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News in brief
Patient critical after reinfection  
 
PARIS: Doctors in France are treating a critically 
ill patient infected with the South African coron-
avirus variant, four months after he recovered 
from COVID-19, in the first case of its kind. The 
58-year-old man had a history of asthma and ini-
tially tested positive for COVID-19 in September, 
but tested negative twice in Dec 2020. However, 
he was admitted to hospital in January and diag-
nosed with the South African variant. He is cur-
rently on a ventilator. — AFP 

Saudi foils new Houthi strike  
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia said it foiled a Houthi 
drone attack on a southern airport yesterday just 
days before the new US administration is to stop 
designating the Yemeni rebels as a “terror” group. 
Saudi air defenses “intercepted and destroyed a 
drone rigged with explosives which had been 
launched by the Houthis against Abha airport,” the 
Saudi-led coalition fighting the rebels said in a 
statement quoted by state television. — AFP 

Biden wants to close Gitmo  
 
WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden 
wants to close the Guantanamo Bay prison for 
terror suspects before the end of his term, the 
White House said Friday. Asked at a press con-
ference about a possible closure of the prison in 
Cuba during Biden’s tenure, spokeswoman Jen 
Psaki said, “That certainly is our goal and our 
intention.” — AFP 

Rouhani warns of ‘fourth wave’ 
 
TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani 
warned yesterday of a COVID-19 “fourth wave” 
as cases rise in certain areas of the country 
hardest hit by the pandemic. “This is a warning 
for all of us,” Rouhani said in televised remarks. 
He said some cities in the southwestern province 
of Khuzestan were now “red” - the highest on 
Iran’s color-coded risk level - after weeks of low 
alert levels across the country.— AFP 

For local hotels, institutional  
quarantine welcome respite

Package rates seen as satisfactory • Lab employee arrested for forging PCR tests
By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: After deciding to impose institutional 
quarantine for all passengers arriving to Kuwait 
from Feb 21, Kuwait Hotel Owners Association 
(KHOA) announced the prices for each hotel cate-
gory. The rates were set as a package for six nights 
and seven days. For three-star hotels, the room rate 
will be KD 20 per night for a standard single room 
and KD 30 for a double room with breakfast and 
airport transfer. So the package will cost KD 120 
for a single room and KD 180 for a double room, 
while the meal rate (lunch or dinner) will be KD 6. 

For four-star hotels, the room rate will be KD 30 
per night for a standard single room and KD 40 for 
a double room with breakfast and airport transfer. 
So the package will cost KD 180 for a single room 
and KD 240 for a double room, while the meal rate 
(lunch or dinner) will be KD 8. For five-star hotels, 
the room rate will be KD 45 per night for a stan-
dard single room and KD 55 for a double room 
with breakfast and airport transfer. So the package 
will cost KD 270 for a single room and KD 330 for 
a double room, while the meal rate (lunch or dinner) 
will be KD 10. 

Kuwait Times spoke with officials of five-star, 
four-star and three-star hotels to gauge their reac-
tions to this decision. Wassim Mahdi, Director-

Business Development Corporate Accounts of Safir 
Hotels and Resorts, welcomed this decision for 
hotels in this difficult time of the coronavirus pan-
demic. “All businesses were hit by the pandemic, 
and hotels were one of the most affected. We really 
needed this initiative to slightly get back to normal 
after the great losses we are facing since almost a 
year. I think that the prices of the packages are 
suitable,” he told Kuwait Times. 

KHOA will hold a meeting with hotel represen-
tatives tomorrow to discuss security and other 
issues in detail. “We still haven’t discussed the 
organization of guests at the hotel, but this will 
be clear after the meeting with KHOA. The hotel 
has three buildings, so maybe we will set one or 
more buildings for the quarantine. Or maybe we 
can designate some floors for the quarantine,” 
added Mahdi. 

Hakan Gencer, General Manager of Swiss-
Belboutique Hotel, also welcomed this decision, 
noting that under the current circumstances, this is 
an important step. “Our current occupancy rate is 
only between 15 to 20 percent. Our sector has been 
suffering for over a year, and I think this is a great 
opportunity for hotels. Even if we don’t receive the 
usual room rate, it’s still better than nothing,” he 
pointed out.   
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KUWAIT: A vendor arranges stuffed toys outside a shop in Salmiya on the eve of Valentine’s Day 
yesterday. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

PARIS: A medical worker uses a swab to perform a diagnostic PCR test on an 
arriving passenger at a testing booth at Roissy-Charles de Gaulle Airport 
yesterday. — AFP 

DUBAI: In this photo taken on Jan 14, 2021, a woman looks at a view of Marina 
Beach. — AFP 

STOCKHOLM: The head of the EU’s 
disease control agency warned Friday 
that the novel coronavirus could last 
indefinitely even as global infections 
slowed by nearly half in the last month 
and vaccine rollouts gathered pace in 
parts of the world. In an interview with 
AFP, ECDC chief Andrea Ammon 
urged European countries in particular 
not to drop their guard against a virus 
that “seems very well adapted to 
humans” and may require experts to 
tweak vaccines over time, as is the 
case with the seasonal flu. 

“So we should be prepared that it 
will remain with us,” according to 
Ammon, head of the Stockholm-based 
European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control. After the latest 
harsh wave of a pandemic that started 
in China more than a year ago, glim-
mers of hope flickered as an AFP data-
base showed the rate of new COVID-
19 infections has slowed by 44.5 per-
cent worldwide over the past month. 
More than 107 million people have 
been infected worldwide and nearly 2.4 
million have died from COVID-19. 

But disease experts warned that 
vaccines won’t end the pandemic 
unless all countries receive doses in a 
fast and fair manner. Writing in an 
open letter published in the Lancet 
medical journal, the authors said with 
vaccine stockpiling in wealthier 

Continued on Page 2 

Virus ‘here to  
stay’ despite  
vaccinations

UNITED NATIONS: British human rights 
lawyer Karim Khan was elected Friday as the 
new prosecutor of the International Criminal 

Court, a politically daunting position whose 
incumbent was slapped with US sanctions. 
Khan, 50, previously led a special UN probe 
into crimes by the Islamic State extremist 
group in which he pressed for a trial on the 
lines of Nuremberg for Nazi war criminals. 
More controversially, he also represented late 
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi’s son Seif 
al-Islam. 

Khan will be only the third prosecutor of 
the ICC, taking over in June from Gambian-

born Fatou Bensouda, who has outraged 
Washington through her investigations into 
the Afghanistan war and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. ICC nations failed to 
reach a consensus choice, triggering a vote in 
New York among four candidates in which 
Khan won on the second ballot with 72 votes. 

In the first round, he did not win a majori-
ty but narrowly edged out Ireland’s Fergal 
Gaynor, who has represented victims before  
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UK lawyer wins  
daunting job of  
ICC prosecutor

 Karim Khan

DUBAI: In Dubai, known for its luxu-
ry haunts and parties, Lindsey knows 
she has reasons to be happy. But like 
many young expatriates, she’s sure 
her quest for a partner will force her 
to leave. “Even if I had the best job, I 
wouldn’t stay,” said the curly-haired 
32-year-old French teacher who is 

keen on starting a family. “I have 
friends who have been here for years 
and all are single,” Lindsey said as she 
ate sushi just ahead of Valentine’s Day 
on a restaurant terrace at the foot of 
the sprawling Dubai Mall. “Even if I’m 
having fun, have friends and am not 
alone, I’m wasting my time.” 

With little of the oil wealth of its 
sister emirate Abu Dhabi, Dubai has 
built its economy with the help of 
legions of expatriates, who work in 
sectors including finance, communica-
tions, technology and hospitality. 
More than 90 percent of the emirate’s  
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Dubai expats  
struggle to  
find love 


