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Boffin Barbie:
Toy creator
honors vaccine
co-creator

Toy giant Mattel said yesterday it
hoped to “inspire the next genera-
tion” after creating a model of its

iconic Barbie doll in honors of Sarah
Gilbert, co-creator of the
Oxford/AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine.
Gilbert said she found the news “very
strange” but hoped “children who see my
Barbie will realize how vital careers in sci-
ence are to help the world around us. “My
wish is that my doll will show children
careers they may not be aware of, like a
vaccinologist.”

The toy company created models in
honors of five other women in the sci-
ences: US healthcare workers Amy
O’Sullivan and Audrey Cruz, Canadian
campaigner Chika Stacy Oriuwa, Brazilian
researcher Jaqueline Goes de Jesus, and
Australian medic Kirby White. “Barbie rec-
ognizes that all frontline workers have
made tremendous sacrifices when con-
fronting the pandemic and the challenges
it heightened,” said Lisa McKnight, senior
vice president of Barbie and dolls at
Mattel.

“To shine a light on their efforts, we are
sharing their stories and leveraging
Barbie’s platform to inspire the next gen-
eration to take after these heroes and
give back. “Our hope is to nurture and
ignite the imaginations of children playing
out their own storyline as heroes.”-AFP 

When James Gunn was asked to
direct the next DC superhero
film, he didn’t pick an icon like

Superman, Batman, or Wonder Woman.
He chose the rag-tag group of Z-list vil-
lains known as “The Suicide Squad.”
Gunn’s R-rated romp brings back familiar
faces like Margot Robbie’s Harley Quinn
in a sequel-of-sorts to the near-identically
named 2016 “Suicide Squad”-which saw
anti-heroes join deadly US government
missions to shave time off their prison
terms. And then there are some more
obscure newcomers... like Polka Dot Man.

“I literally put into Google, ‘who is the
dumbest super villain of all time?’ And
Polka Dot Man always came up near the
top,” said Gunn. “Being able to take a
character like that and then give him heart
was fun for me,” Gunn told a recent virtual
press event for the film, out Friday.
Gunn’s approach to choosing his gallery
of expendable rogues might at first seem

unlikely to inspire confidence among mon-
ey-counting Warner Bros executives.
Even David Dastmalchian, the actor play-
ing him and a self-avowed comic book
nerd, initially “had no freaking clue who
Polka Dot Man was.”

But the first film’s success suggests
that plumbing the comic book world’s
depths for less-than-mainstream charac-
ters does not hurt in terms of movie popu-
larity. The original “Suicide Squad”
shrugged off poor reviews to take almost
$750 million at the global box office. Like
the first film, “The Suicide Squad” has its
share of big-name actors-Will Smith and
Jared Leto have moved on, but are
replaced by John Cena, Idris Elba and
Sylvester Stallone, who appears as the
voice of a half-man, half-shark. According
to Elba, playing Bloodsport-a “character
that wasn’t as well-defined as a personali-
ty”-allowed the actors more freedom. “It
was ‘let’s find a character who’s obscure,

who we can build as our own cinematic
creation for Idris,’” agreed Gunn.

‘Take risks’ 
The film’s blend of risk-taking and

redemption mirrors the path of its director.
Gunn, a cult director and writer who
penned Zack Snyder’s “Dawn of the
Dead” 2004 re-make, hit the mainstream
with Marvel’s wildly popular “Guardians of
the Galaxy” films. But he was unceremo-
niously fired by parent company Disney in
2018 when old tweets emerged in which
he made crude jokes about the
Holocaust, AIDS and rape. Warner
swooped in to poach Gunn for their rival
DC superhero films.

After apologies and a groundswell of
support from Hollywood collaborators
including Chris Pratt, Gunn is back on
board with Marvel too-he is set to direct
2023’s “Guardians of the Galaxy 3.” “You
don’t expect people to have your back...

that was an eye-opener for me,” Gunn
told the New York Times recently. “When
Warner Bros. comes to me on the
Monday after it happens and says, we
want you, James Gunn, you think, wow,
that feels good to hear.” Describing “The
Suicide Squad” as a “Dirty Dozen” style
war film blended with dark comic book
humor, Gunn told journalists that he had
“felt the responsibility to take risks” and
avoid using “the same boring three-act
structure every time.”

Indeed, the film features a 200-foot
pink starfish as a primary villain. “It does
seem like big movies are the ones that
people are going to see in theaters” as
the pandemic eases, he added. “If they
don’t continue to take risks and change
and try new things, then people aren’t
going to want to be coming to the the-
aters.”-AFP

An undated handout picture shows Sarah
Gilbert posing with a Barbie doll in her
image. — AFP 

John Cena attends the Warner Bros. premiere of ‘The Suicide Squad’
at Regency Village Theatre in Los Angeles, California. — AFP photos

Cast and crew including Nathan Fillion, Storm Reid, Margot Robbie, John Cena, James Gunn, Michael Rooker, Jai
Courtney, and Daniela Melchior attends the Warner Bros. premiere of ‘The Suicide Squad’ at Regency Village Theatre in
Los Angeles, California.

(From left) Joel Kinnaman, James Gunn, Margot Robbie, and John Cena attend the Warner
Bros. premiere of “The Suicide Squad” at Regency Village Theatre.

Actress Storm Reid arrives for the premiere of “The Suicide Squad”.Jessie Cave says she is terrified of fit-
tings after a costume director implied
she needed to lose weight. The 34-

year-old actress refused to name the proj-
ect but admitted the actions of the cos-
tume director left her deeply hurt and
upset when they grabbed her stomach to
indicate the need to drop some pounds.
She told The Observer: “It was just horri-
ble. And I laughed. You’re like: ‘Oh, you’re
hurting me. Actually, it’s fine.’ That kind of
stuff stays with you. Now I go into the cos-
tume fitting for any job and I’m terrified.
I’m prepared to be told something unkind.
You’re treated like a different type of thing;
you’re not somebody with feelings who
has thought about what pants they’re
going to wear that day because they’re
going to be seen. “Now when they’re nice
to me, and they are sensitive to how I
may be feeling about my body, or that I
may be breastfeeding or whatever, I
almost cry. “I’ve definitely considered los-
ing weight - and when I have lost weight, I
tend to get a part. I mean, it’s not rocket
science. But I eat healthily, I’m a normal-
sized woman, and I’m still regarded, prob-
ably, as a fat actress.” Jessie is best
known for playing Lavender Brown in the
‘Harry Potter’ films but admitted she never
felt she was the right fit for the role.  She
said: “I was not a right fit for the industry
at that time. Lavender Brown is conven-
tionally pretty, no glasses, small. By the
time I went back to do the last film, I had
gained a bit of weight and I wasn’t that
person anymore.”

Kors ‘never
dreamed’ of his
fashion success

Michael Kors “never dreamed” he
would be as successful as he has
been. The 61-year-old fashion

designer created his eponymous clothing
company 40 years ago and admitted that
he never thought it would be a worldwide
brand. He told WWD: “40 years in, to see
men and women around the world wear-
ing my designs - in a million years, I never
dreamed. Toronto was my idea of a for-
eign city. But, of course, at the time, I
thought 30 was old. So it’s all relative.”
Kors and his husband Lance LePere have
spent the summer “revenge traveling,” in
Greece and Italy and attending live shows
in New York to make up for the COVID-19
lockdown last year.  He said: “We’re doing
it all. We’ve seen ‘Springsteen on
Broadway,’ which was spectacular and
exciting to see him back, and we did

Shakespeare in the Park just the other
night. It’s a precarious time, but I think
there’s real pent-up excitement and desire
to be together, communal. Community -
[shows] are all about that, fashion’s all
about that. I know women who are just
excited to be able to put on a pair of heels
and get out and get dressed.” Michael
recently celebrated his milestone 40 years
in the industry with a dinner co-hosted by
Lizzie Tisch and Naomi Watts.  Tisch said:
“He’s highly enjoyable. The fact that he’s
been in business - specifically that busi-
ness - for 40 years is quite an accom-
plishment.”

Hugh Jackman has undergone a
biopsy on his nose. The 52-year-old
actor - who has been treated for

skin cancer six times in the past - has
revealed he underwent a minor medical
procedure after his “amazing” dermatolo-
gists spotted something “irregular” on his
hooter during his routine check-up earlier
this week. Taking to his Twitter account on
Monday, he said: “I just went to see Lisa
and Trevor, my amazing dermatologist
and doctors. They saw something that
was a little irregular so they took a biopsy,
getting it checked. So if you see a shot of
me with this on, do not freak out.  Thank
you for your concern. I’ll let you know
what’s going on but they think it’s probably
fine.” The ‘Greatest Showman’ star previ-
ously called himself an “idiot” for not wear-
ing sunscreen when he was younger and
has advised his fans to take precautions
to prevent themselves from being
exposed to the harmful rays of the sun.
He said: “Don’t be like me. Wear sun-
screen, I’m the idiot who didn’t wear sun-
screen at all. “I have English parents but it
doesn’t matter actually what skin type you

are, everyone is susceptible and you
know, just be smart.  “It’s the most pre-
ventable disease in the world so do not
take my example or you can take my
example now and wear sunscreen.” Hugh
was first diagnosed with basal cell carci-
noma in 2013 and has had check-ups
every three months since. He explained in
2015: “It’s the new normal for me. My doc-
tor says I’ll likely have more, and if that’s
your cross to bear in life, you should be so
lucky. It’s always a bit of a shock just
hearing the word cancer.  Being an
Australian it’s a very common thing. “I
never wore sunscreen growing up so I
was a prime candidate for it.”

Khloe Kardashian wants to get her
daughter True a pet cat to help her
settle into their new home. The

‘Keeping Up with the Kardashians’ star
and her three-year-old girl are due to
move into their new pad in the coming
months, but Khloe has never had a pussy
before, so she’s been researching “good
kitten rescues” in Los Angeles and asked
her followers for some advice.  But as a
dog person, who was heartbroken when

her “fur baby” Labrador, Gabbana,
passed away in January 2018, when she
was pregnant with True, Khloe has admit-
ted she will probably end up getting a kit-
ten and a pooch. The Good American co-
founder tweeted: “My fur baby Gabbana
passed away when I was 6 months preg-
nant. Emotionally, I wasn’t ready for
another fur baby. But now that True is get-
ting older I figured I would get her a dog
once we got settled into the new house. I
desperately miss my Goober, it’s been
over 3 years and I’m finally ready. I know
a dog would be a great addition to our
home. Buttttt Miss True has a love for cats
and wants a cat. I have never owned a
cat before. I don’t know anything about
cats. I’ve been researching for weeks (lit-
erally). I’ve been trying to persuade her to

get a dog but she’s not falling for it.
Sooooooooooo does anyone know of any
good kitten rescues in Los Angeles.” The
37-year-old reality star continued: “I have
a few more months until I move. So I’m
trying to look into shelters and still do a lit-
tle more research until then. I’m sure a
move can be a little jarring for a three year
old, so I’m trying to get the kitten around
move-in time so True is excited for the
new house.” And when one follower sug-
gested she should get both a dog and a
cat, she replied: “I have a feeling I may
end up doing both. I know how much I
miss Gabbana. Not that I want to replace
her but I loved that connection with my
dog. So maybe I’ll get her a cat and me a
dog LOL.”


