
Tuesday, February 9, 2021

15
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

Qatar says 2022
World Cup to be
played in full stadiums
DOHA: The Qatari 2022 World Cup organiz-
ers have insisted that matches will be staged
in stadiums operating at 100 percent of
capacity even as the global fight against
coronavirus drags on. In Tokyo, organizers of
this year’s rescheduled Olympics have insist-
ed their tournament will go ahead, but infec-
tious diseases experts question the safety of
hosting it before the virus is comprehensively
defeated and speculation is rife that they
could be called off.

If the Olympics fall, the 2022 World Cup
being staged in the Middle East for the first
time would be the next major global sporting
event to face scrutiny of its virus strategy
and safety plans. “Qatar started this matter
gradually by hosting matches for the AFC
Champions League without fans,” said Yasir
Al-Jamal, chairman of the Operations Office
of Qatar’s Supreme Committee charged with
organizing the 2022 tournament.

“Then in December, capacity was raised to
30 percent which was followed by the Club
World Cup at the same percentage... then
reaching the 2022 World Cup with crowds of
100 percent,” he told AFP on Sunday. Qatar
is currently hosting the Club World Cup of
regional champions as the country sees a
spike in coronavirus cases and hospital
admissions. 

Local authorities have taken a swathe of
measures including banning travelling fans
from outside the country. New cases over the
past week jumped by a fifth compared to the
week before, according to official data, while
hospital admissions due to COVID-19 are up
85 percent in the past month, the health min-
istry said.

“There is confidence in the measures that
are taken in the stadiums and the metro net-
work and in the means of entry and exit to
preserve the safety of everyone,” Jamal said.
Qatar officially cut the maximum capacity
permitted capacity at  open air  footbal l
grounds to 20 percent ahead of the Club
tournament but the competition was permit-
ted to continue with maximum 30-percent
attendance.

“We have put in place several precaution-
ary measures to ensure that 30 percent is
appropriate,” Jamal said. Matches are being
played at two stadiums which will also host
World Cup games next year. Qatar has so far
inaugurated three new grounds and opened
one refurbished venue with four yet to be
opened.

Two of the as-yet unopened stadiums, Al
Thumama and Ras Abu Abboud, could be
used for the 22-nation Arab Cup competition
in December, Jamal said. “It is up to FIFA,
but we hope that the Arab Cup will repre-
sent a golden opportunity to test the two
stadiums,” he said. Jamal denied any stadium
projects had been delayed due to the pan-
demic. —AFP

TAMPA: Tom Brady sealed his place in the pan-
theon of America’s greatest sporting icons on
Sunday, winning a record seventh Super Bowl as
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers routed the Kansas City
Chiefs 31-9. The 43-year-old Brady — who became
the oldest man to play in the Super Bowl — etched
another remarkable chapter in his 21-year career as
the Buccaneers shattered the Chiefs’ dreams of
back-to-back NFL championships.

Brady - who only joined the Buccaneers last year
after two decades with the New England Patriots,
delivered a vintage display with three touchdowns -
21 from 29 completions and no interceptions at
Tampa’s Raymond James Stadium.

“I’m so proud of all these guys,” said Brady,
named Super Bowl Most Valuable Player for the
fifth time. “Everything we dealt with all year ... but
the team had a lot of confidence, we came together
at the right time,” added Brady, who confirmed he
plans to extend his career next season. “We’re com-
ing back. You know that,” Brady said.

It was a miserable night for the Chiefs and quar-
terback Patrick Mahomes, seen by many as the like-
liest pretender to Brady’s throne. Mahomes, 25, was
roughed up repeatedly by a relentless Buccaneers
defense, sacked three times and intercepted twice,
and failed to register a touchdown as the Chiefs’
vaunted offense failed to fire. “Obviously I didn’t
play the way I wanted to play,” said Mahomes.
“We battled to the very end. That’s one thing you
can say.”

Instead the night belonged to the Buccaneers
and Brady, who added another incredible feat to his
extensive catalogue of achievements by leading his
new franchise to the Vince Lombardi trophy after a
tumultuous season played under the shadow of the
COVID-19 pandemic. “I’m not putting any compar-
isons,” Brady said when asked to rank his achieve-
ment. “This team is world champions forever and
you can’t take it away from us.”

Chiefs pay penalty
The expected Super Bowl classic never materi-

alized in front of a reduced capacity crowd of
25,000 fans that included 7,500 vaccinated
healthcare workers invited as guests by the NFL.
The Buccaneers raced into a 21-6 first half lead
with two touchdowns from Brady’s old Patriots
team-mate Rob Gronkwowski and a third from
Antonio Brown.

Running back Leonard Fournette rushed for a
fourth early in the third quarter as the Bucs com-
fortably closed out a win that saw head coach Bruce
Arians become the oldest head coach to win a
Super Bowl. “This really belongs to our coaching
staff and our players,” Arians said afterwards.

The Chiefs were left to rue a disastrously undis-
ciplined first half display that saw them give up
repeated penalties that cost 95 yards. “You just
can’t do the things we did and beat a good football
team like that,” Chiefs head coach Andy Reid said.
“It’s uncharacteristic and it’s too bad it happened
today. It was a bad day to have a bad day.”

The Chiefs were never in the game after taking
the lead with a 49-yard Harrison Butker field goal,
with the Bucs defense pressuring Mahomes from
the outset. The Buccaneers sparked into life on their
third drive, which ended with Brady picking out
Gronkowski to put the Bucs 7-3 up with Ryan
Succop’s extra point.

The Bucs were back in good field position soon
afterwards when a penalty left the Chiefs punting
from close to their own goal-line. The Chiefs looked
to have snaffled an interception off a deflected
Brady pass but again another holding penalty let the
Bucs off the hook.

Defense dominant
It got worse for the Chiefs soon afterwards when

another penalty, this time for an infraction at the line
of scrimmage, turned a Succop field goal attempt

into a Bucs first down. On the next drive, Brady
found Gronkowski in the end zone once more to
make it 14-3. With the Chiefs again settling for a
field goal on their next possession, the Bucs
regained the ball leading 14-6 with a minute
remaining in the half.

Yet again penalties proved to be the Chiefs’
nemesis. A 34-yard pass attempt from Brady to
Evans earned a flag after Bashaud Breeland tripped
Mike Evans. Another holding penalty, this time

against Tyrann Mathieu, left the Buccaneers on the
one-yard line with 13 seconds left.

This time Brady arrowed a bullet pass through a
crowd of defenders to find Brown for a touchdown
and a 21-6 lead. After a Butker field goal made it 21-
9, Fournette plunged the dagger with a 27-yard gal-
lop for a touchdown in the third quarter. Another
Buccaneers field goal from Succop made it 31-9
heading into the fourth quarter, and the game ended
as the Bucs grabbed another interception. —AFP

‘We’re coming back,’ 43-year-old Brady says on future

Brady’s magnificent seven as
Bucs upset Chiefs in Super Bowl

TAMPA: Tom Brady of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers hoists the Vince Lombardi Trophy after winning
Super Bowl LV at Raymond James Stadium on Sunday in Tampa, Florida. —AFP

Brady joins the
immortals after
Super Bowl triumph
LOS ANGELES: If Tom Brady didn’t already occupy
a seat at the top table of North American sport’s
greatest icons, he will now be pulling up a chair. The
43-year-old quarterback authored another implausi-
ble chapter to his age-defying career on Sunday, win-
ning a record seventh Super Bowl as the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers stunned the Kansas City Chiefs 31-9.

It was a victory that elevated Brady alongside
names like Michael Jordan, Wayne Gretzky, Babe
Ruth or Serena Williams — the rare, once-in-a
generation athletes whose achievements are
expected to stretch long into the future. Sunday’s
victory in Tampa saw Brady improve a slew of
records he already owned, putting them even fur-
ther out of reach.

At 43 years and 188 days old, Brady is the oldest
man ever to play in a Super Bowl, let alone win it.
His seventh Super Bowl victory means he has now
won more Vince Lombardi Trophies than every
team in the league. Brady’s fifth Super Bowl Most
Valuable Player award is two more than his nearest
rival, boyhood idol Joe Montana.

And the victory with the Buccaneers means he is
only the second quarterback to take two different
teams to a Super Bowl title. True to form, Brady
brushed off questions about where he ranks
Sunday’s victory in his catalogue of success. “I
haven’t had time to think about that,” Brady said.
“We’ve been blessed. It’s been a great year.”

Other athletes and commentators were in no

doubt about Sunday’s masterpiece, with some
describing it as the greatest achievement of his
career. “It’s unbelievable... it’s unreal,” was the ver-
dict of Williams, speaking after her first round vic-
tory at the Australian Open in Melbourne. “I just
was watching as much as I could,” Williams added.

‘The Greatest’?
Former NFL wide receiver and television pundit

Donte Stallworth compared Brady’s seven champi-
onships to Michael Jordan’s six NBA titles. “So
Jordan has 6 rings, and Brady has 7 rings. Is it now
safe to say that Brady is the GOAT (Greatest of all
Time) of all GOATS?,” Stallworth quipped. NBA
icon LeBron James added on Twitter: “If you know,
you know!! GOAT talk.”

Brady’s win with the Buccaneers came after he
stunned the NFL last March by quitting the New
England Patriots after two decades. While the
Patriots had been the most dominant force in the
league during that time, the Buccaneers had been
one of the weakest teams in the NFL over the previ-
ous decade. 

Brady’s preparations for the season had also
been blown off course by COVID-19, which deci-
mated off-season training last year. “At the age of
43, Tom Brady walked into a season like no other
due to pandemic with new teammates, coaches & in
a new conference... and won his 7th SuperBowl,”
wrote Women’s NBA player Chiney Ogwumike on
Twitter. “He made one of the hardest things for an
athlete to ever do, look easy. GOAT is an under-
statement at this point.”

Buccaneers head coach Bruce Arians meanwhile
said Brady had had a transformative effect on the
franchise. “He’s a winner, man. That’s all you can
say,” Arians told ESPN. “His preparation is unbe-
lievable. His confidence rubs off on the rest of the

team. His leadership is off the charts. He brought a
winning mentality to a really talented team that did-
n’t know how to win.”

Brady’s former New England Patriots team-mate
Julian Edelman speculated the quarterback had
been motivated by talk that the Chiefs’ Patrick
Mahomes was ready to take over Brady’s mantle.
“That’s the ridiculous thing about this whole thing.
He’s gone for 22 years, whatever year he’s on, and
can still be so motivated,” Edelman told NFL
Network. 

“He can be that same guy, every day, coming to
work, motivated. That’s the kind of stuff this guy
eats for breakfast. He loves proving people wrong.
It’s an extraordinary thing, I mean, this guy is 43
years old.” Brady, who earlier in the week said he
could “definitely” see himself playing two more sea-
sons, which would take him up to his 45th birthday,
confirmed he is not going anywhere. “Oh yeah,
we’re coming back,” Brady said. —AFP

Mitchell leads
NBA-best Jazz
over Pacers
WASHINGTON: Donovan Mitchell
scored 27 points, passed off 11 assists
and grabbed nine rebounds to spark
the NBA-best Utah Jazz to their
fourth straight victory on Sunday,
beating Indiana 103-95. Mitchell
matched a career high in assists but
just missed a triple double as Utah
won for the 15th time in 16 games
while the Pacers lost for the fifth time
in six starts.

“My mind wasn’t really on that at
the end of the day,” Mitchell said of a
triple double. “I’m just trying to go
out there and find ways to impact the
game.” The Jazz, who improved to 19-
5 with the road triumph, also had 18
points from Croatian forward Bojan
Bogdanovic, 16 points and 16
rebounds from French center Rudy
Gobert and 17 points off the bench by
guard Jordan Clarkson.

“There were times we were tired,
there were times we had to dig deep
but we did it collectively and I think
that’s the biggest thing,” Mitchell said.
Indiana fell to 12-12 with a third con-
secutive loss despite 20 points by
Lithuanian forward Domantas
Sabonis, who fouled out in the fourth
quarter after hitting only 7-of-19 from

the floor thanks to Gobert’s good
defense. “My goal is to make sure
they don’t score,” Gobert said. “It’s on
me to make sure they take the tough-
est shot possible and if they make it,
they make it.”

De’Aaron Fox scored 36 points
on 15-of-25 shooting to spark the
Sacramento Kings to their fourth
consecutive triumph, a 113-110 road
victory over the Los Angeles
Clippers. Lou Williams and Nicolas
Batum missed tying 3-point
attempts in the dying seconds and
Kings guard Buddy Hield added the
last of his 22 points on two free
throws with 8.3 seconds remaining
to seal the win by Sacramento (12-
11). Williams had 23 points off the
bench to lead the Clippers (17-8)
while Kawhi Leonard had 20 and 10
rebounds.

Miami center Bam Adebayo scored
24 points and pulled down 11
rebounds to lead six double-digit
scorers for the Heat in a 109-103 tri-
umph at New York. Jimmy Butler
added 17 points for Miami (9-14)
despite 3-of-11 shooting, going 11-of-
12 at the free throw line. Julius Randle
had game highs of 26 points and 13
rebounds in a losing cause for the
Knicks (11-14).

Multiple media reports Sunday
said the Detroit Pistons traded veter-
an guard Derrick Rose — second in
scoring among NBA reserves — to
the Knicks, where he will reunite with
coach Tom Thibodeau after the two

were paired previously in Chicago
and Minnesota. The Pistons would
land guard Dennis Smith Jr and a sec-
ond-round pick in this year’s NBA
Draft in return for Rose, who is aver-
aging 14.2 points, 4.2 assists and 1.9
rebounds a game.

Suns win as fans cheer 
Phoenix swingman Mikal Bridges

led a balanced attack with 19 points
and nine rebounds to power the host
Suns over Boston 100-91 for a fifth
win in six games. Devin Booker added
18 points and 11 assists while Bahamas

center DeAndre Ayton netted 16
points and pulled down 11 rebounds
for the Suns (13-9). Jayson Tatum
scored 23 points on 8-of-22 shooting
to lead the Celtics (12-10).

The Suns welcomed spectators to
their game for the first time this sea-
son as 1,500 healthcare workers were
invited to attend under health and
safety guidelines that included social
distancing and face masks. “That’s the
one thing that everybody has missed
is the fans in the building,” Suns
coach Monty Williams said. “It’s just
not the same.” —AFP

INDIANAPOLIS: Donovan Mitchell #45 of the Utah Jazz shoots the ball
against the Indiana Pacers on Sunday at Bankers Life Fieldhouse in
Indianapolis, Indiana. —AFP

TAMPA: Tom Brady #12 of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
celebrates winning Super Bowl LV at Raymond James
Stadium on Sunday in Tampa, Florida. —AFP


