
YANGON: Anti-coup protesters yesterday took to the streets of
Myanmar for a sixth consecutive day, after US President Joe Biden
announced sanctions against the Southeast Asian nation’s generals
and demanded they relinquish power.

There has been an outpouring of anger and defiance since the mil-
itary ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi last week and detained
her along with other senior figures of her National League for
Democracy party. Security forces have used tear gas, water cannon
and rubber bullets against the protesters, with isolated reports of live
rounds also being fired. Police also ramped up their harassment of
the NLD with a raid on its headquarters.

But demonstrators again marched peacefully yesterday in
Naypyidaw-the capital and military stronghold-as well as Yangon,
the largest city and commercial hub, which saw tens of thousands
flood into the streets. “Don’t go to the office,” chanted a group of
protesters outside Myanmar’s central bank in Yangon, part of an ef-
fort urging civil servants and people in other industries to boycott
work and put pressure on the junta. “We aren’t doing this for a week
or a month-we are determined to do this until the end when (Suu Kyi)
and President U Win Myint are released,” one protesting bank em-
ployee told AFP.

Joining the protest were dozens from the ethnic Karen, Rakhine
and Kachin minority groups, who marched down Yangon’s main
Myaynigone junction. “Our ethnic armed groups and ethnic people

have to join together to fight against the military dictatorship,” Saw
Z Net, an ethnic Karen protester and sound engineer, told AFP.

There are more than 130 ethnic minority groups across Myanmar,
some of whom have been forced to flee their homes due to clashes
between the military and ethnic armed groups, who agitate for au-
tonomy in various states. Fresh rallies also cropped up in the cities of
Dawei and Mandalay, with protesters carrying signs that said “Re-
store our Democracy!” and “We condemn the military coup”.

In the ancient city of Bagan, a UNESCO heritage site, hundreds
of protesters dressed in traditional outfits marched between the tem-
ples and pagodas, hoisted painted portraits of Suu Kyi in the air and
called for the military to “Free our leader”.

US sanctions 
Western nations have repeatedly denounced the coup, with the

United States leading calls for the generals to relinquish power. In the
most significant concrete action to pressure the junta, Biden an-
nounced Wednesday that his administration was cutting off the gen-
erals’ access to $1 billion in funds in the United States.

“I again call on the Burmese military to immediately release dem-
ocratic political leaders and activists,” Biden said, as he flagged fur-
ther sanctions. “The military must relinquish power.”

European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell has also warned
the bloc could impose fresh sanctions on Myanmar’s military.

Crackdown deepens 
There were more reports of arrests yesterday, including the

deputy speaker of the parliament’s lower house and a key aide to Suu
Kyi, taking the number of coup-linked detentions to more than 200,
according to monitor Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

The military justified last week’s power grab by claiming wide-
spread voter fraud in November’s polls, which saw a landslide for Suu
Kyi’s party. It quickly moved to stack courts and political offices with
loyalists as it ended a decade of civilian rule. Fears are growing over
how long the junta will tolerate the protests. Live rounds were fired
at a rally in Naypyidaw this week, critically wounding two people-
including a woman who was shot in the head. Images depicting the
woman have been shared widely online alongside expressions of
grief and fury. The military’s clampdown on information using in-
ternet blackouts-with tech companies ordered to cut communica-
tions intermittently-has drawn widespread condemnation. Concern
was also building yesterday that the junta was planning to impose
a much harsher and sustained internet crackdown. Tech-focused
Myanmar civil society organization MIDO tweeted that a draft cy-
bersecurity bill had been sent to telecom companies, which would
allow the military to order blackouts and website bans.—AFP 
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Security forces use tear gas, water cannon and rubber bullets against protesters

China donates 100,000
doses to Equatorial Guinea
MALABO, Equatorial Guinea: The West African state of Equatorial
Guinea said yesterday that China had donated 100,000 doses of
Sinopharm vaccine to help it launch a COVID immunization cam-
paign. The vaccines were ceremonially handed over at Malabo airport
on Wednesday to Vice President Teodoro Nguema Obiang Mangue,
the son of head of state Teodoro Obiang Nguema, the presidency
said on its website. On Tuesday, Equatorial Guinea, an oil-rich but
widely impoverished nation of 1.3 million people, declared a nightly
curfew and reimposed restrictions that had been lifted against the
coronavirus.

The Chinese vaccines will be used to provide two doses to

50,000 people in the front line of the pandemic-health workers, peo-
ple with serious underlying illnesses and border officials, the presi-
dency said in its statement. State television TVGE said the president’s
son, who is also chairman of the National Committee to Fight Covid-
19, would be the first person in Equatorial Guinea to receive the vac-
cine, yesterday evening. The tiny state has been ruled by Obiang, 78,
for the past 41 years and his son is widely considered to be lined up
as his successor. It has officially recorded 5,614 cases of coronavirus,
of which 87 have been fatal.

According to official figures reported on state TV, there were
fewer than 15 cases per week towards the end of 2020, compared
with more than 50 per week currently. Sinopharm, in an announce-
ment on December 31, said its vaccine was 79 percent effective. The
figure is lower than the 95 and 94 percent effectiveness of the Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna vaccines. However, these have to be kept at
very low temperatures, which crimps their use in hot, poor countries
where extreme refrigeration is impractical. — AFP

YANGON: People give a three-finger salute after calls for protest went out on social
media in Yangon yesterday as Myanmar’s ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi was
formally charged on Wednesday two days after she was detained in a military
coup. — AFP

HONG KONG: People walk through a flower market in Hong Kong yesterday ahead
of the start of the Lunar New Year, which ushers in the Year of the Ox today. — AFP

Chinese migrants 
torn over staying 
put for Lunar New Year
BEIJING: China’s migrant workers face a difficult choice this Lunar
New Year holiday: long journeys home fraught with coronavirus re-
strictions, or financial incentives enticing them to stay put. Normally,
the festival period starts with the world’s biggest annual human mi-
gration as hundreds of millions of China’s workers undertake a pil-
grimage back home from industrial zones and big cities.

This year, the government is walking a tightrope between control-
ling the pandemic and boosting the economy. Carrot-and-stick tac-
tics are being used to encourage workers not to travel, including
offers of free phone data and online films, versus requirements for
virus tests and quarantine.

“To go home, I need to do a nucleic acid test and get a certificate,
which is very inconvenient,” said Hou Sibai, a Gansu native working
as a delivery driver in Beijing. By contrast, some 40 million yuan ($6.2
million) in coupons is being given out to residents in the capital who
“answer the government’s call to stay put”, reported state media.

The incentives appear to be working. Trips taken on January 28
— the first day of the official, 40-day peak travel period-plummeted
74 percent on last year, said state broadcaster CCTV.

Beijing’s transport committee said air and rail travel was down
more than 80 percent, while road traffic dropped by nearly a third.
Train stations across the city were emptier than usual for this time of
year, with rows of empty seats on the concourse and no queues at
the ticket machines.

Returning home 
In the days before the holiday, China’s domestic Covid-19 cases

dropped to zero, giving some travellers more confidence. Li Xinjun,
a 50-year-old housekeeper, was heading to Hebei to see her son and
his family. “Because of the epidemic (last year), I didn’t take a break,”
she told AFP from outside Beijing Railway Station. “My clients work
in the hospital and because of the epidemic, they didn’t take leave, so
I didn’t go home either.” “I haven’t been home to see my children for
a long time.” A recorded message at the station reminded travellers
to lower face masks for a facial recognition check on their way in, and
to keep one meter (three feet) apart. One man, who only gave his sur-
name Liu, told AFP he decided to see his elderly parents in northern
Shanxi province, but the rules mean they can’t gather with any other
relatives.—AFP


