
TOKYO: Jamaica’s Elaine Thompson-Herah made 
history with the Olympic sprint “double-double” yes-
terday, as superstar gymnast Simone Biles stared 
down the dreaded “twisties” to bravely win bronze. 

Thompson-Herah’s blistering 200 meters win, fol-
lowing her brilliant 100m victory, made her the first 
woman to win both Olympic sprints twice in a row, 
evoking memories of her retired compatriot Usain 
Bolt. It rounded off a stunning day on the track, when 
Norway’s Karsten Warholm obliterated his own 
400m hurdles world record and Athing Mu, 19, 
became the first American woman to win the 800m in 
53 years. 

Thompson-Herah’s 21.53sec was the second 
fastest ever seen after Florence Griffith Joyner’s 
world record of 21.34, set at the drug-tarnished 1988 
Seoul Olympics. As well as becoming the first woman 
to claim a 100m-200m “double-double”, the 29-
year-old is the only female track and field athlete to 
win four individual Olympic golds. “It really means a 
lot to me to be in that history book, because I’ve 
been through a lot and it tells my story,” the Jamaican 
said. Namibia’s Christine Mboma, who was only run-
ning the 200m because she is barred from her pre-
ferred 400m for elevated testosterone levels, took 
silver in 21.81, while the USA’s Gabby Thomas took 
bronze in 21.87. 

Gymnast Biles had pulled out of her other finals as 
she battled the “twisties”, a disorientating mental 
block, but she returned in medal-winning style to 
high excitement at the Ariake Gymnastics Centre. The 
American four-time gold-medalist, widely considered 
the “GOAT” (Greatest Of All Time) put in a solid rou-
tine including a double backward somersault and 
double pike dismount, smiling broadly as she was 
congratulated by her teammates. 

Biles was lying in the silver medal position until 
the final competitor, 16-year-old Chinese Guan 
Chenchen, stepped up and scored 14.633 points to 
take first place, pushing teammate Tang Xijing into 
silver. “I was just happy to be able to perform 
regardless of the outcome,” said Biles, who revealed 
her aunt died two days ago. “I did it for me and I was 
proud of myself for being able to compete one more 
time.” China’s double world champion Zou Jingyuan 
won the men’s parallel bars and Japan’s all-around 
winner Daiki Hashimoto, 19, completed a breakout 
Olympics with gold in the horizontal bar. 

Hurdles epic 
Earlier, the Olympic Stadium witnessed one of the 

great races when Warholm shattered his own world 
record by nearly 0.8sec in an epic 400m hurdles final. 
The 25-year-old stormed over the line in 45.94 sec-
onds, pushed hard down the home straight by USA 
rival Rai Benjamin, who took silver in 46.17 — the sec-
ond fastest in history. “I dream about it like a maniac,” 
Warholm said, adding: “I didn’t touch one hurdle. I was 
even able to find another gear coming home, so ‘wow’. 
It’s just so big.” 

There was more drama in the women’s long jump, 
when Germany’s Malaika Mihambo snatched gold 
from former champion Brittney Reese with her last 
leap of the competition. Mihambo, 27, was lying in the 
bronze medal position ahead of her final jump, but 
powered down the runway to register a season’s best 
of 7.00 metres and Reese could not respond. Nigeria’s 
Ese Brume took bronze. 

“It was, I think, the most exciting women’s long 
jump competition in history,” said Mihambo. Swedish 
world record-holder Armand Duplantis leapt 6.02m to 
take pole vault gold, and Poland’s Anita Wlodarczyk 
won the women’s hammer for the third straight Games 
with a heave of 78.48m. In cycling, Germany won the 
women’s team pursuit gold in a world-record time of 
4:04.242, and the Netherlands won the team sprint — 
their first men’s track title since 1936. Briton Jason 
Kenny’s silver in the team sprint made him the first 
track cyclist to win eight Olympic medals, just minutes 
after his wife, Laura, won her fifth medal in the team 
pursuit. Sena Irie became the first Japanese woman to 
win Olympic boxing gold, defeating Nesthy Petecio of 
the Philippines on unanimous points to take the feath-
erweight title. And France’s Bassa Mawem led the 
men’s combined qualifications with 5.45sec in speed 
climbing, one of the sports that is making its debut as 
the Olympics seeks to reach new audiences. — AFP 
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Sensational Thompson-Herah seals 
‘double-double’, Biles wins brave bronze 

Tokyo Olympics medals table after yesterday’s 
events (G = Gold, S = Silver, B = Bronze, T= 
Total): 

                                                  G      S     B     T

TOKYO: Jamaica’s Elaine Thompson-Herah crosses the finish line to win the women’s 200m final during the Tokyo 2020 
Olympic Games at the Olympic Stadium in Tokyo yesterday. —  AFP 

China                                      32     21   16   69  
United States                          24     28   21   73 
Japan                                      19     6     11    36  
Australia                                  14     4     15   33  
Russian Olympic Committee  13     21   18   52 
Great Britain                            13     17   13   43 
Germany                                   8     8     14   30  
France                                       6     10   8     24  
Netherlands                              6     7     7     20  
South Korea                              6     4     9     19 
New Zealand                             6     4     5     15 
Italy                                           5     9     15   29 
Hungary                                    4     4     3     11  
Cuba                                         4     3     4     11  
Czech Republic                         4     3     1     8 
Canada                                     3     4     7     14 
Switzerland                               3     4     5     12 
Brazil                                         3     3     8     14 
Croatia                                      3     3     2     8   
Taiwan                                       2     4     4     10 
Sweden                                     2     3     0     5   
Poland                                       2     2     2     6   
Denmark                                   2     1     3     6   
Jamaica                                    2     1     2     5   
Norway                                      2     1     1     4   
Slovenia                                    2     1     1     4   
Ecuador                                    2     1     0     3   
Greece                                      2     0     1     3   
Uzbekistan                                2     0     1     3   
Kosovo                                      2     0     0     2   
Qatar                                         2     0     0     2   
Spain                                         1     4     4     9   
Georgia                                     1     4     1     6   
Romania                                   1     3     0     4   
Venezuela                                 1     3     0     4   
Hong Kong                                1     2     0     3 
Slovakia                                    1     2     0     3   
South Africa                              1     2     0     3 
Austria                                       1     1     3     5   
Indonesia                                  1     1     3     5   
Serbia                                       1     1     3     5   
Belgium                                     1     1     1     3   
Ethiopia                                     1     1     1     3   
Philippines                                1     1     0     2   
Tunisia                                      1     1     0     2   
Turkey                                       1     0     5     6   
Ireland                                       1     0     2     3   
Zionist entity                              1     0     2     3 
Belarus                                      1     0     1     2   
Estonia                                      1     0     1     2   
Fiji                                             1     0     1     2   
Iran                                            1     0     1     2   
Latvia                                        1     0     1     2   
Bermuda                                   1     0     0     1   
Morocco                                    1     0     0     1   
Puerto Rico                               1     0     0     1 
Thailand                                    1     0     0     1   
Armenia                                    0     2     1     3   
Colombia                                   0     2     1     3   
Dominican Republic                  0     2     1     3 
Ukraine                                     0     1     6     7   
Mongolia                                   0     1     2     3   
Portugal                                    0     1     2     3   
India                                          0     1     1     2   
Kenya                                        0     1     1     2   
Kirghyzstan                               0     1     1     2   
Nigeria                                      0     1     1     2   
San Marino                               0     1     1     2 
Uganda                                     0     1     1     2   
Bulgaria                                     0     1     0     1   
Jordan                                       0     1     0     1   
Namibia                                     0     1     0     1   
North Macedonia                      0     1     0     1 
Turkmenistan                            0     1     0     1   
Azerbaijan                                 0     0     3     3   
Kazakhstan                               0     0     3     3   
Mexico                                      0     0     3     3   
Egypt                                         0     0     2     2   
Argentina                                  0     0     1     1   
Finland                                      0     0     1     1   
Ghana                                       0     0     1     1   
Ivory Coast                                0     0     1     1 
Kuwait                                       0     0     1     1   
Malaysia                                    0     0     1     1   

 
 

Superb Asensio puts 
Spain into football 
final against Brazil 
 
 
TOKYO: Spain will play reigning champions 
Brazil in the Olympic men’s football final after 
Marco Asensio’s superb extra-time winner yes-
terday secured a 1-0 victory over host nation 
Japan in Saitama. The Real Madrid winger came 
off the bench as a substitute and curled in a ter-
rific strike in the 115th minute, sending Spain 
through to a first Olympic final since they fin-
ished runners-up at the 2000 Games in Sydney. 

Japan will take on Mexico in Friday’s bronze 
medal match. Mexico lost 4-1 on penalties to 
Brazil in Kashima following 120 goalless minutes. 
Having needed a last-gasp equalizer against 
Ivory Coast in the previous round before pre-
vailing 5-2 after extra time, Spain created the 
better chances over the 90 minutes against 
Japan without making a breakthrough. 

Japan goalkeeper Kosei Tani produced a key 
save to deny Rafa Mir in the first half, while VAR 
intervened to overturn a penalty awarded to 
Spain after a tackle by Maya Yoshida on Mikel 
Merino. Takefusa Kubo had a shot batted away 
by Unai Simon before Japan withstood a late 
siege, as Kou Itakura threw himself in the way of 
Martin Zubimendi’s strike before Mir fired 
against the legs of Tani. As a shootout beckoned 
Asensio conjured up a touch of magic, spinning 
free inside the area and bending his effort 
beyond Tani’s despairing dive. 

Earlier, Brazil goalkeeper Santos saved 
Eduardo Aguirre’s penalty in a shootout before 
Johan Vasquez smacked the post with Mexico’s 
second attempt. Dani Alves, Gabriel Martinelli, 
Bruno Guimaraes and Reinier all scored for 
Brazil, who will be appearing in a fifth Olympic 
final in Yokohama. “It’s very special to be able to 
take part in an Olympic Games and to get to the 
final. It’s a really happy moment for me,” said 
veteran Brazil captain Alves, who at 38 is one of 
three over-age players in the squad. “Since the 
very start we set ourselves the aim of seeking 
going, and I think we are deservedly in the final.” 

Mexico, who beat Brazil to win gold at 
London 2012, had scored 14 goals in four match-
es in this year’s tournament — including six in 
their quarter-final victory over South Korea. 
Their best period against a disciplined Brazil 
came at the end of the first half as Luis Romo 
forced an excellent save from Santos, with Uriel 
Antuna’s goalbound effort then blocked by 
Diego Carlos. — AFP 

Durant leads USA 
into semi-final 
against Australia 
 
 
SAITAMA: The United States kept their basketball 
gold medal dreams on track Tuesday by sweeping past 
world champions Spain 95-81 and into the semi-finals, 
while Olympic debutants Slovenia crushed Germany to 
set up a last-four clash with France. 

Sharp-shooting Brooklyn Nets star Kevin Durant 
poured in 29 points and four assists for the Americans 
while Boston’s Jayson Tatum chipped in with 13, nulli-
fying Ricky Rubio’s dazzling 38-point spree for Spain. 
The three-time defending champions will next face 
Patty Mills’ Australia, who convincingly beat Argentina 
97-59, for a place in Saturday’s final. 

World number three Australia are yet to finish on 
the podium at the Olympic Games, despite contesting 
the bronze medal match on four occasions. But with 
NBA stars like Mills and Joe Ingles in their ranks they 
believe they have enough firepower to break the 
drought in Japan. 

Slovenia progressed on the back of 27 points from 
Zoran Dragic and another 20 from Dallas Mavericks 
star Luka Doncic in their 94-70 rout of Germany. They 
will meet France who edged Italy 84-75 in a nail-biter, 
with Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert drilling 22 points 
and fellow NBA mainstay Evan Fournier getting 21. 

Gregg Popovich’s USA team came to Tokyo with 
two shock defeats in exhibition games and then 
crashed in their opener against eventual Group A win-
ners France — their first defeat at an Olympics since 
2004. But they have steadied the ship and came 
through a see-sawing clash after knuckling down in 

the final stretch to go 13-0 against their rivals in 
Olympic competition. 

“We’re in a good spot right now. Guys are starting 
to understand their roles and just get more comfort-
able within the team,” said Durant. “I love how we 
stuck with it throughout this whole period of time and 
guys started figuring out what we need to do. We’re 
supposed to be here (in the semis). For us it’s about 
getting a gold.” 

Minnesota Timberwolves guard Rubio drilled 13 
points to put Spain into a 21-19 lead after the first 
quarter as the US gave up a seven-point advantage. 
They traded the lead in a back-and-forth second quar-
ter before Spain went on a 10-point run to move 39-29 
clear. But inspired by Durant, the US fought back and 
two points inside the paint from Devin Booker with 
seconds to go drew them level 43-43 at the break. 

 
Tough shots 

The tide looked to turn in the third period with the 
US building a 22-6 streak to take charge before Spain 
regained ground to go into the final quarter just six 
points adrift at 69-63. With their reputation at stake 
— they have medalled in all 18 Olympics they have 
competed at, winning 15 golds, a silver and two bronze 
— the USA put their heads down to ensure they 
stayed in the tournament. 

“They made some tough shots in the third quarter 
and we could not contain their firepower,” said Spain’s 
Los Angeles Lakers center Marc Gasol. “They made 
shots: 95 points is too many for us to win a game.” 

Earlier, world number 16 Slovenia continued their 
dream run against a German side ranked a place below 
them. “We knew it was not going to be an easy game. 
Even though everybody before the game expected us 
to win easy, it wasn’t easy,” said Slovenia coach 
Aleksander Sekulic. “These guys, they put their hearts 
out on the court.”—AFP 

SAITAMA: USA’s Kevin Wayne Durant goes for a dunk past Spain’s Ricard Rubio (right) in the men’s quar-
ter-final basketball match between Spain and USA during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Saitama 
Super Arena in Saitama yesterday. — AFP 


