
KUWAIT: Lebanon and its people are one of
Kuwait’s top priorities, the Gulf state’s prime minis-
ter said, calling on all countries to stand by Lebanon
as it faces political, economic and security instabili-
ty. His Highness Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah made that statement as he chaired the
Kuwaiti delegation at the third international confer-
ence to support Lebanon yesterday.

The online conference was called for by French
President Emmanuel Macron and UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres. The Kuwaiti delegation
included Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of
State for the Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and Assistant
Foreign Minister for Arab World affairs Ambassador
Fahad Al-Awadhi. In his speech at the event, His
Highness Sheikh Sabah conveyed the greetings of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, and His Highness’ wishes for a suc-
cessful conference for the benefit of Lebanon.

Encouraging dialogue between all Lebanese
parties is the best way to achieve stability in the
country and form a balanced government in the
light of the law, he noted. The Kuwaiti Premier also
called for activating international initiatives to sup-

port the country financially in the face of the cur-
rent economic crisis. Meanwhile, His Highness said
that the meeting comes in the first anniversary of
the Beirut port explosion, adding that the
Lebanese people are still suffering the impact of
the disaster to this day.

Kuwait was one of the first countries to aid
Lebanon immediately after the explosion, pledging
$30 million to reconstruct the damaged areas, while
also sending food aid and medicines on airplanes,
His Highness affirmed. Kuwait had also supported
Lebanon throughout the past decades through
projects executed by the Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) since 1966 until
now. The projects included health, education, trans-
portation, reconstruction and other fields.
Moreover, Kuwait provided financial support to
Lebanon to face the needs of Syrian refugees, who
Lebanon host, said His Highness Sheikh Sabah.
Kuwait is also working on fulfilling its loan program,
pledged during the Paris conference to support
developmental sectors in Lebanon, while the coun-
try also supported Lebanon’s health sector in the
face of the coronavirus, he added. 

Kuwait’s Prime Minister reiterated his coun-

try’s stand alongside Lebanon a year after a dev-
astating port blast left much of its capital city in
ruin. “We meet today a year after the Beirut port
blast  to demonstrate our support for the
Lebanese people who have suffered a lot,” the
Kuwaiti prime minister said. On the talks, he said

it was a “show of solidarity” to prove the interna-
tional community’s support for Lebanon. A pow-
erful port blast rocked the Lebanese capital
Beirut a year ago, causing large-scale destruction
in a country already in the throes of its worst
economic crisis in decades. — KUNA
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Kuwait Premier calls for int’l
cooperation to support Lebanon

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (center) chairs the
Kuwaiti delegation at the third international conference to support Lebanon yesterday. — KUNA

Kuwait stands alongside Lebanon a year after port blast

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance
Minister and State Minister for
Economic Affairs Khalifa Hamada
held talks yesterday with the US
and UK’s ambassadors as part of
efforts to forge closer trilateral
economic relations. The minister’s
talks with Alina Romanowski and
Belinda Lewis, individually, focused
on efforts to cushion the economic
blow from the COVID pandemic, in
addition to matters of mutual con-
cern, said a Kuwaiti foreign min-

istry statement. The British envoy
commended Kuwait for the steps
the country has taken towards
broad reforms and its efforts to
establish an increasingly diverse
economy, added the statement. The
US diplomat’s talks with the
Kuwaiti minister centered on simi-
lar issues, chief among them eco-
nomic and financial reforms and
efforts to give impetus to small and
medium-sized development proj-
ects, it said. —KUNA

Kuwait eyes closer
economic ties with US, UK 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance Minister and State Minister for
Economic Affairs Khalifa Hamada meets US Ambassador to
Kuwait Alina Romanowski. — KUNA photos

Kuwait’s Finance Minister and State Minister for Economic
Affairs Khalifa Hamada meets UK Ambassador to Kuwait
Belinda Lewis.

Residents vaccinated
in Kuwait can travel
easily to high-risk
countries: Minister
KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah said the health system faces a number of
challenges in the coming period. He said the most
notable challenge is returning to school, in addition
to variants of the virus.

“Indicators are optimistic towards the return to
normal life, as the number of people infected with
the coronavirus is on the wane, including hospital
in-patients and those in ICUs,” Al-Jarida daily
wrote yesterday in a report quoting the health min-
ister. “This goes along with the increased vaccina-
tion rates due to efforts by the health ministry to
surround Kuwait with a fortified fence of precau-
tionary measures to safeguard citizens and resi-
dents despite a barrage of criticism.”

About residents from high-risk countries, Sheikh
Dr Basel said they can leave Kuwait and return eas-
ily as per health protocols, including that they
should have two doses of an approved vaccine in
Kuwait. As for those who were vaccinated abroad,

their certificates must be approved online through
the health ministry website within five days. Only
then can they enter the country.

Sheikh Basel said the current pandemic situation
around the world is not stable and the virus has
spread all over the globe. He insisted WHO is
amazed with Kuwait’s performance in dealing with
the pandemic, particularly PCR tests that reach
16,000 swabs daily. He said it is necessary to com-
ply with health protocols to protect against the
virus and its variants, most important of which is
getting vaccinated, maintaining social distancing
and avoiding gatherings. 

Dr Basel Al-Sabah

2,500 fake 
companies closed
during pandemic
KUWAIT: The coronavirus pandemic enabled the
Public Authority for Manpower and the Interior
Ministry, along with other government agencies,
to uncover around 2,500 bogus companies since
the start of the pandemic and close their files, A
local daily reported yesterday. The partial and
total curfews revealed the extent of suffering the
iqama trade caused and the abuse of absconding
and violating laborers by making them work on a
daily basis, which called for mobilizing govern-
ment agencies to start closing the files of violating
companies, arrest those involved and send them to

the prosecution.
Public Authority for Manpower inspectors, in

coordination with residency detectives, are focusing
on arresting those reported absconding to face
legal action, Al-Qabas reported quoting authority
sources. They said the tripartite committee’s activi-
ties will be expanded by inspecting companies that
employ those who are not under their sponsorship.
As for trading in residencies, sources said the labor
protection sector receives complaints with regards
to getting a residency permit in exchange of money,
as cases will be investigated and referred to con-
cerned authorities.

Sources said 175 suspects employing illegal
workers and selling residencies were arrested dur-
ing the first half of this year, including owners of
businesses and mandoubs. They said the Public
Authority for Manpower and the Interior Ministry
suspended more than 2,200 files for companies
involved in selling residencies. 

Kuwait mulls travel
ban to force traffic
fines’ payment
KUWAIT: The interior ministry plans to issue a
decision banning residents from traveling unless
they pay their traffic fines, in addition to linking
the ministry with other government agencies to
halt the processing of any transactions of citizens
and residents who have traffic violations.

A source said this procedure is carried out in
all GCC countries, so the traffic sector is con-
templating presenting a proposal to issue a

decision to regulate the collection of traffic fines
from citizens and residents. “Accumulated fines
are estimated at millions of dinars, particularly
as there are large amounts owed by violators
who are now dead or imprisoned, in addition to
many residents who left the country for good,”
the source noted.

Meanwhile, sources said among the proposals
is to have special offices at border outlets to col-
lect fines and link the customs department and
the interior ministry to stop any vehicle from
leaving if it has traffic violations, especially as
there is no law that bans citizens from traveling if
they have violations on their record. The sources
said the traffic department is also studying the
possibility of sending an SMS alert to a violator
immediately after registering the violation.


