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 News in brief

MoH reports major decline  
in coronavirus indicators

Government says shisha to be allowed after 17-month ban
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Health Ministry Spokesman Dr Abdullah 
Al-Sanad said all indicators related to the coron-
avirus pandemic in Kuwait dropped substantially 
this week compared to last week. He said the num-
ber of new coronavirus cases has dropped by a sig-
nificant 28.3 percent, the number of active cases 
have declined by 25.5 percent, the number of coro-
navirus patients in hospitals slid by 18.4 percent and 
the number of patients in intensive care units was 
8.4 percent lower. 

The infection rate compared to the number of 
PCR tests also shrunk by 2.23 percent this week 
compared to last week, and yesterday registered 
6.8 percent, which is still high by international stan-
dards. The rate should be below 5 percent. The min-
istry of health yesterday reported 851 new cases, 
bringing the total number of coronavirus cases 
detected by Kuwait since the outbreak of the pan-
demic to over 400,000 cases. 

The ministry said the number of patients in hos-
pitals dropped to only 814, and those in intensive 
care units went down to 267 patients, while the 

number of active cases declined to 9,748. Last 
week, the government decided to end all closures in 
the country except gatherings and weddings and 
lifted all restrictions on commercial activities. 

Citing informed sources at the Cabinet, Al-Jarida 
Arabic daily reported yesterday that cafes can offer 
shisha after a ban that lasted almost 17 months. The 
newspaper also quoted Health Minister Sheikh Dr 
Basel Al-Sabah as saying that expats who have 
been fully vaccinated in Kuwait can leave for high-
risk countries and return to Kuwait easily. 

Expats who have been vaccinated outside 

Kuwait must upload the electronic vaccination cer-
tificate to the health ministry website and the cer-
tificates will be verified within five working days. A 
green color will appear on the Immune application 
and these expats can return to the country, the min-
ister added. 

Meanwhile, MP Ahmad Al-Azemi yesterday criti-
cized the health minister for “failing” in the vaccina-
tion campaign, claiming the minister could not con-
vince all people to take the vaccine, and is now try-
ing to impose it on them, committing a violation of 
the constitution.

BEIRUT: Protesters stand next to a fire along a main street during clashes with security forces near the parlia-
ment yesterday, on the first anniversary of the blast that ravaged the capital’s port and the city. — AFP  

BEIRUT: Thousands of grief-stricken Lebanese 
yesterday marked a year since a cataclysmic explo-
sion ravaged Beirut, protesting impunity over the 
country’s worst peacetime disaster at a time when 
its economy was already in tatters. Not far from a 
solemn remembrance service being held at the 
“ground zero” site of the blast, a group of protest-
ers scuffled with riot police near the entrance to 
parliament, whose members have been accused of 
stalling a probe into the disaster. 

Police fired tear gas, water cannons and rubber 
bullets at demonstrators lobbing stones, firecrackers 
and Molotov cocktails, in clashes which the Red 
Cross said left more than 50 injured. Mournful tunes 
rang out above central Beirut, as crowds walked 
towards the dockside, many brandishing posters 
demanding accountability over the disaster. 

On August 4, 2020, a stock of ammonium nitrate 

fertilizer haphazardly stored at the city’s port 
exploded and left swathes of the Lebanese capital 
looking like a war zone. What went down as one of 
the largest non-nuclear blasts in history killed at 
least 214 people, levelled entire neighborhoods, 
irreparably scarred the nation’s psyche and deep-
ened the country’s economic abyss. 

At the clock struck 6:07 pm, the exact time of 
the blast, thousands observed a minute’s silence on 
the empty highway running past the obliterated 
port, the ruins of its grain silos basking in the 
evening sunshine. Sandra Abras, 43, said she had 
come to pay respect to the victims after she was 
lucky to survive the explosion, but her home was 
ravaged in the blast. 

“We weren’t able to return home for a month and a 
half... We fixed it with our own money,” she said, 
adding she suffered strong headaches for months after 
the event. Lawyers, doctors and engineers also joined 
in to pay tribute to those who perished in the blast, 
whose shockwave was felt as far away as Cyprus. 

Port workers were buried under gutted grain 
silos in the explosion, commuters crushed to death 
and residents lacerated by supersonic shards of 
glass bled out in their homes. 
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Indonesia hits 100,000 deaths 
 
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s coronavirus death toll 
topped 100,000 yesterday as the country 
struggles to control the spread of the Delta 
variant. Southeast Asia’s biggest economy has 
now detected Delta in dozens of regions since it 
was first found in the archipelago in June. 
Scores of Indonesians are dying at home, 
unable to access hospital care or medical oxy-
gen supplies as health care facilities are 
stretched to the limit. — AFP 

Iran COVID cases top 4 million 
 
TEHRAN: COVID infections in Iran surged 
again yesterday, hitting a new one-day record 
for a third straight day and taking total cases to 
more than four million. Iran registered 39,357 
new cases in the 24 hours to yesterday, taking 
the total since the pandemic started to 
4,019,084, the health ministry said. It recorded 
409 deaths over the same period taking the 
total in Iran to 92,194.  — AFP 

Lightning kills 16 in Bangladesh  
 
DHAKA: Several lightning bolts hit a 
Bangladesh wedding party within a few sec-
onds yesterday, killing 16 people and injuring 
the groom, officials said. The group had just left 
a boat at the riverside town of Shibganj to take 
shelter from the thunderstorm when the light-
ning struck, a government administrator for the 
town said. The bride was not with the wedding 
party, Sakib Al-Rabby told AFP, confirming 16 
people died as several bolts struck within a few 
seconds of each other. — AFP 

DUBAI: The suspected hijacking of a ship in the 
Gulf of Oman has ended and the vessel is safe, a 
British maritime security agency said yesterday, 
days after a deadly attack on a tanker in the region. 
Oman yesterday named the vessel as the Panama-
flagged Asphalt Princess, an asphalt and bitumen 

tanker, and said it had deployed aircraft and naval 
ships to the area. 

Since February, Iran and its archenemy the 
Zionist entity have been accused of engaging in a 
“shadow war”, in which vessels linked to each 
nation have come under attack in waters around the 
Gulf in tit-for-tat exchanges. It follows a July 29 
reported drone attack off Oman on the Zionist-
linked MT Mercer Street tanker that left two dead, 
and which the United States and the Zionist entity 
blamed on Iran, but which was denied by Tehran. 

An Omani maritime security source said yester-
day the Asphalt Princess had been involved in “a 
hijacking incident in international waters”. “The 

Royal Air Force of Oman is carrying out sorties near 
the area, while the Royal Navy of Oman deployed a 
number of ships from its fleet to help secure inter-
national waters in the region,” the source said, 
quoted in a defense ministry statement. 

“Boarders have left the vessel. Vessel is safe. 
Incident complete,” United Kingdom Maritime 
Trade Operations (UKMTO) tweeted, without elab-
orating. The shipping industry intelligence site 
Lloyd’s List reported that armed men had boarded 
the Asphalt Princess and ordered it to sail to Iran. 
The UKMTO said the “potential hijack” of the ship 
took place 60 miles east of UAE emirate of Fujairah 
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GENEVA: The WHO yesterday called for a 
moratorium on COVID-19 vaccine booster shots 
until at least the end of September to address the 
drastic inequity in dose distribution between rich 
and poor nations. World Health Organization 
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus urged the 
countries and companies controlling the supply 
of doses to change course immediately and pri-
oritize less wealthy states. 

The UN health agency has for months raged 
against the glaring and growing imbalance, 
branding it a moral outrage. The Zionist entity 
last month began rolling out a booster shot for 
the over-60s, while Germany said Tuesday it 
would start offering third doses of the two-shot 
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines from 
September. — AFP 

WHO wants halt  
on COVID vaccine  
booster shots

LONDON: More than three decades may have 
passed since they were held as human shields by 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq, but those caught up in the 
ordeal still want answers. Passengers who were tak-
en off British Airways Flight 149 in Kuwait on Aug 2, 
1990 want the UK government to admit liability, 
apologize and release a secret report about what 
really happened. 

A new book, “Operation Trojan Horse”, claims 
the authorities in London used the flight to deploy 
nine military intelligence officials in Kuwait and 
knew the civilians risked capture. Author Stephen 
Davis said the plane landed despite Britain receiv-
ing US intelligence announcing the Iraqi invasion 
three hours and 45 minutes beforehand and the 
control tower in Kuwait turning away all other 
flights that night. 

Shortly afterwards, Iraqi jets pounded the run-
way with bombs before tanks and troops surround-

ed the airport as Kuwaiti defenses capitulated. 
Some of the 367 passengers and crew who were 
taken off the Kuala Lumpur-bound jet spent more 
than four months in captivity. They were placed at 
sites throughout Iraq thought likely to be targeted 
by a Western military coalition. 

One of them, Barry Manners, 55, was travelling 
with his then-boyfriend to Malaysia at the time. He 
said in London this week that the “conspiracy of 
silence” about what happened had destroyed his 
faith in authority. “It’s the antithesis of every value 
you were taught, the whole essence of Western 
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LONDON: Journalist and author Stephen Davis poses 
with his new book Operation Trojan Horse outside 
the Frontline Club on Aug 2, 2021. — AFP 


