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News in brief

Govt, businesses discuss  
shutdown, compensation

Assembly panels OK amnesty, permanent residency for Kuwaiti women’s kids 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Representatives of small businesses called 
on the ministerial emergency committee to ease clo-
sures of businesses and compensate small and medi-
um businesspeople who have incurred heavy losses 
because of the government shutdowns of commercial 
activities to stem the rise in coronavirus cases. Some 
of the representatives said the committee could pro-
pose reopening shops, health clubs and salons by 
allowing only less than half of the staff to attend. 

The representatives called on the government to 
provide financial compensation to businesses harmed 
by the closures last year, and which are expecting fur-
ther losses this year. There has been no word from the 
committee on the outcome of the meeting which took 
place late Sunday, but the authorities enforced the 
closures and teams from the interior ministry and oth-
er agencies were sent to impose the new restrictions. 

The Cabinet decided on Wednesday to shut down 
all businesses from 8 pm to 5 am and completely 
close health clubs, salons and barbershops for a 
month. The Cabinet also banned the entry of foreign-
ers into the country from Sunday for two weeks, but 
exempted medics and diplomats. 

MPs have strongly rejected the new government 
measures and called for swift compensation of busi-
nesses. The new measures come as the number of 

reported coronavirus cases continued to climb, with 
the health ministry reporting 996 new cases yester-
day. 

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said he 
has informed the caretaker government about a 
motion filed by MPs calling to convene a special 
Assembly session to discuss the pandemic and other  
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KUWAIT: Municipal inspectors are making sure all commercial establishments close by 8 
pm.— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

WASHINGTON: A coronavirus variant first identi-
fied in Britain is rapidly spreading in the United 
States, threatening to bring a surge of new cases as 
it doubles roughly every 10 days, according to a 
new study. The paper was posted online on Sunday 
and has not yet been peer reviewed, but it does 

offer the most comprehensive look at the rise of 
B.1.1.7 in the country hit hardest by the pandemic. 

A team of scientists led by researchers at The 
Scripps Research Institute analyzed half a million 
test samples collected across the country since last 
summer. Rather than individually sequence all of 
them, they were able to identify a particular anom-
aly that was a “reliable proxy” for B.1.1.7. They also 
analyzed the full genetic sequence, a more time-
consuming process, for 212 samples. 

They found the variant was introduced at multi-
ple points into the US in Nov 2020, and while cur-
rently low in overall frequency, it is set to become 
the dominant form of the virus by March. The team 

added that transmission rate was at least 35-45 per-
cent higher than more common variants, and its 
prevalence is doubling every week and a half. 

Britain saw devastating waves of COVID after 
B.1.1.7 became dominant there, and the variant has 
been observed in many European countries includ-
ing Portugal and Ireland. “B.1.1.7 is much more con-
tagious - so it can quickly overwhelm a nation,” 
Ashish Jha, dean of the Brown University School of 
Public Health, tweeted in response to the paper. 

Ireland had got its outbreak under control by 
late 2020, but in January B.1.1.7 triggered an expo-
nential wave there that it is now recovering from.  
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AL-BIREH: Palestinian postal workers examine a mail package at a post office in this 
city about 15 km north of Jerusalem in the occupied West Bank on Sunday. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Customers browse the aisles for medicine at a pharmacy in the Lebanese cap-
ital Beirut on Feb 2, 2021. — AFP 

RAMALLAH: The Palestinian 
Authority announced Sunday it would 
begin using its own postal codes, a 
move at easing the delivery of parcels 
in the occupied territories as well as 
asserting sovereignty. International 
mail sent to or from the occupied West 
Bank currently has to pass through 
Jordan or Israel. But the PA said 
Sunday it had asked the Universal 
Postal Union to notify its member 

states that Palestinian postal codes 
were coming into force. 

“From April, postal items that do 
not bear a Palestinian postal code will 
not be processed,” Palestinian 
Minister of Communications Ishaq 
Sidr told reporters in Ramallah, the 
West Bank headquarters of the 
Palestinian Authority. “It is a question 
of asserting Palestinian rights,” he said.  

Palestinian postal codes would also 
help put an end to the seizure of ship-
ments from abroad, Sidr said. He said 
six tons of packages had been held up 
in Jordan since 2018, and accused 
Israel of obstructing deliveries.  

Using postcodes “will prevent 
Israel from seizing postal items that  
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BEIRUT: With Lebanon’s economy in 
a tailspin and the coronavirus pan-
demic wreaking chaos, panic-buying 
has gripped pharmacies, creating 
shortages and a flourishing black mar-
ket. All manner of pharmaceutical 
products have started disappearing 
from the shelves in recent weeks, 
including some of the most widely 
needed. Mostly imported, they include 
any medicine thought to fight symp-

toms of COVID-19, pills for patients 
with chronic diseases, baby formula 
and even vitamin supplements.  

One customer, Abbas, 37, said he 
was giving up as he stepped out of a 
large Beirut pharmacy. “I asked for 
two things,” he said - aspirin and an 
antibiotic. “I found neither.” Abbas 
said he would have to buy them at 
much higher prices on the black mar-
ket, adding dejectedly that the store 
had also run out of the special sham-
poo he had been buying for years. 
“This country is really going to the 
dumps,” he said. 

Lebanon was already facing its 
worst economic crisis in decades and 
dollar shortages before the pandemic.  
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Maid commits suicide 
 
KUWAIT: A 27-year-old Filipina committed 
suicide yesterday at her sponsor’s house in 
Sabah Al-Salem. The Philippine Embassy con-
firmed the death of the housemaid when con-
tacted by Kuwait Times, but added it is still 
gathering additional details on the incident. 

Brent oil hits year-high above $60 
 
LONDON: The benchmark oil contract Brent 
North Sea rose above $60 per barrel yesterday 
to hit the highest level since the coronavirus 
pandemic began to spread globally almost a year 
ago. Oil prices have recovered owing to OPEC 
and its allies cutting production after the coron-
avirus pandemic slashed demand, according to 
analysts. Crude and other assets are winning 
support also from the prospect of a $1.9-trillion 
US stimulus package. — AFP (See Page 8)

Full stadiums for World Cup  
 
DOHA: The Qatari 2022 World Cup organizers 
have insisted that matches will be staged in sta-
diums operating at 100 percent of capacity even 
as the global fight against coronavirus drags on. 
“Qatar started this matter gradually by hosting 
matches for the AFC Champions League without 
fans,” said Yasir Al-Jamal, chairman of the 
Operations Office of Qatar’s Supreme 
Committee charged with organizing the 2022 
tournament. —AFP (See Page 15)

Iran unveils homegrown vaccine  
 
KARAJ, Iran: Iran unveiled its second home-
grown coronavirus vaccine project yesterday, 
the day before the launch of a vaccination 
campaign to combat the Middle East’s dead-
liest COVID-19 outbreak. The vaccine, dubbed 
Razi Cov Pars, was developed at the Razi 
Vaccine and Serum Research Institute, which 
is linked to the agriculture ministry. At the 
start of Phase 1 of the clinical trials, 13 volun-
teers between the ages of 18 and 55 will 
receive a jab. — AFP 


