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Kuwait strongly
deplores Houthis’
continued attacks 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry on Friday condemned
in the strongest terms Houthis’ continued targeting of Saudi
civilians and civilian neighborhoods with booby-trapped
drones and ballistic missiles. The continuation of these ter-
rorist acts poses a dangerous escalation that threatens
Saudi Arabia’s security and the region’s stability, the min-
istry said in a statement. These acts blatantly challenge
international and humanitarian law, and undermine interna-
tional efforts aiming to reach a political solution to end the
ongoing conflict, it added. The ministry also renewed
Kuwait’s call to the international community, mainly the UN
Security Council, to assume its responsibilities in maintain-
ing international peace and security. The State of Kuwait
stands shoulder-to-shoulder with Saudi Arabia and sup-
ports the Kingdom in all measures it takes to maintain its
security, stability and sovereignty, it stressed.

Meanwhile, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) con-
demned the Houthi militia’s continued “deliberate” targeted
drone attacks on civilian-populated areas in Saudi Arabia,
most recently Abha airport. These attacks represent a “fla-
grant violation” of international norms and laws, GCC
Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf said in a statement,
holding the group and its financial and arms backers “fully
accountable.” Hajraf went on to praise the vigilance and
the efficiency of the Saudi-led Arab coalition in Yemen
after it successfully intercepted and shot down the explo-
sive drone earlier in the day. He also underlined the Gulf
Arab bloc’s support of Saudi Arabia, in its measures to
maintain its security and stability and the safety of its citi-
zens. The GCC chief went on to call on the international
community to take a firm stance against the Houthi militia
and those who support it, amid their ongoing attempts to
destabilize regional peace and security.

Furthermore, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
condemned in the strongest terms the Houthi militia’s
continued targeting of civilians and residential areas after
a recently thwarted drone attack on an airport in south-
ern Saudi Arabia. This comes after the Arab coalition in
support of Yemen’s legitimacy earlier on Saturday inter-
cepted and shot down a bomb-laden drone targeting
Abha International Airport. The OIC “supports all meas-
ures taken by the Coalition to Restore Legitimacy in
Yemen, to deal with the hostile actions of the terrorist
Houthi militia,” Secretary General Ahmed Al-Othaimeen
said in a statement. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait registered 851 new coronavirus
cases yesterday after announcing 1,021 new cases
Friday, while total deaths reached 998 after six new
fatalities were declared yesterday and seven a day
before. The total number of COVID-19 infections
stood yesterday at 176,903, the Ministry of Health
announced.

Meanwhile, the number of patients in intensive
care units (ICU) increased from 122 on Friday to 129
yesterday, as the total number of patients hospital-
ized jumped from 10,523 to 10,651 in one day.
Health workers conducted a total of 20,359 swab
tests over the past 48 hours, ministry spokesman Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad said, noting that the total num-
ber of tests rose to 1,660,406.

As for recoveries, the ministry announced 717
and 642 new recoveries yesterday and Friday
respectively, raising the total to 165,254. Dr Sanad
further urged the public to abide by health precau-
tions, mainly following social distancing rules, which

remains the best way to halt the spread of the virus.
The government had insisting during a meeting

with a parliamentary panel last week that it will con-
tinue with its latest decisions to close shops to con-

tain the spread of the coronavirus, despite calls to
end the closures for financial reasons. Rapporteur of
the National Assembly’s health and labor committee

said following its meeting Wednesday that they dis-
cussed with the health ministry representatives the
latest developments and called on them to cancel the
closures and focus on controlling arrivals from the
airport and other terminals.

He said the ministry insisted it will continue with
the closures and “we stressed that if the closures
will continue, the government should compensate
businesses” affected by the measures. He added
that if the government does not end the closures,
MPs will submit a draft law for compensation.
Hammad said that MPs told the health ministry to
test all people arriving through the airport and no
one should be allowed to leave before knowing the
result. The government had decided to close all
shops from 8:00 pm to 5:00 am the next day and
completely shut health clubs, salons and barber
shops, starting from last Sunday. Kuwait also
banned the entry of all foreigners for two weeks
starting on the same day.
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Suspected arson in
Salmi tire blaze

KUWAIT: Firemen battled a blaze in a pile of tires
reported yesterday in Salmi. Preliminary investiga-
tions indicate that the fire was an arson, Kuwait Fire
Force said in a statement. The fire had started in
four different places, suggesting that it was deliber-
ate, it explained, noting that detectives had collect-
ed samples from the scene. No injuries were report-
ed in the incident, KFF said, adding that investiga-
tions are ongoing in the case.

24 arrested for 
leaking case files 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry’s relations and
security information department said in a follow
up of an earlier case where four court bailiffs
were arrested for photocopying documents and
leaking case files and selling them, 24 others were
arrested for committ ing the same offense.
Interrogation of the four bailiffs led to 24 others -
10 bailiffs, two secretaries, two employees and
two lawyers, while the rest are lawyers’ represen-
tatives. All the suspects confessed to having con-
tacts with the four suspects to obtain documents

of cases that are still being considered by courts. 
The Interior Ministry had announced nearly

three weeks ago that police arrested four Arab
bailiffs who leaked information, documents and
files of cases that are stil l in deliberation in
courts in exchange of money. The arrest came
weeks following a similar case in which police
detained two bailiffs, a court secretary and a
lawyer’s  representat ive on s imi lar  charges.
“While conduct ing invest igat ions, cr iminal
detectives detected four persons taking snap-
shots of documents related to court cases under
deliberation,” the ministry had said in a state-
ment, noting that police obtained warrants to
search the suspects’ homes where they found
more documents stolen from courts.

KUWAIT: Workers are seen fumigating the interior of the Farwaniya Hospital on Friday, as part of the Ministry of Health’s efforts to clear its facilities from poten-
tial COVID-19 virus contamination. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh


