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 countries, “it could be years before the coron-

avirus is brought under control at a global level”. 
The warning came as US vaccine maker Moderna 

said it was seeking clearance with regulators around 
the world to put 50 percent more coronavirus vac-
cine into each of its vials as a way to quickly boost 
current supply levels. In Britain, a marked drop in 
infections and accelerating vaccinations have 
prompted some within the governing Conservative 
Party to push for stay-at-home rules to be lifted in 
early March. 

Much of the country re-entered lockdown in early 
January to curb a more transmissible COVID-19 vari-
ant first identified in the UK. The British government 
nonetheless voiced caution, a watchword echoed 
elsewhere, including Italy, Portugal and Australia. In 
Australia, more than six million people in Melbourne 
and its surrounding area were under an emergency 
five-day coronavirus lockdown. “It’s rough. It’s going 
to be a rough few days for everyone,” said tennis star 
Serena Williams, reacting to the lockdown moments 
after her latest victory at the Australian Open. 

While play will continue under the restrictions, fans 
will no longer be permitted and players must restrict 
themselves to biosecure “bubbles”. The toll on sports, 
entertainment and economies continued to be massive. 
The Tokyo Olympic Games are due to open in July 
after multiple delays. But the games organizers are 
already battling public misgivings about holding the 
huge international event this summer. 

European Commission chief Ursula von der 
Leyen urged the 27 EU member countries to accel-
erate ratification of a key part of the bloc’s 750-bil-
lion-euro ($900-billion) plan to recover from the 

impact of the pandemic. The UK-which has left the 
EU and has Europe’s highest virus death toll after a 
heavily criticized initial response to the pandemic - 
reported that the economy shrank a record 9.9 per-
cent last year. Finance minister Rishi Sunak admitted 
the impact would be a “serious shock” and warned: 
“We should expect the economy to get worse 
before it gets better.” 

Hungary meanwhile said it will become the first EU 
nation to start using Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine. The 
country broke ranks with the EU last month by 
becoming the first bloc member to approve Sputnik 
V, ordering two million doses to be delivered over 
three months, enough to vaccinate one million people. 

Russia registered Sputnik V in August, months 
ahead of Western competitors but before the start of 
large-scale clinical trials, which left some experts 
wary. However, recent results published in The Lancet 
found that the vaccine is 91.6 percent effective 
against COVID-19. Some EU leaders seem to be 
warming to the idea of deploying Sputnik V as the 
bloc struggles with supply shortfalls for the three 
vaccines it has approved.  

The European Medicines Agency has so far 
approved vaccines for the bloc developed by US-
German firm Pfizer-BioNTech, US firm Moderna and 
British-Swedish firm AstraZeneca with Oxford 
University. The EMA said Friday it had started a 
“rolling review” of a vaccine from German manufac-
turer CureVac, the first step towards possible 
authorization. 

In the United States - the world’s hardest-hit 
country with more than 480,000 deaths - health 
authorities on Friday urged schools to reopen safely 
and as soon as possible, offering a detailed plan for 
limiting the spread of COVID-19. The strategy 
emphasizes universal masking, hand washing, disin-
fection and contact tracing. While recommending 
vaccination for teachers and staff, it stops short of 
saying it is necessary - a divisive issue among teach-
ers’ unions. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: As part of the New Kuwait 
2035 vision, the Information Ministry is 
working on its 2021-2026 strategy. 
Preparations began around two months 
ago, and will include discussion sessions 

with various media, individuals and institu-
tions. After these sessions conclude in 
March, the strategy will be launched.  

The ministry has held 22 discussion 
panels in which over 340 employees par-
ticipated, in addition to a team of 15 volun-
teers and dozens of participants from the 
media and other fields. The ministry con-
cluded the first phase of these sessions on 

Thursday with a discussion panel held at 
the National Library for local press, radio 
stations and TV channels. During the ses-
sion, the participants discussed the 
strengths and weaknesses of different sec-
tors of the information ministry.  

Assistant Undersecretary of the Media 
Planning and Knowledge 
Development Department of the 
Ministry of Information 
Mohammed Bin Naji said this 
strategy is based on three pillars. 
“The main pillars of this strategy 
are infrastructure, developing 
human resources and media prod-
uct. The information ministry 
upgraded its studios from SD to 
HD and 4K, but human resources 
are still not developed,” he noted 

during the discussion panel. 
The team of volunteers is organizing 

these sessions. “We met various officials 
and employees from 11 departments of the 
information ministry and took their opinion 
on the points of strength and weakness at 
the ministry. We also asked them about 
their vision of the situation in 10 years,” 
Khaled Al-Thkeir, member of the team, told 

Kuwait Times. 
After they finished dealing with the 

information ministry staff, the team organ-
ized discussion panels with media and oth-
er people. “We invited all media including 
press, radio, TV, electronic media and 
social media accounts and influencers for 
these sessions. And soon we will also meet 
intellectuals and artists to learn their opin-
ions and relations with the information 
ministry. Furthermore, we will meet with 
embassies to get the experience of their 
country in this field,” Thkeir added.   

The main purpose of these discussion 
panels is to develop Kuwaiti media and 
present it in its best form to the world. “The 
strategy of the information ministry is 
based on the instructions of the information 
minister and taking the opinion of the com-
munity from all categories, including the 
media, students, experts, producers, direc-
tors, actors, social media influencers and 
others. We ask what they expect from the 
official media represented by the informa-
tion ministry. Based on this we will set the 
strategy for the next five years,” Thkeir 
explained.  

Information Ministry prepares 
to launch 2021-2026 strategy

Ministry hosts discussion panel for local press

The Information Ministry.
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developing 
human 
resources

KUWAIT: Gifts are shown in a shop in Kuwait City on the eve of Valentine’s Day yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Mohammed Shawqi, Cluster Director of Sales of 

Ibis Hotel, concurred that this decision is a very 
good step. “Although the rates are lower than our 
prices before the pandemic, it’s much better than 
our present situation. I think this should have been 
applied a few months ago, as local hotels could’ve 
benefited rather than neighboring countries that 
benefited from the 14-day transit policy (for pas-
sengers arriving from 35 countries from which 
direct flights are banned). The hotel sector was the 
first that was hit by the pandemic and is suffering 

till now, so we really needed this decision to sup-
port us,” he told Kuwait Times.  

In a related development, the interior ministry’s 
relations and security information department said 
Ahmadi detectives arrested an Asian laboratory 
employee accused of forging coronavirus PCR test 
certificates in exchange of money. Criminal detec-
tives acted on tips received about an expat issuing 
negative coronavirus PCR tests certificates without 
carrying out the tests on the applicants.  

Further investigations proved the information 
was correct, and the suspect was arrested. He told 
interrogators that he took advantage of his job to 
issue certificates for those who wanted it without 
going to the laboratory in Farwaniya. He used to 
take a swab of himself to guarantee a negative 
result. Those who received such certificates are 
being sought.

For local hotels, 
institutional...
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the ICC in the Afghan war investigation and in a 

case against Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta. The 
United Nations has 193 member states but only 123 are 
in the ICC, with the United States, Israel, China and 
Russia notably absent. 

Khan will take on a bulging file of difficult cases at a 
tribunal whose legitimacy is constantly under attack. 
“There are many places where the ICC could take 
action,” one UN envoy said Friday on condition of 
anonymity, adding he hoped the voting would not 
stretch over several days. “We don’t need less ICC but 
more ICC,” he said. 

The new prosecutor’s first tasks will include decid-
ing the next steps on the probe into war crimes in 
Afghanistan and the hugely contentious investigation 
into the 2014 Israel-Palestinian conflict in Gaza. The 
administration of then US president Donald Trump hit 
Bensouda and another senior ICC official last year with 
sanctions including a travel ban and asset freeze after 
she launched the probe that includes alleged US war 
crimes in Afghanistan. 

Israel and the United States have also strongly 
opposed the probe into alleged war crimes by both 
Israeli forces and Palestinian armed groups. ICC judges 

however ruled last week that the court had jurisdiction 
over the situation in the Palestinian territories, paving 
the way for a full investigation after a five-year prelimi-
nary probe opened by Bensouda.  

The new US administration of President Joe Biden 
has signaled a less confrontational line but has not said 
whether it will drop sanctions against Bensouda, who 
has attacked the “unacceptable” measures. Other can-
didates for the job included Spanish judge Carlos 
Castresana, who previously headed a UN panel com-
bating crime and corruption in Guatemala but resigned 
in 2010 alleging “systemic attacks” by power-hungry 
officials, and Francesco Lo Voi, an Italian prosecutor of 
the Mafia. 

Bensouda has had a mixed record in her tenure 
since 2012 even as she expanded - some analysts say 
overextended - the court’s reach. Under her leadership, 
former Ivory Coast president Laurent Gbagbo was 
cleared of crimes against humanity, while former DR 
Congo vice-president Jean-Pierre Bemba was acquit-
ted on appeal. Kenya’s Kenyatta also saw charges of 
crimes against humanity over electoral bloodshed 
dropped by Bensouda. 

But Bensouda has recently secured high-profile 
convictions against Ugandan child soldier-turned-
Lord’s Resistance Army commander Dominic Ongwen 
and Congolese warlord Bosco “Terminator” Ntaganda. 
She has also been credited with improving the prose-
cutor’s office compared with her predecessor Luis 
Moreno-Ocampo, whose leadership was described as 
“autocratic” in a probe ordered by the ICC into the 
Kenyatta case. — AFP 
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3.3 million population are foreigners. Many work 

menial jobs that keep the city humming, but large num-
bers of Arab, European and American residents form 
the middle class. 

After being in Dubai - one of seven emirates com-
prising the United Arab Emirates - for two years, 
Lindsey has resorted to using the popular Tinder dat-
ing app. But she is put off by the frequent ostentatious 
displays of muscular torsos and luxury cars. “It’s possi-
ble that I won’t find anyone in France either, but I think 
there’s a greater chance there,” she said of her home 
nation.  

Clinical psychologist Thoraiya Kanafani said that 
behind the facade of all-day brunches and throbbing 
nightclubs, many of her clients in Dubai suffer from “a 
sense of loneliness”. While other large globalized cities 
such as New York, London and Paris also present diffi-
culties in establishing lasting relationships, she said that 

in Dubai - a temporary stop for many - the situation is 
exacerbated. 

“The perception that Dubai tends to be a transitory 
city plays a big role in people’s unwillingness or diffi-
culty in committing,” Kanafani told AFP, adding that 
heartache can lead to long-term consequences like 
depression, anxiety and substance abuse. Waed, 34, a 
Palestinian design consultant who has lived in Dubai 
her whole life, said she has been unsuccessful in finding 
love after she divorced in 2018. She got married in 
2008, she said, before “trashy expats” started flocking 
to the emirate and people became obsessed with the 
superficiality of luxury living. “Dating in Dubai? If any-
one says it’s good, tell them no,” she told AFP, adding 
that she was able to tolerate Tinder for about four days 
before dumping it. “I’m sure you’ll find some people 
who want to commit, but a lot of them come here for a 
couple of years to make some money, build a career, 
have a good time and then leave.” 

Many of Waed’s friends have left Dubai and found 
love in other countries despite a “very good life in 
DIFC” - a lavish business district full of 
Instagrammable bars and restaurants. “One of them has 
a boyfriend and a dog now, the other one got engaged, 
and another has met someone,” she said, adding they 

Dubai expats  
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