
TOKYO: Sydney McLaughlin obliterated her own 
world record to win Olympic gold in the women’s 
400m hurdles yesterday as Japanese teenager Sakura 
Yosozumi maintained the hosts’ stranglehold on the 
skateboarding competition. 

Canadian sprinter Andre de Grasse powered to 
gold in the men’s 200m final, completing a long jour-
ney back from injury and illness after taking silver 
behind Usain Bolt in 2016. And in cycling, Italy won 
the men’s team pursuit for the first time in 61 years, 
breaking their own world record to beat Denmark in 
a thrilling final at the Izu Velodrome. 

At the Olympic Stadium, McLaughlin powered 
home in 51.46 seconds, with defending champion 
Dalilah Muhammad claiming silver in 51.58 after 
another classic duel between the two dominant 
American hurdlers. It repeated the feat of Karsten 
Warholm, who took a huge slice off the world record 
in the men’s race just 24 hours earlier. 

The 21-year-old McLaughlin’s blistering time bet-
tered her world record set at the US trials in Oregon 
in June, when she ran 51.90sec. “I saw Dalilah ahead 
of me with one to go,” said McLaughlin. “I just 
thought ‘run your race’. The race doesn’t really start 
till hurdle seven. I just wanted to go out there and 
give it everything I had.” 

De Grasse claimed his first major championship 
gold medal, racing home in 19.62sec with Kenny 
Bednarek of the United States second in 19.68 and 
reigning world champion Noah Lyles taking bronze 
(19.74). “I’ve been waiting for this moment, I’ve been 
training hard for this moment,” said De Grasse, finally 
delivering on his promise after suffering hamstring 
problems and a bout of mononucleosis following his 
breakthrough in Rio. 

Canada’s Damian Warner ended the first day of 
the decathlon in top spot, with fancied French rival 
Kevin Myer in fifth after complaining of back prob-
lems. Defending champion Nafi Thiam of Belgium 

tops the heptathlon standings with four events gone. 
Brit ish world champion Katarina Johnson-
Thompson’s medal hopes are over after she pulled up 
with a calf injury in the 200m. 

Dutch star Sifan Hassan took the next step in her 
bid for an unprecedented treble, easing into the 
1500m final two days after winning the 5,000 title. 
Emmanuel Korir led home compatriot Ferguson 
Rotich for a Kenyan one-two in the men’s 800m final, 
ahead of Poland’s Patryk Dobek. Rotich said: “In 
Kenya we are progressing despite the challenges of 
the pandemic. “In the last year, most of us, we didn’t 
train well. There was the coronavirus and now we’re 
coming back.” 

Poland’s Wojciech Nowicki bagged gold in the 

men’s hammer. Norway’s Eivind Henriksen claimed 
silver, with four-time world champion Pawel Fajdek, 
another Pole, taking bronze. There was a first ever 
Olympic gold for a Ugandan woman as Peruth 
Chemutai won the 3000m steeplechase, with 
American Courtney Frerichs collecting silver and 
Kenyan Hyvin Kiyeng bronze. 

 
Teen skateboard battle 

Away from the athletics, Yosozumi won the 
women’s park skateboarding event to stop compatri-
ot 12-year-old Kokona Hiraki and Britain’s Sky 
Brown, 13, becoming the Games’ youngest-ever gold 
medalists. 

The 19-year-old Yosozumi carved up the Ariake 
Urban Sports Park with a flowing opening run in the 
final, and her 60.09 points proved enough for victory 
ahead of Hiraki and Brown. “This medal feels unreal 
— it feels like a dream,” said Yosozumi, as she cele-
brated at a sun-baked Ariake Urban Sports Park. “I 
hope skateboarding is going to be very popular in 
Japan because of the strong performances of the 
Japanese team,” she said, adding: “Now I want to go 
back home and eat some delicious food.” 

In a sport making its Olympic debut, Japan also 
snapped up the men’s and women’s street titles earli-
er in the Games and they have now bagged five of the 
nine medals so far. In the first round of the women’s 
golf tournament, world number one Nelly Korda 
carded a four-under-par 67 to sit just one shot 
behind leader Madelene Sagstrom of Sweden. 

The searing temperatures forced US star Lexi 
Thompson’s caddie to pull out with heatstroke and 
organizers said the tournament could be cut to 54 
holes because of an approaching tropical storm due 
to hit this weekend. Away from the action, all 12 mem-
bers of the Greek artistic swimming team are in isola-
tion after five tested positive for coronavirus in the 
first cluster detected at the Games. — AFP 
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McLaughlin lights up Olympic track as 
Japanese teen wins skateboard gold 

Tokyo Olympics medals table after yesterday’s 
events (G = Gold, S = Silver, B = Bronze, T= 
Total): 

                                                  G      S     B     T

TOKYO: USA’s Sydney McLaughlin competes to win the 
women’s 400m hurdles final setting a new world record 
during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Olympic 
Stadium in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 

SAITAMA: Breanna Stewart scored a game-high 23 
points as the United States crushed Australia yester-
day to set up an Olympic women’s basketball semi-
final against Serbia as the Americans close in on a sev-
enth consecutive title. 

Brittney Griner added another 15 points and A’ja 
Wilson 10 in the 79-55 rout against the world’s num-
ber two team. They will meet Serbia tomorrow after 
the European champions and Rio bronze medalists 
swept past China 77-70. 

Meanwhile, hosts Japan won a thriller against 
Olympic debutants Belgium 86-85 to set up a last-four 
showdown with 2012 silver medalists France after they 
edged 2016 runners-up Spain 67-64. It was never 
going to be easy for Australia to take down the US, 
who have now won 53 Olympic games in a row. 

The incredible streak began with the 1992 bronze-
medal decider and includes a record six straight gold 
medals and four victories in Tokyo. So dominant are 
the US that they have won eight out of the past nine 
Olympic titles, with the only blemishes a silver medal 
behind the Soviet Union at the inaugural tournament in 
1976 and bronze in 1992. 

“I thought we came out and played inspired basket-
ball on both sides of the ball,” said US coach Dawn 
Staley. “We played with an incredible desire to 
advance and it was just contagious.” Looking ahead to 
Serbia, she added: “They played inspired basketball, 
and that is a scary thing.” 

The only team to consistently come close to chal-
lenging the US team this century have been Australia, 
who have contested three gold medal games against 
them. But they were never in the contest at Saitama 
Super Arena. 

Led by WNBA stars Sue Bird, Diana Taurasi and 
Sylvia Fowles, the US set the tone with a 15-0 run in a 

first quarter during which Australia nailed just four of 
14 field goal attempts. The Opals’ shooting woes 
stretched into the second term as the US galloped to a 
48-27 halfway lead, with Seattle Storm forward 
Stewart nailing 20 of them. 

 
‘Trending upward’ 

That blew out to 68-39 heading into the final 
stretch and there was no way back for Australia. 
“Knowing this was the knockout game, win or go 
home, we wanted to be our best,” said Stewart. “We 
are trending upward. There is more business to be 
done.” 

Marine Johannes poured in 18 points as France got 
the better of Spain in a nail-biting finish, with Gabby 
Williams adding 11 points and making three of four 
free throws inside the final 90 seconds. Earlier, tower-
ing forward Jelena Brooks drilled 18 points to help 
Serbia get past China. 

Sonja Vasic added 16 and Ana Dabovic chipped in 
13 to book their second Olympic semi-final in only 
their second appearance. “We never quit, and we play 
the hardest when we are down. We showed today we 
can find energy,” said Dabovic. “This is a great success 
for a small country.” 

Serbia qualified for their debut Games at Rio in 
2016, where they beat Australia by two points in the 
quarters but succumbed to Spain in the semis, before 
downing France to win bronze. A three-pointer from 
Saki Hayashi with 15 seconds left put Japan through to 
the last four for the first time ever after a tense game 
against Belgium. Yuki Miyazawa sunk 21 points, but 
Rui Machida was the star with 14 assists while chip-
ping in 10 points. Japan’s best Olympic finish before 
now was their fifth place at the 1976 Games in 
Montreal. — AFP 

China                                      32    22    16   70 
United States                          25    31    23   79  
Japan                                      21      7    12   40
Great Britain                           15    18    15   48  
Australia                                  15      4    17   36
Russian Olympic Committee  14    21    18   53 
Germany                                   8      8    16   32
France                                      6    10      9   25
Italy                                           6      9    15   30
Netherlands                              6      8      9   23
South Korea                              6      4      9   19  
New Zealand                            6      4      5   15  
Cuba                                         5      3      4   12  
Hungary                                    4      5      3   12  
Canada                                     4      4      7   15  
Brazil                                         4      3      8   15  
Czech Republic                         4      3      1     8 
Switzerland                               3      4      5   12  
Poland                                      3      3      4   10  
Croatia                                      3      3      2     8  
Sweden                                     2      5      0     7  
Taiwan                                      2      4      5   11  
Georgia                                     2      4      1     7  
Denmark                                   2      2      3     7  
Norway                                     2      2      1     5  
Jamaica                                    2      1      2     5  
Iran                                           2      1      1     4  
Slovenia                                    2      1      1     4  
Ecuador                                    2      1      0     3  
Greece                                      2      0      1     3  
Uzbekistan                                2      0      1     3  
Kosovo                                      2      0      0     2  
Qatar                                         2      0      0     2  
Spain                                        1      4      5   10  
Romania                                   1      3      0     4  
Venezuela                                 1      3      0     4  
Ukraine                                     1      2      8   11  
Kenya                                       1      2      2     5  
Hong Kong                                1      2      0     3 
Slovakia                                    1      2      0     3  
South Africa                              1      2      0     3 
Serbia                                       1      1      4     6  
Austria                                      1      1      3     5  
Indonesia                                  1      1      3     5  
Belgium                                     1      1      1     3  
Ethiopia                                     1      1      1     3  
Uganda                                     1      1      1     3  
Philippines                                1      1      0     2  
Tunisia                                      1      1      0     2  
Turkey                                       1      0      5     6  
Ireland                                       1      0      2     3  
Zionist entity                              1      0      2     3 
Belarus                                     1      0      1     2  
Estonia                                      1      0      1     2  
Fiji                                             1      0      1     2  
Latvia                                        1      0      1     2  
Bermuda                                   1      0      0     1  
Morocco                                    1      0      0     1  
Puerto Rico                               1      0      0     1 
Thailand                                    1      0      0     1  
Armenia                                    0      2      1     3  
Colombia                                  0      2      1     3  
Dominican Republic                  0      2      1     3 
Kirghyzstan                               0      2      1     3  
India                                          0      1      2     3  
Mongolia                                   0      1      2     3  
Portugal                                    0      1      2     3  
Bulgaria                                    0      1      1     2  
Nigeria                                      0      1      1     2  
San Marino                               0      1      1     2 
Jordan                                       0      1      0     1  
Namibia                                    0      1      0     1  
North Macedonia                      0      1      0     1 
Turkmenistan                            0      1      0     1  
Kazakhstan                               0      0      4     4  
Azerbaijan                                 0      0      3     3  
Egypt                                         0      0      3     3  
Mexico                                      0      0      3     3  
Argentina                                  0      0      1     1  
Finland                                      0      0      1     1  
Ghana                                       0      0      1     1  
Ivory Coast                                0      0      1     1 
Kuwait                                       0      0      1     1  
Malaysia                                   0      0      1     1  
Syria                                         0      0      1     1  

SAITAMA: Breanna Stewart #10 of the USA Women’s National Team dribbles the ball during the game 
against the Australia Women’s National Team during the 2020 Tokyo Olympics yesterday at the Super 
Saitama Arena in Saitama, Japan. — AFP 

USA crush Australia to set up Serbia  
Olympic women’s basketball semis

 
Australia ready to 
take down USA in 
basketball semis  
 
 
SAITAMA: NBA stalwart Patty Mills says 
Australia have bottled up all their previous 
Olympic failures and plan to let them loose against 
the United States in their crunch basketball semi-
final today. The world’s third-ranked team, known 
as the “Boomers”, have been trying to finish on the 
Olympic podium since the Melbourne Games in 
1956 but have yet to make it despite contesting 
the bronze medal match four times. 

That is despite boasting some of the best play-
ers in the world, playing in the top leagues. But 
San Antonio Spurs’ Mills, at his fourth Olympics, 
believes the time is now right to snap the run, 
despite needing to beat the Kevin Durant-led 
three-time defending champions to stay on track. 

“We’re well experienced,” he said when asked 
why this Australian team could do what no other 
had managed. “We’ve been to this stage many a 
time and haven’t crossed the line. But we’ve bot-
tled those experiences up, and I think we’re well 
prepared for this moment and for this stage to 
make the next step.” 

“There’s a togetherness and a camaraderie 
within the extended group and a focus that is 
sharp on what we’re trying to achieve here,” he 
added. “And that collective unit together, it’s pow-
erful. It’s a culture thing, it’s an Australian spirit 
thing, it’s doing it for the greater good, and we 
understand who we’re doing it for.” 

They may never have a better chance, with the 
USA showing signs of weakness, crashing to 
defeat in two exhibition games in the lead-up to 
the Olympics, including a 91-83 loss to the 
Boomers. Gregg Popovich’s then fell in their 
Tokyo opener to France — their first defeat at an 
Olympics since 2004 — before finding their 
groove, culminating with a battling 95-83 win 
against Spain to set up the Australia clash. 

 
Rest and recover 

In contrast, the undefeated Boomers have 
looked sharp, and ruthlessly dismantled Argentina 
97-59 in their quarter-final, with Mills topping the 
stat sheets with 18 points and four assists. Fellow 
veteran Joe Ingles, also at his fourth Olympics, 
said winning gold was the only thing that mat-
tered. “We’ve had one goal in mind, to win a gold 
medal and leave here with that, and this is a little 
bit of a stepping stone to what we want to 
achieve,” said the Utah Jazz forward after the 
Argentina win. “We’ll rest up, recover and watch 
the film and we’re obviously well aware of who 
we’re against (USA). The biggest thing for us now 
is the recovery side of it.” Today’s clash will bring 
Mills up against his long-time San Antonio coach 
Popovich, but friendships will be put aside. “He’s 
obviously meant a great deal to me for a very 
long time, a decade. It’s fair to say he’s helped 
shape me to who I am today, on the court and off 
the court,” said Mills.—AFP 


