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Amir receives commemorative 
coins on national anniversaries

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received Governor of the 
Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) Dr Mohammad 
Yousef Al-Hashel at Seif Palace yesterday. During 
the meeting, Dr Hashel handed His Highness the Amir 
three commemorative coins issued on the occasion 
of the 60th anniversary of the independence of the 
State of Kuwait, the 30th Liberation Day, and 60th 

anniversary of the issuance of the Kuwaiti currency. 
Dr Hashel also presented the coins to His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah in sep-
arate meetings yesterday. Meanwhile, His Highness 
the Amir and His Highness the Crown Prince sepa-
rately received His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-

Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Seif Palace. 
In other news, His Highness the Amir yesterday 

addressed a cable of condolences to Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz on the demise of mother of 
Prince Abdulrahman bin Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. 
His Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the 
Prime Minister sent cables of similar content to the 
Saudi monarch. In the meantime, His Highness the 

Amir sent a cable of condolences to Indian President 
Ram Nath Kovind over the victims of an avalanche 
that took place in northern India. His Highness the 
Amir prayed to Allah Almighty to bestow solace on 
families of the victims, and that officials in India would 
overcome impacts of this natural disaster. Highness 
the Crown Prince and His Highness the Prime Minister 
sent similar cables. —  KUNA

Central Bank Governor presents coins to Crown Prince, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
receives the commemorative coins from Governor of the Central Bank of 
Kuwait Dr Mohammad Yousef Al-Hashel. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
receives the commemorative coins from Governor of the Central Bank of 
Kuwait Dr Mohammad Yousef Al-Hashel.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah receives the commemorative coins from Governor of the Central Bank 
of Kuwait Dr Mohammad Yousef Al-Hashel.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets Ukraine’s Ambassador to Kuwait Balanutsa 
Oleksandr. — Defense Ministry photos

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah meets UK’s Ambassador to Kuwait Michael Davenport.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah meets Belgium’s Ambassador to Kuwait Leo Peeter.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
yesterday held ta lks  with ambassadors of 
Ukraine, the UK and Belgium;  Balanutsa 
Oleksandr, Michael Davenport and Leo Peeter 

respectively, on cooperation between Kuwait and 
the envoys’ countries. Kuwait Army said in a 
press statement that the minister held discus-
sions with the envoys in separate meetings in his 
office. The talks dealt with means of cementing 

cooperation, joint action and latest developments 
on the regional and international arenas. Later in 
the day, the minister met with Chairman of 
Kuwait Airways Captain Ali Al-Dokhan, examin-
ing some topics. The meeting was attended by 

the Defense Ministry’s Acting Undersecretary 
Sheikh Fahad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Kuwait 
Airways Deputy Chairman Faisal Al-Gharib and 
Kuwait Airways Chief Executive Officer Adel Al-
Sanea. — KUNA 

Defense minister mulls cooperation with envoys
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related matters. He said he is awaiting the govern-

ment’s response on the motion. Meanwhile, the 
Assembly’s women and family committee yesterday 
approved a proposal calling to grant children of 
Kuwaiti women married to non-Kuwaitis permanent 
residency in the country. Children of Kuwaiti women 
married to foreigners are not granted citizenship 
under Kuwaiti law. The proposal also calls to accord 
this category priority of employment in government 
jobs after Kuwaiti citizens and treat them on equal 
footing like citizens in the job. 

The legal and legislative committee meanwhile 
approved a draft law granting a general amnesty to a 
number of former ex-MPs and opposition activists 
who have been living in exile for over 30 months. 
Head of the committee MP Khaled Al-Enezi said the 
bill also stipulates national reconciliation. The opposi-
tion former MPs and activists were handed heavy jail 
terms over two years ago for storming the Assembly 
building following an anti-corruption protest in Nov 
2011. The general pardon was on top of the political 
agenda of a majority of MPs during their election 
campaign in December.  

MP Khaled Al-Otaibi also submitted a draft law 
stipulating to amend the election law. Under the pro-
posal, voters will be allowed to cast two votes in their 
constituency and one vote outside their district. Each 
of the five constituencies will elect nine MPs. The 
remaining five MPs will be the top vote getters from 
the remaining candidates.

Govt, businesses 
discuss shutdown...
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The United States is the world’s hardest-hit 

country, with more than 27 million confirmed cases 

and 460,000 deaths, but its last wave peaked 
around January 8 and infections have been drop-
ping since. 

There are fears that B.1.1.7 could trigger a new 
spike, and it is spreading particularly rapidly in 
Florida, according to the study. The study’s authors 
called for the United States to build up its COVID 
genomic surveillance system.  Current vaccines 
remain effective against the variant, while the use of 
masks drastically reduces transmission. — AFP 

British COVID 
variant rapidly...
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come to Palestine, and will help make the services 

more efficient,” Imad Al-Tumayzi, head of interna-
tional relations at the Palestinian Post, told AFP. “In 
2020, we recorded more than 7,000 violations of 
postal equipment on the Israeli side, whether by 
opening packages, seizing them or summoning their 
owners for investigation,” he said. 

Palestinians have complained that they are forced 

to use costly private courier services to send or 
receive parcels. But it was not clear if the application 
of postal codes would cut mailing costs. Official PA 
news agency Wafa said some half a million buildings 
in the West Bank had already been given postcodes. 
It said the rollout would soon be extended to the 
Gaza Strip, under Israeli blockade and controlled by 
Islamists Hamas. 

In the West Bank, a Palestinian postal worker who 
asked not to be named, said the new postcodes were 
“more symbolic than practical”. “Postal coding can 
only truly be implemented when the Palestinian 
Authority controls ports or airports,” he said. The 
West Bank, wedged between Israel and Jordan, has 
no operational civilian airport. — AFP 

Palestinians  
launch own...
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Now, with COVID-19 overwhelming hospitals and lit-

tle public trust authorities can secure vaccines any time 
soon, people have been rushing to pharmacies to buy 
medicine. 

But even drugs that are rumored to help treat 
COVID-19 and oxygen tanks are becoming scarce, as 
people stock up, anticipating they may have no alterna-
tive but to sit out an infection at home. As boxes disap-
pear from shelves, a black market has emerged, offering 
medicine or medical equipment - sometimes counterfeits 
- at many times the normal price. 

Inside the Mazen Pharmacy, one of Beirut’s largest, a 
pharmacist turned a customer away, saying the medica-
tion was “out of stock”. Pharmacy owner Mazen Bissat 
said: “People are scared medicine will run out, so they’re 
stockpiling at home enough for a month, even six 
months, according to what they can afford. There’s a 
medicine shortage, and suppliers have not delivered on 
quantities requested by the pharmacies.” 

He said the makers of a popular, over-the-counter 
painkiller “just delivered 300 boxes. So we only display 
10 a day to be able to make them last until the end of the 
month,” he said. To slow the depletion, the health min-
istry has ordered pharmacists to sell some medication 
only on prescription, and suppliers to limit deliveries to 
pharmacies. 

Karim Gebara, the head of the medicine importers 
syndicate, said aspirin demand had skyrocketed. Two 
companies “delivered 500,000 boxes in January, 
whereas normal demand in 2020 was just 200,000”, he 
said. “But even with that, there isn’t any left.” When 
people cannot find medicine in shops, they sometimes 
turn elsewhere. 

Gebara said there had been a run on Ivermectin, 
which is used to treat parasite infections. Some 
Lebanese media had quoted a study suggesting it might 
be a miracle cure for COVID-19 - a claim for which there 
is insufficient evidence, according to health agencies. 
This had led to “the emergence of a black market”, said 
Gebara, as people started smuggling it in from abroad, 
with a box selling for the equivalent of $35. But even 
after an importer obtained permission to bring it to 
Lebanon at a subsidized cost of $1, Ivermectin is still 
hard to find and the informal market for it is thriving.  

Gebara said hoarding by manufacturers was one 
problem, among others. We are facing “delayed money 
transfers abroad from the central bank”, he said. “If the 
manufacturer abroad does not receive his dues on 
time, he delays the shipment.” With dwindling foreign 
currency reserves, the central bank is struggling to 
continue funding key imports at a preferential 
exchange rate, and fears have risen that medicine sub-
sidies will be lifted soon. 

Moreover, subsidized medicine is being smuggled out 
of Lebanon, Gebara said. In recent months, travellers 
have been stopped at Beirut airport trying to fly out to 
Egypt or Iraq with bags filled with subsidized medicine - 
some of which turned up as far as the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. All in all, “it’s an alarming situation 
that keeps on feeding off itself”, Gebara added. — AFP 

Panic over  
med shortages...

BEIRUT: Customers buy medicine at a pharmacy in the Lebanese capital Beirut, on February 2, 2021. — AFP


