
Friday, February 12, 2021S p o r t s

Friday 37

TOKYO: Tokyo Olympics chief Yoshiro Mori is to
resign after he sparked outrage in Japan and abroad
by claiming that women talk too much in meetings,
reports said yesterday. The decision comes after a
barrage of criticism from politicians to sports stars
and is the latest headache for organizers as they bat-
tle public disquiet over plans to hold the Games this
summer despite the pandemic.

Multiple Japanese media outlets, citing anony-
mous sources, said the 83-year-old has told officials
he wishes to step down and would announce his
resignation at a meeting of Games organizers today.
His most likely successor is Saburo Kawabuchi, an
84-year-old long-time sports administrator, local
media reported.

Mori, a former prime minister, has come under in-
creasing pressure since remarks he made last week
to members of the Japanese Olympic Committee.
“When you increase the number of female executive
members, if their speaking time isn’t restricted to a
certain extent, they have difficulty finishing, which is
annoying,” he said.

He apologized for the sexist remarks, while insist-
ing he was repeating complaints made by others, but
then dug a deeper hole when he explained that he
“doesn’t speak to women much”. Public broadcaster
NHK and other media said Mori met Kawabuchi
Thursday to ask him to take on the role of president.

Kawabuchi, who currently serves in the symbolic
role of Olympic Village mayor, reportedly accepted
Mori’s request. “If I am elected as president, I will
make utmost efforts” in the role, NHK quoted him as
saying after the talks. In footage broadcast by Nip-
pon TV, he said he would strive to do his “best in
holding the Games”. A former footballer, Kawabuchi
played a large part in popularizing the game in Japan
in the 1990s. He played for Japan when the country
last hosted the Olympics in 1964, scoring a goal
against Argentina.

‘Completely inappropriate’ 
Mori’s resignation would cap more than a week

of controversy about his remarks. Tokyo 2020, which
did not immediately respond to a request for com-
ment on the resignation reports, will hold a special
meeting tomorrow of its council and executive board.
The meeting was called to allow officials to “express
their opinions” on Mori’s remarks and discuss “future
gender equality initiatives of the Tokyo 2020 organ-
izing committee”, organizers said.

Having initially said it considered the matter
closed with Mori’s apology, the International
Olympic Committee branded his remarks “com-
pletely inappropriate” as the backlash grew. An on-
line campaign calling for action against Mori has
attracted more than 146,000 signatures, while tennis

superstar Naomi Osaka slammed his comments as
“ignorant”. Since Mori’s remarks, around 400
Olympic and Paralympic volunteers have quit, ac-
cording to Tokyo 2020, which has said the number
includes withdrawals for all reasons. A total of
80,000 volunteers from Japan and overseas have

been recruited for this summer’s virus-postponed
Games. Games sponsor Toyota on Wednesday issued
a statement by its president Akio Toyoda saying: “It’s
very regrettable that the comments made by the
leader of the organizing committee differ from the
values that Toyota holds.” —AFP
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TOKYO: This file photo taken on July 24, 2019 shows president of Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games organizing com-
mittee Yoshiro Mori delivering a speech. —AFP 

Marchand scores 
on breakaway to 
lift Bruins to win 
LOS ANGELES: Brad Marchand scored 36 seconds into
overtime and Tuukka Rask made 33 saves as the Boston
Bruins edged the New York Rangers 3-2 at Madison
Square Garden on Wednesday. Marchand scored on a
breakaway after taking a long pass from defenceman
Charlie McAvoy for the game winner in the opening
game of a two-game series between the two Eastern Di-
vision NHL clubs.

“That was a real good play by our defense,” said
coach Bruce Cassidy of the Bruins, who have won four
straight and eight of their last nine games. Anders Bjork
and Chris Wagner, with a shorthanded goal, also scored
for the Bruins. Finland’s Rask made several clutch stops
throughout the game, but also had a momentary lapse of
concentration at the end of the third period which could
have easily cost them the victory.

With the scored tied 2-2 in the final moments, Rask
started skating to the Bruins’ bench, signalling that he ei-
ther thought there was a delayed penalty or that his team
was down by a goal and needed an extra attacker on the
ice. Rask made it all the way to the front of the bench be-
fore his teammates frantically waved him back into the
empty net to finish the third and set the stage for the brief
but action-packed overtime.

Cassidy said immediately after the game that he
hadn’t had a chance to talk to Rask so didn’t know
what he was thinking but was just happy they came
out with the victory. “You think he would have access
to the scoreboard. But at the end of the day we got it

squared away,” Cassidy said.
The winning goal came quick and followed a scoring

chance by the Rangers at the other end of the ice. New
York had a two-on-one break but McAvoy intercepted
the cross-ice pass and banked the puck off the boards
to Marchand who skated in alone and shot it off the post
past goaltender Alexandar Georgiev.

Georgiev, who finished with 29 saves, was starting his
first game since an altercation with former teammate
Tony DeAngelo that led to DeAngelo being cut from the
team and put on waivers. The Rangers also got goals
from 23-year-old Julien Gauthier, with his first NHL goal
in the opening period, and Kevin Rooney in the third pe-
riod to tie it 2-2.

Bruins forward Jake DeBrusk appeared to score a
goal early in the third putting it in off the crossbar. But
after a video review the officials ruled the puck hit the
crossbar and came straight down onto the goal line but
did not cross over it before bouncing away. —AFP

Gut-Behrami kicks 
off ski world champs 
with super-G victory
CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, Italy:  Switzerland’s Lara Gut-
Behrami landed the first gold of the world ski champi-
onships in Cortina d’Ampezzo, storming to an emphatic
win in the women’s super-G yesterday, while Mikaela
Shiffrin claimed bronze. Gut-Behrami, who previously
won world silver (2013) and bronze (2017) in the super-
G, laid down a near-perfect run to clock 1min 25.51sec on
the 2.15km-long Olympic delle Tofane course.

Corinne Suter made it a Swiss 1-2, finishing 0.34sec
off the leading pace, while defending world champion
Shiffrin paid the price for a mistake heading into the final
third of the unforgiving course. Shiffrin skidded wide on
one turn and saw her intermediate leads disappear, even-
tually finishing third, at 0.47sec, for her eighth world
championship medal to draw level with now-retired for-
mer teammate Lindsey Vonn.

Reigning Olympic champion Ester Ledecka, the
Czech code-hopper from parallel snowboarding, came in
fourth at 0.54sec in front of empty stands, fans banned
from attending the world champs because of the Covid-
19 pandemic. In cold conditions, the picturesque course
was bathed in brilliant sunshine after heavy snow and fog
had caused the rescheduling of events earlier in the week.

Starting with bib number seven, three behind Shiffrin
and two behind Suter, Gut-Behrami attacked from the
start hut. With her distinctive low crouch, the 29-year-old
kept her form to streak across the finish line for her first
world gold, becoming the first Swiss racer to claim world
super-G gold since Maria Walliser won the title in 1987.

She also equaled Italian Isolde Kostner and the American
duo of Vonn and Julia Mancuso on a record three world
championship medals in the discipline.

No destiny calling 
Shiffrin, who had just four days of super-G training

before the race, said she was “super-pleased” with her
result. “I had such a good feeling skiing the hills. I loved it,
it was so much fun!” said the 25-year-old, who spent 300
days away from racing last year following the sudden
death of her father Jeff. “The things I’ve experienced this
year and this day are separate,” she insisted.

“There’ve been some crappy things happening in the
year, but we came out today, it was sunny, I was so look-
ing forward to racing on this track in super-G. “As much
as I’d like to connect it and say it was somehow fate I’d
come to super-G and all these things come together like
some destiny, it’s not.” It was, however, fate that Gut-
Behrami won, Shiffrin said. “Everybody thought Lara
would win gold today,” the American said. “The gold
medal went to who it was supposed to go to.” —AFP

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, Italy: Swiss Lara Gut-Behrami com-
petes in the Women’s Super G event yesterday during the
FIS Alpine World Ski Championships. —AFP

NEW YORK: Chris Kreider #20 of the New York Rangers
falls over Tuukka Rask #40 of the Boston Bruins dur-
ing the third period at Madison Square Garden on
Wednesday.  —AFP


