
TOKYO: Cuba’s Arlen Lopez won his
second Olympic gold medal yesterday
as he taught Ben Whittaker a boxing
lesson in Tokyo — the disconsolate
Briton refusing to wear his silver medal
and putting it instead in his pocket.

The 28-year-old Lopez was the
aggressor throughout but he was sur-
prisingly only a split-points winner in
the final of the men’s light-heavy-
weight.

Lopez, who won middleweight gold
at the Rio 2016 Olympics, fell to his
knees and banged on the floor when
he was named the victor, while
Whittaker quickly left the ring with his
hands over his face. After receiving his
gold medal, Lopez put his fingers to
his lips, a gesture he said was towards
“those who were against me or
thought that I would not be able to
make it or lacked motivation”.

His delight was in stark contrast to
the 24-year-old Whittaker, who cut a
devastated figure at the medal cere-
mony, trudging to the podium with his
hands in his pockets and placing his
medal in his tracksuit pocket rather

than around his neck.
When reporters took photographs

of the medalists, an unsmiling
Whittaker stood awkwardly apart from
the others and limply held his silver in
his hand. “At the time I should have
taken it on the chin and put the beauti-
ful silver medal around my neck and
just smiled,” he said later. “I did not
want silver, I lost the gold, so to me it’s
failure, so I am not going to celebrate
silver at the moment.”

It had all been so different at the
start. Whittaker jigged his way into the
ring at Kokugikan Arena, better known
as the home of sumo, Japan’s national
sport. But the more experienced
Lopez had the Briton dancing to his
tune from the first round, stalking
Whittaker around the ring.

Lopez beckoned his opponent onto
him, feeling that Whittaker was being
too defensive, and a member of the
British squad in the mostly empty are-
na shouted at his team-mate to “show
no respect”. Lopez, a former world
champion in middleweight, led through
two rounds of the scheduled three on

the judges’ scorecards and the only
surprise was that he was not awarded
the bout on unanimous points. Cuba, a
powerhouse of Olympic boxing, have
now won two of the three gold medals
in the sport so far in Tokyo. The other
went to Japan.

More disappointment
In the women’s competition yester-

day, there was also disappointment for
India’s Lovlina Borgohain in the wel-
terweight semi-finals. She was well
beaten by Turkey’s f lamboyant
Busenaz Surmeneli , who wil l  face
China’s Gu Hong in the final for gold
on Saturday.

The 23-year-old Borgohain will still
take home bronze, equaling the
achievement of India’s trailblazing
“Magnificent” Mary Kom, a London
2012 bronze medalist and national
treasure back home. But like Whittaker,
Borgohain was not celebrating. “I’ve
just lost the match now and definitely
not feeling good at this time,” she said.
“Not feeling good as I was sure, 100
percent, to get the gold medal.” — AFP
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Biles says will 
cherish challenging
Tokyo Olympics
TOKYO: Simone Biles says she will always “cherish
this unique Olympic experience” despite her time in
Tokyo being derailed by a psychological condition
known as ‘the twisties’. Biles withdrew during last
week’s team competition, suffering from an inability
to orientate herself in mid-air.

She subsequently pulled out of the all-around
final, and the first three apparatus finals, returning to
claim bronze in Tuesday’s closing beam. With team
silver Biles leaves Japan with two minor medals, a
far cry from the four golds and bronze from Rio five
years ago.

“Not at all how I imagined or dreamed my sec-
ond Olympics would go but blessed to represent
the USA,” she said in a post on Instagram. “I’ll for-
ever cherish this unique olympic experience. Thanks
everyone for the endless love and support. I’m truly
grateful - leaving Tokyo with 2 more Olympic

medals to add to my collection isn’t too shabby! 7
time Olympic medalist.”

The 24-year-old’s pursuit of five gold medals to
equal the women’s record of nine was all but ended
when she baulked in mid-air on her opening vault in
the team competition, as the ‘twisties’ struck. The
disconnect between brain and body, with the conse-
quent loss of spatial awareness, is a potentially
lethal cocktail for a gymnast somersaulting at high
velocity off a vault backwards.

Reflecting on her comeback heroics behind
Chinese duo Guan Chenchen and Tang Xijing, Biles
told NBC: “(The bronze) means more than all the
golds because I’ve been through so much the last
five years and the last week while I’ve even been
here. “It was just... It was very emotional,” she said.
And I’m just proud of myself and all of these girls
as well.”

She added: “I didn’t really care about the out-
come. I was so happy that I made the routine and
then I got to compete one more time.” Social
media was alight with heartfelt congratulations.
“Congratulations @Simone_Biles.. . the most
important medal  @Tokyo2020 @Olympics”
tweeted Nadia Comaneci, who entered Olympic
folklore at the 1976 Montreal Games with a

‘Perfect 10’ score. “Not enough words to express
how proud I am of you Simone!!!” coach Cecile
Landi posted. — AFP

Cuba win boxing gold again as
Briton refuses to wear silver

TOKYO: (From left) Silver medalist Britain’s Benjamin Whittaker, gold medalist Cuba’s Arlen
Lopez, bronze medalists Russia’s Imam Khataev and Azerbaijan’s Loren Berto Alfonso
Dominguez celebrate with their medal on the podium after the men’s light heavy (75-81kg)
boxing final bout during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Kokugikan Arena in Tokyo
yesterday. —AFP

Britain’s Dujardin
sympathizes with
Biles: ‘Success is hard’
TOKYO: Britain’s most-decorated female
Olympian Charlotte Dujardin has spoken of her
sympathy for struggling US gymnast Simone Biles
following her own battle with mental health prob-
lems earlier in her career.

The 36-year-old dressage rider took her
Olympic medals tally to six in three Games with
two bronze medals in Tokyo. That moved her one
ahead of retired British rower Katherine Grainger
— though track cyclist Laura Kenny could equal
or even surpass Dujardin in Japan. Dujardin felt
immense pressure after securing double gold at
the 2012 London Olympics, laying bare her strug-
gles in her 2018 autobiography “The Girl on the
Dancing Horse”.

“Depression was not something I’d ever really
understood,” she wrote, saying she wanted to
“hurt herself because she felt such pain”. She said
she punished herself by not eating, losing nearly
two stone (13 kilograms) in weight.

Dujardin suffered her traumatic episodes after
the London Games but Biles’s struggles were evi-
dent to the watching world during the gymnastics
competition in Tokyo. She stood down during the
women’s team final last week, struggling with the
“twisties”, a potentially dangerous condition
meaning gymnasts lose the ability to orientate
themselves in mid-air. The US star, 24, subse-
quently pulled out of a series of individual events,
only returning for the beam final on Tuesday, in

which she took bronze.

‘No turning back’
Dujardin, who had to battle back from a frac-

tured skull in 2009, said she could sympathize
with Biles, who won four Olympic golds at the
2016 Rio Games. “It is hard being successful,” she
told AFP by phone from the stables she shares
with mentor Carl Hester in southwest England. “It
is a hard place to be with the pressure and the
expectation. Those are quite hard things to have
on your shoulders all the time.”

Dujardin has faced further challenges, including
breaking up after a 13-year relationship with her
fiance Dean Golding two years ago. “I have to say
having the right people around you supporting
you gets you through,” she said. “You just have to
make sure you never get to the point of no turning
back. I am talking about ending your career, not
anything else, and that you feel you cannot do it
anymore. But with the right people it can help to
prevent that.”

Since returning home, Dujardin has been cele-
brating with friends and family who were unable
to support her in Tokyo because visitors are
barred from attending due to coronavirus restric-
tions. The rider, who also won a gold in Rio, is still
getting used to her new position as the most-dec-
orated British female Olympian, at least for now.

“It was a wow moment,” she said. “I cannot
quite believe it. It is hard to really quantify what
I achieved. I did not realize it until the media
kept asking ‘what does it feel like’ and I went ‘oh
my God!’ — that with the second bronze I had
beaten someone as legendary as Katherine
Grainger’s record was unreal and you get such a
thrill out of it.” —AFP

TOKYO: Bronze medalist Britain’s Charlotte Dujardin
riding Gio poses after the medal ceremony for the
dressage grand prix freestyle individual finals dur-
ing the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Equestrian
Park in Tokyo on July 28, 2021. —AFP

TOKYO: USA’s Simone Biles gets ready to compete
in the artistic gymnastics women’s balance beam
final of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at Ariake
Gymnastics Centre in Tokyo on Tuesday. — AFP

Storm could reduce
Olympic women’s
golf to 54 holes
KAWAGOE: The Tokyo Olympics women’s
golf tournament could be cut to 54 holes,
organizers said yesterday, because of an
approaching tropical storm due to hit
Kasumigaseki Country Club at the weekend.

“We have notified the players that we
may have to be forced to reduce to a 54-
hole competition,” International Golf
Federation official Heather Daly-Donofrio
told a media briefing at the course in
Saitama prefecture yesterday evening.

“We will not change tomorrow’s schedule.
We will play 18 holes as scheduled tomor-
row. We will play another 18 holes on Friday
and then we will continue to track this tropi-
cal system and see what Saturday brings.”

Daly-Donofrio said the idea of playing
extra holes over the next two days to com-
plete four rounds by Friday had been
explored, but the extreme heat meant it was-
n’t feasible. “The health and safety of our
players and caddies is first and foremost,”
Daly-Donofrio said.

Lexi Thompson’s caddie, Jack Fulghum,
had to pull out during yesterday’s opening
round with heat exhaustion on a day where
the thermometers topped 36 Celsius. Similar
temperatures are forecast for today and
tomorrow with high humidity seeing the heat
index exceed 44C yesterday.

“In an ideal world we would make (the cut
to 54 holes) before they tee off in their third
round, so the players know what they are
playing for, but it’s all going to depend on
that forecast and what we are seeing from
our meteorologists. We hope the storm veers
and goes off and then we can play our final
round cleanly on Saturday.”

The men’s tournament last week was
interrupted several times on the opening two
days because of heavy rain and dangerous
lightning. The second round was not com-
pleted until Saturday morning.

The women’s tournament is scheduled to
finish Saturday but could be extended anoth-
er day, weather permitting, Daly-Donofrio
confirmed, but there is no option to extend
past Sunday’s Olympics closing ceremony.
However, the weather forecast for Sunday is
even worse than Saturday. Sweden’s
Madelene Sagstrom has a one-shot lead
going into today’s second round after an
opening five-under 66. — AFP

KAWAGOE: Aditi Ashok was the
youngest player at the 2016 Olympics
when she made women’s golf into head-
line news in India by shooting back-to-
back 68s to be tied eighth on six-under
par after 36 holes. Five years later, the
world number 200 is near the top of
another star-studded leaderboard at the
Tokyo Games, tied second with world
number one Nelly Korda after yester-
day’s first round.

Women’s golf was virtually unknown
in India before Ashok’s Olympic exploits.
“A lot of people were trying to figure out
what golf was, so that they could under-
stand how I was playing and if I had a
chance to win a medal,” she told
reporters at Kasumigaseki Country Club
yesterday after her opening four-under
par 67.

Ashok faded in Rio during the final
two rounds to finish 41st, but her days of

being anonymous in a country of 1.3 bil-
lion people were over. “For the next six
months to a year everybody remem-
bered and recognized me from the
Olympics,” she said. “Even though I won
like three European Tour events after
that, people still remember me as the girl
who did well at the Olympics.”

This time around she says she is more
prepared for Olympic competition, and
the attention it brings from back home.
“Last time I was a rookie basically. I just
finished my high school exams and then I
was at the Olympics,” Ashok said after a
round containing five birdies and just
one blemish at the 18th. “Playing on the
LPGA Tour the last five years makes you
way better as a player than I was at Rio.

Mum’s the caddie
“I didn’t finish as well as I wanted to

last time, but just seeing the effect that it

had on golf in India was inspiring and
that’s kind of what motivated me for this
one as well.” Ashok recalled how she
started playing golf, not a common pur-
suit for girls growing up in Bangalore
like her.

“Me and my parents started playing
golf at the same time,” recalled Ashok.
“We used to have breakfast at this
restaurant that overlooked a golf driving
range and so we wanted to walk in and
try it out. So that’s what got me started.”

Ashok had her dad as caddie in Rio,
and this time round it is her mum, Mash.
“Last time I had my dad on the bag, so
the experience was just so incredible I
was like ‘I want to have my mum next
time’ and I made good on that promise,”
said Ashok. The impact of her first two
rounds at the Rio Olympics were, she
admitted, “quite big”.

“My social media following just blew
up, basically. I think I had like 400-500
followers Twitter and Facebook and
jumped to like 14,000, I think overnight.”
So what does she think would happen
were she to win a medal this time?

“Women’s golf is not really on the radar
of sports or people in India,” she said.
“The Impact would be huge.”

“I think it would go to like hundreds
of thousands for sure,” said Ashok.
“Yeah, it would be really big.” —AFP

From Rio teen to Tokyo, Ashok
puts women’s golf on map in India

KAWAGOE: India’s Aditi Ashok watches her drive from the 9th tee in round 1 of the
women’s golf individual stroke play during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the
Kasumigaseki Country Club in Kawagoe yesterday. — AFP


