #27 of the Utah Jazz
drives to the basket against the Milwaukee Bucks
on Friday at vivint.SmartHome Arena in Salt Lake
City, Utah. — AFP

Texans release star
defensive end Watt
WASHINGTON: Three-time NFL Defensive Player of
the Year JJ Watt was released Friday by the Houston
Texans, who are struggling to keep top players after
revamping their executive lineup. Watt announced his
departure in a video posted on social media to his fans
in Houston and Texans owner Cal McNair confirmed the
release of the player who had become the face of the
franchise. “I want you guys to hear it from me,” Watt
said in the message. “I have sat down with the McNair
family and I have asked them for my release and we
have mutually agreed to part ways at this time.”

The Texans are the only club for which Watt has
played since being taken with the 11th overall pick of the
2011 NFL Draft. Watt was named the 2017 NFL Man of
the Year for helping Houston recovery from Hurricane
Harvey, raising more than $40 million for relief
efforts.”You treated me like family and I truly feel like
you’re my family,” Watt said. “I’ve tried to do everything
I can to work and earn your respect and try and make
you proud on and off the field. The connection is special
and I will never ever take that for granted because I
know how rare it is.”

Watt had one year at $17.7 million remaining on his
contract but is now a free agent to sign with any club he
wants. A possible interested team would be the
Pittsburgh Steelers, who already have Watt’s brothers
TJ and Derek on their roster. The Texans reached the
playoffs for the first time in 2011 and have made the
postseason six times in Watt’s tenure, but have never
gone past the second round. Watt now should have the
chance to play for a Super Bowl contender. “I’m excited
and looking forward to a new opportunity,” Watt said.
“But at the same time it’s always tough to move on.”

Watt, 31, has been a first-team All-Pro selection five
times in his 10 NFL seasons and twice led the league in
sacks, with 101 career sacks for the Texans. He won
Defensive Player of the Year honors in 2012, 2014 and
2015. “Change is never easy, especially when it involves
the ones you love,” McNair said in a statement. “JJ’s
impact on not only our organization, but the entire
Houston community, is unlike any player in our fran-
chise’s history... we will forever consider him a Texan.
For now, we will build upon the foundation that JJ creat-
ed here and forge ahead with our unwavering mission to
bring a championship to our city.”

Watson salutes Watt
That might require a major rebuilding after a 4-12

campaign in 2020 and the request by Texans star quar-
terback Deshaun Watson to be traded. “We expect him
to remain a Texan,” McNair said. Watson said any team
would be lucky to have Watt. “Salute to one of the
Greatest of All Time @JJWatt,” Watson tweeted. “I
appreciate you for all the work you put in and more
importantly the person you are. Any team in the league
will be better the day you out on their jersey! 1OVE my
brother! MORE Glory.”

David Culley, a former Baltimore Ravens assistant
coach, was named the Texans’ new head coach last
month. The club this week also lost team president
Jamey Rootes, who resigned Wednesday in the latest
departure of a major executive shakeup. Nick Caserio
was hired as the Texans’ new general manager and the
club also parted ways with its director of football
administration, equipment manager and vice president
of communications in recent weeks. — AFP

Club World Cup
highlights challenges
ahead of 2022
DOHA: Organizers would have wanted to use
the  Club  World  Cup  as a demonstration of readi-
ness for next year’s World Cup in Qatar, highlight-
ing gleaming infrastructure and a soft touch with
fans from abroad.  Instead foreign supporters were
banned and all eyes were on strict coronavirus
containment measures that followed high-profile
outbreaks at the AFC Champions League and
recent Australian Open qualifiers played in the Gulf
state. While the measures were lauded by FIFA as
a success, Bayern Munich star Thomas Mueller
tested positive for the virus and at least two mem-
bers of the Al-Ahly delegation went down with
COVID-19.

Bayern went on to beat Mexico’s Tigres 1-0 in the
final without Mueller. Two Ahly players breached
their bubble when they ran into the stands to greet
Egypt legend Mohamed Aboutrika, with both banned
from their team’s third-place play-off and fined. New
coronavirus cases grew 18 percent nationwide in the
eight days of the tournament compared to the same
period the week before as health officials warned of a
second wave. A new lockdown could now be on the
horizon, medical sources said. However, confident
authorities said ahead of the tournament that strin-
gent testing requirements at a recent domestic cup
final, similar to those in place for the Club World Cup,
showed that the risk of the virus spreading at such an
event could be contained.

The day before the competition was due to get
underway, Qatar announced a tightening of restric-
tions including a reduction of spectator capacity at
stadiums to 20 percent. However because the Club
World Cup had secured approval to stage matches
with stadiums at 30 percent capacity prior to the new
rules, it was permitted to proceed with larger crowds,
an official source said.

“One hundred percent security never exists, but
we can do whatever we can to go very close to this,”
FIFA president Gianni Infantino said in Doha during
the tournament. For the first time he also raised the
prospect of coronavirus measures being enforced

during the 2022 World Cup but insisted stadiums
would be full.

The Club World Cup played out as Doha under-
went a relative cold snap with temperatures in the
evening, when matches were played, dipping below
20 degrees Celsius (68 Fahrenheit). Next year the
World Cup itself will be staged in November and
December when conditions are likely to be similarly
mild. The two gleaming brand-new stadiums used for
the Club World Cup — Education City and Ahmad
bin Ali Stadium — also won plaudits from visiting
players and managers. So far Qatar has inaugurated
three new venues and one refurbished ground with
four still to open, most likely later this year. All of
them boast state-of-the art air conditioning.

It was also revealed just ahead of the tournament
that alcohol would be available at venues — albeit
only in VIP hospitality suites pending a decision on
general ticket holders’ access to drinks. There was
however no repeat of the boozy fan zones which
proved popular with fans during the 2019 Club World
Cup as all events away from matches were cancelled
to stop the spread of COVID-19.

While the large contingent of Al-Ahly fans who
call Qatar homemade stadiums feel more than 30 per-
cent full, there was little else in Doha to suggest a
major tournament was underway. The limited number
of fans attending matches also meant key aspects of
Qatar’s 2022 infrastructure did not face an acid test.

The involvement of Bayern, both in the tournament
and at previous training camps in Qatar, drew scruti-
ny from supporter groups and rights activists. Bayern
have a shirt sponsorship deal with Qatar Airways. In
February 2020, labor activists Fair Square wrote to
Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge urging the
club to take a stand on workers’ rights issues. 

The club had previously stated in an annual report
that “since Bayern Munich became a partner of
Qatar” there had been “positive developments in
human and labor rights”. Fair Square claimed that
despite some progress, including reform pledges
backed by the International Labor Organization,
“progress has been limited in scope and as yet not
effective in implementation”.

Qatari authorities stress that Amnesty International
credits Qatar with meaningful labor reforms. They
include a new minimum wage due to begin this month,
and scrapping requirements for managerial approval
for staff changing companies. Some migrant workers
still complain of unpaid wages and being charged ille-
gal recruitment fees. — AFP

HOUSTON: In this file photo taken on January 2,
2021 JJ Watt of the Houston Texans participates in
warmups prior to a game against the Tennessee
Titans at NRG Stadium in Houston, Texas. — AFP

AL-RAYYAN: Bayern Munich’s German goalkeeper Manuel Neuer lifts the trophy as he celebrates their
win in the FIFA Club World Cup final football match between Germany’s Bayern Munich vs Mexico’s UANL
Tigres at the Education City Stadium in the Qatari city of Al-Rayyan on Thursday. — AFP


