
No kidding: Video
calls with goats
boost British farm

ABritish farmer came up with a jokey
idea to rent out her goats to liven up
video call meetings-and found an

unexpected source of lockdown income. The
floppy-eared goats glance curiously as
farmer Dot McCarthy holds up a mobile
phone to film them eating hay and prancing
around in a barn.  The video of the goats
appears on a Zoom call as three other par-
ticipants smile and McCarthy tells them the
goats’ names. Meanwhile, a farm employee
is filming another goat in a simultaneous call.
Cronkshaw Fold Farm in Lancashire, north-
western England, offers a five-minute
appearance by a goat on any video-calling
platform for £5 (nearly $7, 6 euros). 

Customers have their choice of seven dif-
ferent goats on the farm’s website, from

“highest-ranking nanny” Margaret to cute
brown-and-white kid Lulu. “Say you’re doing
a video call with work or whatever, or maybe
a really long family call and it’s getting a bit
boring,” McCarthy says. “You can book a
goat to join you in the meeting and just see if
any of your colleagues notice.” And business
is thriving, the 32-year-old farmer says. “This
started as a joke-putting goats on video calls
to prank people in their work routines-and it’s
just gone a bit crackers, really.”

Since it started offering the service nearly

a year ago, the farm has earned £50,000
pounds, “which is crazy”, she adds. The
small family farm also has sheep and chick-
ens. Before Covid hit, it had diversified with
various side businesses such as conducting
farm tours and sheepdog demonstrations,
providing guest rooms and even goat yoga.
But when the first lockdown hit, McCarthy
faced letting go two part-time staff she had
recently hired. The popularity of the goats
on Zoom has allowed them to keep their
jobs and also provide additional work for the

local community, important in a rural area,
she says.

At the same time she is not giddy over the
success of what she calls the “goat video call
wave”. “I’ve been saying this since the first
lockdown, but I definitely think this is just a
phase,” she says, laughing. “But yeah, we’ll
keep going-as long as people want goats,
we will bring goats to the people.”— AFP
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Farmer Dot McCarthy films her goats for a Zoom call at Crankshaw Fold Farm, Rossendale, northwest England. — AFP photos

Rocker Bruce Springsteen was arrested
in New Jersey in November on a
charge of driving while intoxicated,

authorities said Wednesday. The “Born To
Run” singer was also cited on November 14,
2020 for reckless driving and consuming
alcohol in a closed area, in New Jersey’s
Gateway National Recreation Area.
“Springsteen was cooperative throughout the
process,” a National Park Service spokesper-
son said.  The 71-year-old rock icon will make
a court appearance by teleconference “prob-
ably toward the end of this month,” according
to the New Jersey US Attorney’s Office.

Following the revelation, carmaker Jeep
pulled a two-minute commercial featuring
Springsteen, which debuted on Sunday dur-
ing the Super Bowl. In the ad, Springsteen is
seen in the US Midwest promising “hope on
the road up ahead” while calling on
Americans to overcome their divisions, one of
the many ads featuring such a message dur-
ing the game.—AFP

The Milan monastery housing Leonardo
da Vinci’s “The Last Supper” has
reopened its doors, bringing delight

and solace to locals who for once can visit
the masterpiece without booking weeks
ahead. “After this terrible pandemic, it
allows me to escape, it lifts my soul, and
lets me feel emotions again,” said Milan res-

ident Alessandria Fabbri, 37, as she
admired the world-famous mural. Painted
on the refectory wall of the Dominican
monastery inside Santa Maria delle Grazie,
The Last Supper attracted more than
445,000 visitors in 2019, lured to Milan for
the 500th anniversary of the death of the
great Renaissance painter and inventor. 

That, of course, was before coron-
avirus struck last year, tourism ground to
a halt and annual revenues of 1.2 million
euros ($1.5 million) fell by 80 percent,
according to the Cenavolo Vinciano
Museum, which operates the site. “There
are no more queues, silence prevails-
optimal conditions to admire this extraor-
dinary masterpiece and escape from the
pandemic,” said Michela Palazzo, the
museum’s director.

‘It’s magical’ 
The work-described by the 16th century

painter and art historian Giorgio Vasari as “a
beautiful and marvelous thing”-portrays
Christ’s last meal with his twelve apostles,
capturing the moment when he predicts
Judas’ upcoming betrayal.  Working
between 1494 and 1498, Da Vinci
eschewed the traditional technique for fres-
coes, in which water-based paint is quickly
applied to wet plaster, which binds the col-
ors on drying.  Instead, his experiment using
oil and tempera paint on top of a dry foun-
dation achieved a brilliant lustre, but it soon
began flaking and showing signs of damp.  

The Cenavolo Vinciano reopened its
doors on Tuesday after being closed since
November, when Italy began new restric-
tions to counter a second wave of the virus.
Like many other museums allowed to
reopen from Mondays through Fridays, the
Cenavolo Vinciano is now betting on local
tourism for the immediate future.  Palazzo
said she hopes to attract Milanese normally
put off by crowds of international tourists-
mostly Americans, Chinese and Koreans in
recent years.  “The monastery is part of their
culture, their history,” she said. 

Now, small groups limited to 12 people
take turns every 15 minutes to study what is
one of Da Vinci’s most recognizable works,
along with the Mona Lisa, hung in the
Louvre in Paris. One visitor, Anna
Oganisyan, came with her daughter, hoping
to be almost alone to admire Da Vinci’s
work. “It’s the most beautiful work of art I’ve
ever seen in my life,” she said, after buying
a ticket at the last minute-an option unimag-
inable before the pandemic. “A mixture of
art and spirituality, it’s magical.”— AFPVisitor watch “The Last Supper” (Il Cenacolo or L’Ultima Cena), Italian artist Leonardo da Vinci’s late

15th-century mural painting housed by the refectory of the Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie in
Milan. — AFP 
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