
WASHINGTON: Reza Pahlavi, the son of Iran’s last
shah, believes the clerical state that toppled his father is
on the brink of crumbling. What Iranians need now, he
says, is stronger support from the West. As ultraconser-
vative Ebrahim Raisi was sworn in Tuesday as the eighth
president of the Islamic republic, Pahlavi, who lives in
exile near Washington, pointed to an election turnout
rate of 48.8 percent, the lowest since the 1979 revolu-
tion, as well as demonstrations first triggered by serious
water shortages. “Is the regime fragmented, is it fragile,
is it bordering on the precipice? Yes it is, but like any-
thing else, if you throw them a lifeline, they’ll catch a
second breath and survive a bit,” he told AFP in an
interview. “We have an opportunity to put the final nail
in the coffin. And we’re not asking the world to do that
for us; the people of Iran want to do it, but they need
some help.”

He said Western nations should support technology
to circumvent internet restrictions in Iran, disinvest from
the state and develop a “strike fund” to support workers
who wage nonviolent civil disobedience. Pahlavi, like
many others, has spoken before of the regime crum-
bling. But he insisted this time was different as forces
are “just killing people,” including “young people who
are thirsty and seeking their rights.”

“This isn’t a response that shows confidence or sta-
bility. It’s like a last effort to put out the flames,” he said.

‘Slap in the face’ 
Pahlavi described Raisi, born six weeks after the

prince in 1960, as a “butcher” and “perhaps one of the
darkest and most sinister individuals that the Islamic
Republic has ever produced.” As a prosecutor, Raisi is
linked to the mass executions of Marxists and other
leftists in 1988. “What’s the most shocking to us is not
so much how (Iranian) people are responding, but it’s
rather Western democracies, of whom we had the most
expectation, seem to be stabbing the people in the
back,” Pahlavi said.

He pointed to the decisions, notably of the European
Union, to attend the inauguration as “almost like a slap
in the face, to say the least,” by legitimizing Raisi. US
President Joe Biden’s administration, while criticizing
Raisi on human rights, engaged in months of fruitless
indirect talks with the previous, more moderate admin-
istration of Hassan Rouhani on reviving a 2015 nuclear
accord.

‘Symbol above the fray’ 
Sporting a crisp suit with a lapel pin the shape of

Iran bearing the imperial-era lion emblem, Pahlavi
speaks with a relaxed smile, and in exile has pursued
passions for nature photography and playing drums. His
priorities do not include restoring the 2,500-year-old
monarchy. Social media footage in recent years have

shown demonstrators voicing nostalgia for the Pahlavi
dynasty, an era when oil-producing Iran was rapidly
developing and enjoyed warm relations with the West,
although few see a groundswell of support for monar-
chists. Pahlavi said he was “republican in nature” and
that Iranians should decide whether they need a “sym-
bol above the fray”-who could be elected rather than
inheriting a throne.

The position could be “something totally new that
still is true to the spirit and the fabric and the culture of
a nation, but it is adapted to today’s rules of democracy
and self-governance,” he said.

Pahlavi voiced hope for a conference soon of the
Iranian opposition and said the future should eventually
be decided by a constituent assembly of “secular, dem-
ocratic forces.” Pahlavi said he is not advocating regime
change led by the US military-an idea that has little
support in Washington as it seeks to exit Afghanistan
and Iraq. But he said the United States needs a dialogue
with the opposition.

“We’re not saying don’t talk to Islamic Republic. You
need to have a channel of communication for the sake of
diplomacy, we all understand that,” he said. “But think-
ing that those who are part of the problem are going to
offer you a solution is madness.” — AFP
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WASHINGTON: Reza Pahlavi, son of the last Shah of Iran,
poses for a picture during an interview with AFP in
Washington, DC, on Tuesday. — AFP

NIEDERZISSEN, Germany: Sascha Hurtenbach, director of
the waste management center in Niederzissen, western
Germany, stands at the waste site. — AFP

KIRYAT: Zionist regime’s self-propelled howitzers fire towards Lebanon from the northern Jewish town of Kiryat
Shmona yesterday. — AFP

After historic floods, 
Germany grapples with 
mountains of debris
BERLIN: Near the villages devastated by historic
floods in Germany last month, waste centers are strug-
gling to sort a pile equivalent to a whole year’s worth
of refuse. “There’s not been anything like it in
Germany,” Sascha Hurtenbach, director of the waste
management center in Niederzissen, tells AFP, while
behind him diggers work to reduce the size of the
mounds of debris. “At the moment, we have about
35,000 tons of waste taken from the disaster zone
here, and we’ve already taken the same amount to a
landfill,” Hurtenbach says.

“There’s still a lot of debris sitting there.”
The waste site in Niederzissen sits about 20 kilo-

meters (12 miles) from the Ahr valley, where, on the
night of July 14, the river burst its banks and the waters
turned into a torrent. The villages along the Ahr, a trib-
utary of the Rhine, were ravaged by the high waters
and dozens of residents died.

Along the roads that lead to the valley, the mud has
turned to dust and convoys of dump trucks have
replaced the tourists that used to come here to enjoy
the once picturesque surroundings. The remains of a
broken life-washing machines, dishwashers, sofas,
fridges, chairs-are piled one on top of another in the
center at Niederzissen. They bear witness to the size of
the catastrophe that left at least 186 people dead in the
west of Germany. “We’re full,” says Hurtenbach. “We
can no longer accept any more than what leaves during
the day.” At the peak of the clean-up operation, a lorry
was arriving at the site in Niederzissen every minute.

And yet, what they have sorted so far is just the
start. Construction materials, tree trunks and branch-
es are still waiting to be taken away outside the hous-
es affected by the floods. About 170 workers have
been deployed to try to clear it all, more than four
times the normal staffing. The site itself is operating
seven days a week, but it is constrained by the avail-
ability of lorries to take waste on to landfill sites or
specialized recycling centers. “I don’t know how long
we can last,” Hurtenbach says. Of the 130,000 resi-
dents his center provides services for, only 30,000
have been directly affected by the floods. “For the
others, we still need to empty their bins and pick up
their waste as normal.” — AFP

Zionists fire into
Lebanon following
alleged rocket fire
BEIRUT: Zionist gunners fired three rounds of
artillery into south Lebanon yesterday in what they
claimed in retaliation for rocket attacks, the Jewish
army said, at a time of rising tensions between the
Jewish state and Iran.

“For the third time within two hours, the IDF
(army) struck along the Lebanese border,” the mili-
tary said in a statement, adding that artillery forces
“struck in Lebanese territory in response to the
rockets fired at Jewish territory earlier today.”
There were no immediate reports of casualties on
the Lebanese side. The Zionist army said three
rockets were fired from Lebanon into Jewish terri-
tory, though one fell short of the border. The others
struck near the northern town of Kiryat Shmona,
where air raid sirens sent residents into bomb shel-
ters. Medics of Magen David Adom, Zionist equiva-
lent of the Red Cross, said four people were treated
for “stress symptoms”.

The United Nations peacekeeping force in the
border region, UNIFIL, urged “maximum restraint”
after the exchange of fire on the day marking a year
since an explosion at Beirut’s port devastated

swathes of the Lebanese capital and killed more
than 200 people. Head of mission Major General
Stefano Del Col urged the two sides “to cease fire
and to exercise maximum restraint to avoid further
escalation, especially on this solemn anniversary”,
UNIFIL said in a statement, adding that it would
investigate.

The statement came shortly after Zionist Defense
Minister Benny Gantz said he had met with military
leaders and “instructed the officials to deliver a firm
message to UNIFIL following the attack”.

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett said he and Gantz
had been “briefed” on developments and were
overseeing Zionist response. Gantz said the govern-
ment would “not allow the social, political and eco-
nomic crisis in Lebanon to turn into a security
threat to Zionist entity.”

‘No reason for panic’ 
Kiryat Shmona mayor Avichai Stern told army

radio sirens that went off “in the middle of the day
with no warning”. Stern said firefighters were extin-
guishing a brushfire caused by rockets and that
bomb shelters would be opened if needed.

“There is no reason for panic,” Stern said. “We
are ready for any scenario.” The exchange of fire
comes days after Zionists and other states accused
Iran of carrying out an apparent drone attack on an
Jewish-linked tanker off Oman that killed two crew
members, and hinted at possible retaliation. Iran
denied the allegation and warned it would “respond
to any possible adventurism.” — AFP

South Sudan’s VP 
Machar deposed by 
party: Rival leaders
JUMA: South Sudan’s vice president Riek
Machar has been ousted as head of his party and
its armed forces, say rival leaders who accused
the rebel-turned-politician of no longer repre-
senting their interests. Machar, a pivotal figure in
South Sudan’s bloody road to independence and
subsequent civil war, was deposed following a
three-day gathering of senior SPLM/A-IO lead-
ers in the country’s far north, the party’s military
wing said. Its chief of staff, First Lieutenant
General Simon Gatwech Dual, was declared inter-
im leader of the opposition movement that gov-
erns the troubled country in a shaky alliance with
former enemies.

It is unclear what the putsch means for
Machar, a wily leader who survived years of bush
warfare, close attempts on his life and stretches in
exile. The military wing said Machar had “com-
pletely failed” to show leadership and greatly
weakened the party’s position in the post-war
coalition government formed between the warring
sides in early 2020.

Machar had engaged in a years-long “policy of
divide and rule” and favored nepotism over unity
or advancing their cause, according to a state-
ment signed by the SPLM/A-IO military leader-
ship and dated August 3. “As a result, the meeting
saw there was no option rather than to come up
with the decision and finally prompted to declare
the denouncement of Dr Riek Machar Teny
Dhurgon from the chairmanship of the SPLM/A-
IO,” the statement said.

Political disunity 
AFP has sought comment from Machar’s

spokesman in Juba. He served as vice president in
South Sudan’s first post-independence govern-
ment alongside his old rival, President Salva Kiir.

But the pair fell out and Machar was sacked
two years later. Troops loyal to each man turned
their guns on each other, and South Sudan
descended into five years of horrific bloodshed.

In 2018 — after a string of failed peace
accords and violated ceasefires-a fresh truce
paused the fighting that left nearly 400,000
South Sudanese dead. Under that arrangement,
Machar entered another unity government as
deputy to Kiir in February 2020. But distrust lin-
gered and cracks soon appeared, as key provi-
sions of the peace accords went unfulfilled. As the
process drifted Machar faced growing opposition
within his own ranks, with top cadres complaining
they had lost out under the power-sharing
arrangement struck with the ruling party. The
political disunity comes as South Sudan faces
economic disaster and its worst hunger crisis
since independence, with tens of thousands of
people enduring famine-like conditions in the
world’s youngest nation.  — AFP

Police officer 
killed in incident 
outside Pentagon
WASHINGTON: A police officer was killed at the
Pentagon’s mass transit terminal Tuesday in an incident
that forced the lockdown of the US military headquar-
ters, the Defense Department said. Employees in the
Pentagon building in Arlington, a suburb of
Washington, were ordered to shelter in place for more
than an hour after gunfire erupted in the bus and sub-
way station just yards (meters) from the entrance.

Officials said the site was secure 90 minutes after
the incident but declined to explain what happened.

“The incident is over, the scene is secure, and most
importantly there’s no continuing threat to our com-
munity,” said Woodrow Kusse, chief of the Pentagon
Force Protection Agency, which patrols the iconic five-
sided building. Kusse said there were “several injuries”
but would not provide details or confirm reports that

the officer was stabbed and died from his injuries, and
that the attacker was shot dead.

“This fallen officer died in the line of duty, helping
protect the tens of thousands of people who work in-
and who visit-the Pentagon on a daily basis,”
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said in a statement.

“He and his fellow officers are members of the
Pentagon family, and known to us all as professional,
skilled and brave.” Austin said the investigation into
the incident is continuing and said it should “proceed
unimpeded and without speculation.” Subway services
were temporarily suspended and buses headed to the
station were diverted to other stops.

Scores of police gathered outside the George
Washington University Hospital in Washington where
the officer was taken. “The Pentagon currently is on
lockdown due to an incident at the Pentagon Transit
Center. We are asking the public to please avoid the
area,” the Pentagon’s security force  tweeted after the
incident took place at about 10:37 am (1437 GMT).
Arlington County emergency services said they
encountered “multiple” people needing treatment at the
scene, without providing any more information.—AFP

ASEAN names top 
Brunei diplomat
as Myanmar envoy
YANGON: The Association of Southeast Asian
Nations yesterday appointed an envoy to Myanmar
after a months-long delay in diplomatic efforts to
resolve the coup-hit country’s political crisis. ASEAN’s
foreign ministers said in a joint statement, delayed by
internal wrangling, that they welcomed the appoint-
ment of Brunei Second Foreign Minister Erywan Yusof
as the bloc’s special envoy.

Member state Myanmar has been in political chaos
since the military junta ousted Aung San Suu Kyi’s
government in February, accusing it of fraud during
2020 elections. More than 900 people have since been
killed in the junta’s brutal crackdown on dissent,
according to a local monitoring group.

ASEAN, which operates on a premise of consensus
and non-interference, has been under global pressure
to help resolve the crisis. Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing
attended an ASEAN meeting in April that led to a
“consensus statement” that called for an immediate
end to violence and a regional special envoy. ASEAN’s
joint communique said the envoy’s task will include
“building trust and confidence” and he will have “full
access to all parties concerned”.

Yusof has already made one trip to Myanmar for
ASEAN since the coup, on June 4, where he met with

Min Aung Hlaing. The appointment of an envoy is
expected to clear the way for ASEAN to send emer-
gency aid to help authorities cope with a severe
Covid-19 outbreak.

Britain last week warned that half of Myanmar’s
population of 54 million could become infected within
two weeks, and the UN estimates that only 40 percent
of health facilities are able to function. Min Aung
Hlaing has promised to hold elections and lift a state of
emergency by August 2023, extending a timeline given
shortly after the coup. — AFP

YANGON: In this file photo, protesters prepare to burn
the flag of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) grouping, as they take part in a
flash mob demonstration against the military coup in
Yangon. —AFP


