
CAIRO: The Arab League Secretary-General
Ahmad Abul Gheit said that the final resolution of
the Palestinian issue passes through a single path,
which is the two-state solution. In a speech during
the extraordinary session of the Arab Ministerial
Council to support the Palestinian cause yesterday,
Abul Gheit affirmed that the international consen-
sus on the two-state solution must be translated
into a practical move that leads to saving this solu-
tion from continuous Israeli attempts aimed at
undermining and marginalizing it. He also noted
that the settlement activity in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem constitutes a serious obstacle to
the two-state solution, which is illegal activity and
a “violation” of international legitimacy resolu-
tions, foremost of which is Security Council
Resolution No. 2334.

Abul Gheit called on all international parties, led
by the international quartet, to make a real effort
to launch a political process that has a clear time-
line based on the results of previous negotiation
rounds, principles of international law and the
foundations of the Arab Peace Initiative. He
stressed that the Palestinian people have all the
support, respect and appreciation from all Arab
peoples. The Secretary-General also reaffirmed
support for all measures taken by the Palestinian
presidency in order to strengthen the unity of the
Palestinians and restore unity to it through elec-
tions and reconciliation together.

Meanwhile, Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh
Shukry called for safeguarding “the status quo in
the occupied Palestinian territories” and warned
against any “alterations on the ground.” Addressing
the meeting, Shukry stressed on the necessity of

supporting legitimate rights of the Palestinian peo-
ple noting that “just causes never cease to exist.”
Egypt believes in the necessity of respecting the
status quo in Jerusalem and averting any measure
that may aggravate the conflict, he said. 

Meeting’s agenda
Earlier yesterday, Kuwait’s Foreign Minister

Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
met with Abul Gheit in Cairo, ahead of the extraor-
dinary Arab foreign ministerial meeting. Sheikh Dr
Ahmad and Abul Gheit examined, during their
meeting, the agenda of the scheduled ministerial

conference and coordination regarding “the march
of joint Arab action.” The meeting was attended by
the Assistant Foreign Minister for the Arab
Homeland Affairs Ambassador Fahad Al-Awadhi,
and the State of Kuwait Permanent Delegate at the
Arab League Ahmad Al-Bakr. Sheikh Dr Ahmad
had held talks with Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) chief Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf, a day before the
Arab League held the emergency meeting.

Sheikh Dr Ahmad also met with Palestinian

Foreign Minister Riadh Al-Malki on fringes of the
extraordinary meeting. The two top officials dis-
cussed ways of boosting bilateral relations, as well
as regional and international issues of mutual
interest. In the meantime, Sheikh Dr Ahmad dis-
cussed bilateral relations with his Iraqi counterpart
Fuad Hussein on Sunday. Talks between the two
also focused on regional and international devel-
opments in addition to matters of “mutual con-
cern”, said a Kuwaiti foreign ministry statement. 

In  addi t ion , Sheikh Dr Ahmad met  with
Yemeni Foreign Minister Dr Ahmad Awadh bin

Mubarak, and the two sides discussed ways of
boosting bilateral relations, as well as regional
and international issues. Sheikh Dr Ahmad also
met with his  Jordanian counterpart  Aymad
Safadi and discussed means of further promot-
ing relations between the two countries, in addi-
tion to a host of regional and global matters.
Moreover, Sheikh Dr Ahmad met with Algerian
Foreign Minister Sabri Boukadoum, and they
discussed ways of boosting bilateral relations, as
well  as regional and international issues of
mutual interest. — KUNA 
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In my view

In this article, I aim to focus on the most recent
crisis in the state, as the government decided
to close malls and restaurants by 8:00 pm

after the number of daily COVID-19 cases
reached 900. Many people tweeted against the
government decision, claiming it will negatively
affect owners of small businesses. By law, the
government has the right to take measures to
protect the society from any crisis. From the
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the gov-
ernment has acted on this right.

But the government did not get support from
some MPs to convince people, who can’t under-
stand what an epidemic is and what measures the
state should take to control the number of cases.
An increase in the number of cases will be a dis-
aster for hospitals, because no state has the
capacity for beds for patients if they reach in the
tens of thousands. The government has worked
alone in this crisis without support from the par-
liament. In other societies, the parliament sup-
ports the government, especially in health crises
like COVID-19, but here in Kuwait our parliament
is busy with personal issues.

And if we search the main reasons for the
increase in the number of cases, it is because
some segments of the society do not follow
health ministry procedures. This has led to big
trouble, but we still find some people blaming the
government for its new decisions, because they
think it will not reduce the number of cases and
will have no positive effect. We know very few
people observe health precautions - this was
clearly seen at malls, restaurants, beaches and
gardens, and also at family gatherings and
diwaniyas. All these reasons made the govern-
ment take this decision. The government and the
parliament should cooperate to face this pan-
demic, because the health of the nation is the
most important issue we should work on today.

—Al-Ghamdi is a law graduate from
Kuwait International Law School

There is a
health crisis!

By Azzah Al-Ghamdi

Egypt calls for
maintaining 

status quo CAIRO: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets Arab League Secretary-
General Ahmad Abul Gheit in Cairo, Egypt yesterday.— KUNA

Palestinian resolution only through
two-state solution: Arab League

Kuwait’s foreign minister attends extraordinary Arab session in Cairo

Assembly panel
rejects proposal
to increase 
traffic fines
KUWAIT: The parliamentary interior
and defense committee rejected a pro-
posal to increase traffic fines, Al-Qabas
Arabic daily reported yesterday, During
its meeting on Sunday, the committee dis-
cussed a proposed law to amend some
rules of law 67/1967 with regards to traf-
fic, in the presence of interior ministry
representatives. Committee Chairman MP
Mubarak Al-Ajmi said the committee
presented its objections to the govern-
ment proposal to increase traffic fines,
adding the committee will not allow
increasing burdens on citizens more than
what they are now. Ajmi said the commit-
tee received seven proposals with
regards to amending the election law,
which will be discussed tomorrow. He
added the committee discussed the

amendment of some residency law items
during its meeting and voted on them.

Future generations fund
Meanwhile, the same paper reported

quoting the government sources that with-
drawals from the future generations fund
to cover the budget deficit through trans-
fers of ownership or exchanging assets is
approaching KD 5.4 billion, bearing in
mind that the total deficit in the general
budget reached KD 7.5 billion during the
first nine months of the current fiscal year
- a monthly rate of KD 600 million - as
per finance ministry data. Based on what
was transferred to the general reserve
fund, the required liquidity needed to cov-
er salaries and subsidies amounting to
around KD 1 billion per month is secured
until the end of March.

The government began the process of
exchanging assets between the general
reserve fund and the future generations
fund from June 2020 to provide the neces-
sary liquidity to pay government employ-
ees’ salaries and finance current spending.
Sources said the investment authority has
built up enough balance of cash in the
future generations fund’s reserves as part
of its precautionary policy to arrange for

liquidity if the general budget enters a
deficit. This is expected to last for years if
oil prices do not go up.

Paper exams
In other news, Al-Qabas also reported

that the education ministry is working hard
to obtain health ministry approval for a
gradual return to school during the second
term, or at least allow for in-person final
exams at the end of the 2020/2021 school
year while observing the strict health
measures due to the pandemic. Official
sources said statistics of the first academic
term revealed 94 percent of the total num-
ber of students received an “excellent”
grade, which means their grades were 90
percent and above for morning and
evening public and private schools, reli-
gious schools and adults.

The sources said education officials are
very worried about the future of education
following the high grades the students
received with minimum effort and without
exams, especially since it equates hard-
working students with lazy ones. The min-
istry gave the return-to-school and writ-
ten exams at the end of the current school
year proposals to the health ministry for
review, then present it to the Cabinet soon. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s Ministry of
Health (MoH) yesterday listed 996
new coronavirus (COVID-19) cases,
bringing the caseload of contamina-
tions to 171,994. MoH off icial
spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad
said that there also were three new
fatalities due to infection with the
contagious virus registered during
the same period, thus mortalities’
tol l  rose to 969. Dr Sanad also
revealed that number of people who
were receiving treatment at inten-
sive care units reached 90 as of yes-
terday, while the whole count of
confirmed infection cases and
remained under medical care stood
at 8,905.

The ministry had earlier reported
that up to 582 patients had recov-
ered during the same period, putting

the whole count of recoveries at
162,120. The ministry said in a state-
ment that confirmation of these
recovery cases was determined after
conducting necessary medical
examinations. Meanwhile, the per-
centage of the recuperated cases as
compared to the tally of infections
stood at 94.2 percent.

In the meantime, Dr Sanad point-
ed out that 8,864 swab tests were
conducted in the same period,
bringing the total number of such
examinations to 1,608,305. The per-
centage of infections compared to
the number of swab tests during that
period stood at 11.2 percent. He re-
appealed to the people of Kuwait to
remain on guard against the dread-
ed virus, maintain social distancing
and avert crowds. — KUNA

Kuwait lists nearly 1,000 
new COVID cases, 3 deaths


