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LONDON: Everton upped the pressure on Jose
Mourinho with a thrilling 5-4 victory over Totten-
ham after extra-time to reach the FA Cup quar-
ter-finals, as Manchester City eased into the last
eight by beating Swansea on Wednesday. Totten-
ham face a daunting trip to City in the Premier
League on Saturday and defeat after a draining
120 minutes was the last thing Mourinho wanted.

Spurs have lost four of their last five games
and one of three chances to end the club’s 13-
year wait to win a trophy in cup competitions is
now gone. “Attacking football only wins matches
when you don’t make more defensive mistakes
than you create,” said Mourinho, who once de-
scribed a 5-4 result as a “hockey score”. “It was
the mouse and the cat. The mouse was our de-
fensive mistakes and the cat was us playing very
well, scoring goals, but it wasn’t enough.”

Mourinho’s men made a bright start at Good-
ison Park as Davinson Sanchez headed them into
the lead after just three minutes. However, the
defensive errors that have cost Tottenham dear
in recent months were in evidence as Everton
struck three times in seven minutes just before
half-time through Dominic Calvert-Lewin,
Richarlison and Gylfi Sigurdsson’s penalty.

Erik Lamela reduced Spurs’ deficit in first-
half stoppage time before another rare goal for

Sanchez made it 3-3. Richarlison then smashed
home from a narrow angle to restore Everton’s
lead. Mourinho had left Harry Kane on the bench
from the start to ease his return from an ankle
injury. But the England captain ended up playing
for over an hour and met Son Heung-min’s cross
at the back post with bullet header seven min-
utes from time to send the game into extra-time.

Bernard’s brilliant finish from Sigurdsson’s
scooped pass proved a fitting winner to a pul-
sating tie to keep alive the Toffees’ chances of a
first trophy since 1995. “It was a long night for
everybody, but we came out on top which is the
main thing,” said Everton assistant manager
Duncan Ferguson.

City’s record-breaking run 
The defending from both sides will encour-

age City, who also face Everton in the Premier
League next Wednesday, after they broke the
English football record for consecutive wins by
a top-flight club. Kyle Walker, Raheem Sterling
and Gabriel Jesus were on target for City, who
extended their winning run in all competitions
to 15 games with a 3-1 success over Swansea.
Victory was also Pep Guardiola’s 200th in 268
games as City boss, with his side still on course
for a historic quadruple of trophies.

Guardiola’s men hold a five-point lead with
a game in hand at the top of the Premier
League, face Tottenham in the League Cup
final in April and resume their challenge to win
a first Champions League in the last 16 against
Borussia Monchengladbach later this month. “It

is amazing for ourselves, we cannot deny how
pleased and proud we are to break this
record,” said Guardiola. “Records are there to
be broken, but they have to do well (to beat it).
“It is not easy in the modern era to make 15
wins in a row.” —AFP

Everton edge 9-goal Tottenham 
thriller, City cruise into quarters

LIVERPOOL: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane takes a free kick during the English FA Cup fifth
round football match between Everton and Tottenham Hotspur at Goodison Park on Wednesday. —AFP 

Neymar walks off 
during PSG win 
with ‘thigh pain’
PARIS: Neymar walked off the pitch without waiting to
be substituted after being on the receiving end of a series
of fouls during Paris Saint-Germain’s 1-0 French Cup win
at second-tier Caen on Wednesday, with coach Mauricio
Pochettino saying he had “pain in his thigh”. The Brazil
attacker, captaining PSG with Marquinhos and Presnel
Kimpembe absent, was fouled twice in the space of three
minutes. He was visibly upset after the second foul, by
Steeve Yago, exchanging words with the Caen player.

As the game resumed, Neymar continued to com-
plain before walking down the tunnel to the dressing
room in the 57th minute. The world’s most expensive
player was replaced three minutes later by Kylian
Mbappe. “He has pain in his thigh, we will see tomorrow
(Thursday) if it’s an injury or not,” said Pochettino. “We
will see tomorrow after the scans. “I don’t want to talk
about the opponents’ way of playing. But during the
match, there is a feeling of having little protection. But it’s
not only in this match.”

Neymar, although appearing to be moving quite
comfortable, was grimacing while holding his thigh. Nev-
ertheless, PSG will be worried, with their Champions
League last-16 first leg against Barcelona at the Camp
Nou on Tuesday. But Pochettino defended his decision
to name a strong starting XI which included Neymar de-
spite the forward only featuring as a substitute against
Marseille on Sunday due to a stomach problem.

“Every game is important. I believe that PSG must
win every game,” said the Argentinian, who took over

from the sacked Thomas Tuchel last month. “If we had
lost, you would have criticised me for not having given
importance to the French Cup. We make the decisions,
we analyse, we try to find the best team.”

The holders did enough to win despite finishing the
game without their stand-in skipper, as Moise Kean’s
49th-minute goal, assisted by Neymar, proved to be the
winner. PSG were never in serious trouble as they moved
into the last 32.

Marseille grab ‘welcome’ win 
Earlier on Wednesday, crisis-hit Marseille eased to a

“welcome” first victory since suspending coach Andre
Villas-Boas by beating second-tier Auxerre 2-0. Ar-
gentina striker Dario Benedetto, with his just his fifth goal
in 29 games this season, and Ahmadou Dieng found the
net for Marseille. “Qualification is welcome in the period
that we are going through, we are in a tough place,” said
stand-in coach Nasser Larguet. —AFP

Sevilla double leaves 
Barca with mountain to 
climb in Copa del Rey
MADRID: Barcelona’s hopes of winning the Copa del
Rey this season were left hanging by a thread on
Wednesday after Sevilla won the first leg of their semi-
final 2-0. Jules Kounde furthered his growing reputation
as one of the world’s most exciting central defenders by
scoring a stunning goal at the Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan
before Ivan Rakitic came back to haunt his former club
by adding a second late on.

The 22-year-old Kounde dribbled past three Barca
defenders and shot into the corner while Rakitic’s strike
turned a setback for Ronald Koeman’s side into what now
looks like a formidable challenge to make the final. The
winner will meet either Athletic Bilbao or Levante, who
play the first leg of their semi on Thursday, in the final.

“The result is a bit unfair, the reward feels too much
for them,” said Koeman. “The return will be complicated
at 2-0 but we have had chances and we have to keep
going. At home, this team is capable of anything.” Koe-
man had described the cup as Barcelona’s “shortest
route” to a trophy this term and the sight of Kounde
ghosting through his defence hardly inspires confidence
ahead of next week’s meeting with Paris Saint-Germain.

Barca face PSG at Camp Nou in the first leg of the
Champions League last 16 on Tuesday. Yet all is not
lost in the cup. Although Koeman fielded his best avail-
able XI, after resting players against Real Betis in La
Liga last weekend, he will also hope to have injured
defenders available again for the return game at Camp
Nou on March 3.

With Ronald Araujo and Gerard Pique out, Koeman

played a patched-up back four of Jordi Alba at left-back,
the left-footed Junior Firpo at right-back, right-back
Oscar Mingueza at centre-back, alongside Samuel
Umtiti, who is still regaining sharpness after a string of
injuries.

Sevilla have ‘hardest half’ to come 
“We are halfway through the tie with the hardest

half to come,” said Sevilla coach Julen Lopetegui. Li-
onel Messi was quiet but forced a decent save from
Bono early on after a superb pass by Antoine Griez-
mann, with Sevilla the better side in the first half and
deserving their goal. Kounde carried the ball out from
deep in his own half and bounced the ball off Suso be-
fore advancing into Barcelona’s defensive third. He
ghosted past Griezmann, darted inside Sergio Bus-
quets and with Alba dragged left, nicked it around the
legs of Umtiti before driving into the far corner to com-
plete a stunning individual effort. —AFP

SEVILLE: Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi
challenges Sevilla’s Brazilian midfielder Fernando Reges
during the Spanish Copa del Rey semifinal first leg at the
Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan stadium on Wednesday. —AFP

CAEN, France: Caen’s midfielder Johann Lepenant (left)
fights for the ball with Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian
forward Neymar at the Michel-d’Ornano Stadium on
Wednesday. —AFP 


