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NAIROBI: With passenger traffic in a slump, airlines are
turning to freight to fill the gap - and Kenya Airways
spies an advantage in the market to deliver tempera-
ture-sensitive COVID vaccines: its expertise in flying
fresh roses to Europe. Some 3,000 tons of flowers are
currently exported every week from Nairobi’s interna-
tional airport under demanding cool-storage conditions
akin to those required to safely ship COVID vaccines.

Jabs earmarked for Africa risk spoilage if not trans-
ported within precise temperature ranges from ground
handling to shipment and delivery - a logistical feat
beyond many infrastructure-poor countries on the
continent. “That is the range we manage our fresh
flowers, so it’s very common and well known in our
temperature control mechanisms,” Peter Musola,
Kenya Airways’ general manager of cargo, told AFP in
an interview this week. “Around fresh, cool-chain man-
agement, I will tell you Nairobi is way ahead of so
many countries.”

The airline serves the major air hubs in Africa, has
long-established routes to Europe and on Friday intro-
duced a flight to Delhi, with an eye on business to ship
Covishield, an Indian-made vaccine. It has converted
passenger planes to cargo freighters and opened a
pharmaceutical storage facility capable of storing tons
of vaccines, as it courts the big business of bringing
vaccines to more than a billion Africans.

Flower power 
The airline faces stiff competition from Ethiopian

Airlines, the state-owned rival next door. Africa’s
largest carrier, Ethiopian welcomed its first coron-
avirus vaccines this month. The shipment from China,

destined for Chad, showcased the airline’s ambition for
continent-wide distribution, and its own capability at
cold-storage technology. Kenya is expected to receive
its first vaccines this month, though a date has not
been set, and Musola stressed KQ is ready to serve:
“Charity begins at home.”

But the national carrier is keen to demonstrate it has
an edge in transporting delicate cargo no matter where
it is needed. Every day, Kenya’s coveted roses and car-
nations are cut and packed by hand, rushed by refrig-
erated truck 100 km to Nairobi, placed aboard cargo
planes and flown to Europe. To keep the petals fresh
and vibrant, the flowers must be kept between two and
eight degrees Celsius the entire way. 

Buyers use trackers inside shipments to ensure the
“cold chain” remains unbroken from farms on the
Equator to the market floor in Amsterdam. Some coro-
navirus vaccines on the market, such as those pro-
duced by Pfizer and Moderna, must be kept in extreme
freezers seldom available on the continent.

As a result, many African governments have gravi-
tated to the Sinopharm, AstraZeneca and
Johnson&Johnson vaccines that, like flowers, also keep
at two to eight degrees C. “This is really one big
advantage that Kenya will have: the experience in han-
dling fresh products will really be a great value-add in
managing the temperature control for the vaccines,”
Musola said.

‘Something else will come’ 
The vaccine-transport business would bring

much-needed revenue to the struggling airline.
Kenya Airways cargo operations grew slightly

in 2020 but passenger services, its main source
of revenue, collapsed as the pandemic gutted
demand for international travel. The govern-
ment has quietly given the airline $91 million to
cover losses, after a year in which the firm had
to axe hundreds of jobs, Business Daily report-
ed this week.

To ref lect  the economic real i t ies , Kenya

Airways this week unveiled its first repurposed
Dreamliner 787 to cater to expanding cargo
demand, with a second in the works. Musola said
the 50-tonne freighter had interested the market.
In the coming busy months, with frequent charters
to European capitals with flowers for Valentine’s
Day and Mother’s Day, Kenya Airways hopes the
fleet can return with vaccines aboard. —AFP

Carrier faces stiff competition from Ethiopian Airlines

From flowers to vaccines, Kenya 
Airways sees new opportunity

NAIROBI: Kenya Airways’ Commercial Cargo Manager Peter Musola gives an interview at the airline’s
import handling facility at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport on Feb 11, 2021. —AFP

Feminist dating app 
Bumble takes Wall 
Street by storm
WASHINGTON: US dating app Bumble, where
women make the first move, won Wall Street’s
heart as it went public Friday, with markets valu-
ing the company at $13 billion. Bumble offered 50
million shares at a price of $43 each, allowing it
to raise more than $2 billion. The New York Stock
Exchange welcomed its new arrival, listed as
“BMBL,” with open arms: its shares shot up by
63.51 percent to $70.31 dollars in its first trading
session, given the company a market capitaliza-
tion of $13 billion.

Dating apps have been hugely successful since
the pandemic began and singles found themselves
without venues to meet up. One of the best-
known players in the sector, Match, owner of
Bumble’s rivals Tinder and Meetic, has seen its
shares increase fivefold on Wall Street since
March and the outbreak of the pandemic in the
United States.

Bumble Inc, which includes the Badoo and
Bumble apps, was launched in 2014 by Whitney
Wolfe Herd, 31, a former president of marketing
for Tinder. She wants Bumble to become a global
social platform, first and foremost feminist and at
the service of love, but also catering to profes-
sional and friendship issues and offering what she
says is the power for women to create the rela-
tionships they want. 

A year after its launch, the application claimed

15 million subscribers and 80 million meetings. By
2020, Bumble had 54 mill ion monthly users,
according to Bloomberg, and 2.4 million paid
subscribers through Bumble and Badoo. Both
apps, which were acquired by the Blackstone
investment fund in 2019, employ 600 people in
Austin, Texas and have off ices in several
European cities.

“Bumble’s IPO coming just in time for
Valentine’s,” said Wall Street 24/7, an investment
newsletter. “The market for online dating has
become increasingly popular over the past decade
and is now the most common way for new couples
to meet in the United States,” it said. The “Great
Lockdown” has pushed singles around the world to
dating apps. When the pandemic hit, Tinder posted
record usage on March 29, with more than three
billion swipes. The number of messages exchanged
on competitor Bumble shot up 26 percent the same
month in the United States. —AFP

WASHINGTON: In this file photo taken on Feb 26, 2020
an AFP journalist holds his phone showing the dating
application Bumble. —AFP

ABK’s Samsung Pay offers users a better way to pay, offering a simple, safe, and contactless payment
solution. The bank will continue to introduce innovative digital solutions, supporting a shift towards a cash-
less future. 

ABK congratulates winners of 
weekly Samsung Visa draw
KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced the winners of the final “Samsung Visa” weekly draw
campaign, which started in Nov 2020. The lucky winners who will each receive a Samsung Watch3 are:

Will money laundering 
laws end art world’s 
culture of secrecy?
PARIS: When a Botticelli painting went under the ham-
mer last month at Sotheby’s in New York for $92 million,
it was assumed the buyer was a Russian oligarch since
the bidding was done by an adviser to wealthy
Russians. But as art journalist Scott Reyburn told “The
Week in Art” podcast, it’s not always that simple:
“Sometimes very wealthy collectors use telephone bid-
ders that imply a certain nationality just to guarantee
their own anonymity... to throw us off the scent,” he said. 

The ultra-wealthy prize that sort of confidentiality,
and it also helps build the mystique and theatre in
which auction houses like to drape themselves. Lately,
however, regulators in Europe and the United States
are out to spoil the fun, arguing that this culture of

secrecy is ripe for exploitation by criminals. New
anti-money-laundering rules mean art and antiquities
dealers in Britain and the EU must now record the
actual beneficiaries of their sales for the first time. US
Congress approved similar legislation last month that
should be in place by 2022.

Some high-profile cases over the past decade
seem to justify the clampdown, such as disgraced
Brazilian financier Edemar Cid Ferreira buying an $8-
million Jean-Michel Basquiat painting and shipping it
to a New York storage facility with a $100 label. Or
fugitive Malaysian Jho Low, accused of spending
some $137 million on art with money he “borrowed”
from his country’s 1MDB sovereign wealth fund. But
some in the art market fear the new approach means
they are being essentially hung out as bait for crimi-
nals. “They say we don’t report enough people, but
that’s because we don’t do sales if we get a sense
that the buyer is doubtful or shady,” said Marion
Papillon, who runs a Paris gallery and heads a group
representing the trade. —AFP

Maryland becomes 
first US state to tax 
digital ad revenue
SAN FRANCISCO: Maryland on Friday became the first
US state to tax digital ad money taken in by Internet giants.
Legislators in the state senate mustered enough votes to
override a veto by Republican Governor Larry Hogan, who
had sought to derail the tax on revenue taken in from online
ads shown in Maryland. “It’s all about taxes and no results,”
Hogan said in a video posted at Twitter. “This is not the end

of this fight, this is the only the beginning. It cannot and it
will not stand.” The tax is expected to be challenged in
court. Supporters of the tax, money from which is to be
funneled into education, touted its passage as a victory for
schools that have gone underfunded while internet firms
have raked in fortunes from targeted ads. Hogan vetoed the
bill last year, contending it would raise taxes on people
already struggling due to the pandemic. A tax bite of up to
10 percent would be taken from the portion of digital
advertising revenue resulting from internet use in the state.
“Maryland will become the first state in the country to
make sure big tech pays their fair share while making bil-
lions of dollars a year using our personal data to sell digital
ads,” state senator Bill Ferguson said in a Facebook post
supporting the bill. —AFP


