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China to release 
updated climate 
plans ‘in near future’
HONG KONG: China’s climate envoy yesterday said
the world’s most populous nation would release its
updated plans to reduce carbon emissions “in the near
future” as nations prepare to meet later this year for a
pivotal global conference. Climate negotiators from
196 countries and the European Union as well as busi-
nesses, experts and world leaders will gather in
Glasgow in November for the COP26 summit.

The meeting is the crucial next step in getting the
world’s nations to agree to the kind of reduction in car-
bon emissions needed to stave off catastrophic climate
change. Under the Paris Agreement, countries are
meant to have submitted updated 2030 climate targets
ahead of COP26. But nearly half have yet to do so,
including key global emitters like China and India.
Yesterday, China’s top climate negotiator said Beijing’s
updated plans would soon be released, potentially
before the Glasgow meet. “In the near future relevant
policy papers will be out there, there will be detailed
implementation plans,” Xie Zhenhua told an online
webinar organized by the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology.

“Then we’re going to talk about that support to the
UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow,” he
added, according to a simultaneous English translation
of his speech. The United Nations is pushing for a
global coalition committed to net zero carbon emis-
sions by 2050 which will cover all countries. China has
said it will aim for carbon neutrality by 2060.

The 2015 Paris Agreement adopted a collective
promise to cap the planet’s rising surface temperature
at “well below” two degrees Celsius and an aspira-
tional limit on 1.5 degrees.

Many scientists now say 1.5 degrees must be
reached to effectively tackle climate change and say
huge emitters like China will be crucial in making that a
reality. Record-smashing heatwaves, floods and
drought across three continents in recent weeks-all
amplified by global warming-have added pressure for
decisive action in Glasgow. China is reluctant to com-
mit to 1.5 degrees. “Some countries are pushing to
rewrite the Paris Agreement,” Xie said. “That is, they
want to strive to change the target of control for the
rise of temperature from two degrees Celsius to 1.5
degrees Celsius.” —AFP

KANDAHAR: Residents were urged yesterday to
evacuate a besieged Afghan city as the army pre-
pared a major offensive against  Taleban insurgents
after three days of heavy fighting. The Taleban have
seized control of much of rural Afghanistan since
foreign forces began the last stage of their with-
drawal in May, but are now focused on capturing
provincial capitals, where they are meeting stiffer
resistance.

Fighting is raging for Lashkar Gah, the capital of
southern Helmand province, with the United
Nations saying at least 40 civilians were killed in
the last 24 hours. General Sami Sadat, commander
of the 215 Maiwand Afghan Army Corps, told resi-
dents to get out as soon as they could.

“Please leave as soon as possible so that we can
start our operation,” he said in a message to the city
of 200,000 delivered via the media. “I know it is
very difficult for you to leave your houses — it is
hard for us too — but if you are displaced for a few
days, please forgive us.

We are fighting the  Taleban wherever they are.
We will fight them... we will not leave a single
Taleban alive,” he said. Officials said earlier that
insurgents had seized more than a dozen local radio
and TV stations in Lashkar Gah, leaving only one
pro- Taleban channel broadcasting Islamic pro-
gramming.

“Deepening concern for Afghan civilians... as
fighting worsens,” the UN Assistance Mission for
Afghanistan (UNAMA) tweeted. “UN urges imme-
diate end to fighting in urban areas.”

‘ Taleban are everywhere’ 
“Fighting was intense this morning,” said

Sefatullah, director of Sukon radio in the city. He
said US and Afghan air force planes had pounded

Taleban positions, and that fighting was ongoing
near the city’s prison and a building housing the
headquarters of police and intelligence agencies. In
recent days, the US military has intensified air
strikes across the country in a bid to stem  Taleban
advances.

“The  Taleban are everywhere in the city, you
can see them on motorcycles in the streets. They
are arresting or shooting people who have smart-
phones,” a resident of Lashkar Gah told AFP on
condition of anonymity.

“The Taleban are in the people’s houses and the
government is bombing them. About 20 houses in
my neighborhood have been bombed, they are
fighting street-to-street battles,” he said. The loss of
Lashkar Gah would be a massive strategic and psy-
chological blow for the government, which has
pledged to defend cities at all costs after losing
much of the rural countryside to the Taleban over
the summer.

In the western city of Herat, also under siege,
hundreds of residents chanted “Allah-u Akbar”
(God is greatest) from their rooftops Monday night
after government forces countered the latest
Taleban assault. Officials said government forces
had managed to push back the insurgents from sev-
eral  parts of Herat — including near the airport,
which is vital for resupplies.

‘War crimes’ 
Washington and London meanwhile accused the

Taleban of committing atrocities that may amount
to “war crimes” in the town of Spin Boldak, which
the insurgents captured last month along the border
with Pakistan. Afghanistan’s Independent Human
Rights Commission earlier said the insurgents had
indulged in revenge killings there of at least 40

people.
“The  Taleban chased and identified past and

present government officials and killed these people
who had no combat role in the conflict,” the group
said. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the
international recognition the  Taleban want will not
be possible if they seek “to take the country by

force and commits the kind of atrocities that have
been reported”.

Fighting across the country has displaced around
80,000 children from the start of June, humanitarian
organization Save the Children said yesterday,
adding that many schools and health facilities had
also been damaged. —AFP

40 civilians killed in last 24 hours as fighting rages in Lashkar Gah

Afghan army urges civilians to 
leave city besieged by Taleban

KANDAHAR: In this file photo Afghan internally displaced families are pictured upon their arrival from the out-
skirts Kandahar, who fled due to the ongoing battle between Taleban fighters and Afghan security forces, at a
refugee camp in Kandahar. —AFP

US spurns Myanmar 
election plan, urges 
ASEAN pressure
WASHINGTON: The United States said Monday
that Myanmar’s junta was playing for time with a
two-year election timeframe as Secretary of State
Antony Blinken prepared to encourage ASEAN to
appoint an envoy. Blinken is participating virtually
in a week of talks involving foreign ministers of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the latest
bid by President Joe Biden’s administration to
engage a region at the frontlines of US competition
with China.

Ahead of the ASEAN talks, Myanmar’s junta
chief promised to hold elections and lift a state of
emergency by August 2023, extending an initial
timeline given when the military deposed elected
leader Aung San Suu Kyi on February 1.

The announcement is “a call for ASEAN to have
to step up its effort because it’s clear that the
Burmese junta is just stalling for time and wants to
keep prolonging the calendar to its own advan-

tage,” said a senior US official, using Myanmar’s
former name of Burma. “All the more reason why
ASEAN has to engage on this and live up and
uphold the terms of the five-point consensus that
Myanmar also signed up to.”

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing attended a meeting
with ASEAN members on the crisis in April that
led to the so-called consensus statement that
called for an immediate end to violence and a
regional special envoy. But the junta leader later
distanced himself from the statement, no envoy has
been appointed and more than 900 people have
been reported killed in the six-month crackdown
on dissent.

ASEAN is not known for its collective diplomat-
ic clout and its meetings have frequently pitted the
United States and China against each other as they
seek influence. The US official said Blinken would
address Beijing’s “coercion” against ASEAN
nations in the dispute-rife South China Sea and
also highlight human rights concerns within China.

US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin visited
Southeast Asia last week, where he hammered in
on the South China Sea, saying Beijing’s claims
had no basis in international law. Vice President
Kamala Harris plans this month to visit historic US
partner Singapore as well as Vietnam, which has

moved increasingly close to Washington despite
war memories.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi is
expected to meet Blinken in person in Washington
this week, while Deputy Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman earlier visited Indonesia and Thailand as
well as Cambodia-often seen as the most pro-
Beijing ASEAN nation. —AFP

YANGON: A protester jumps over a makeshift barri-
cade during a crackdown by security forces on a
demonstration against the military coup in Yangon’s
Thaketa township. —AFP

KOLKATA: A resident (right) sitting on a boat helps a man (center) walking through a road submerged by
floodwaters following heavy monsoon rains in Ghatal, Paschim Medinipur district, about 100 km from
Kolkata Monday. —AFP

HK media outlet, 
broadcaster and 
artist all quit city
HONG KONG: Hong Kong online news outlet
Initium announced it was relocating to Singapore
yesterday citing fading press freedoms, the first
local media to quit the financial hub as authorities
crack down on dissent. The announcement came the
same day that veteran broadcaster Steve Vines and
Kacey Wong, one of the city’s best known political
artists, also separately confirmed they had left Hong
Kong because of declining freedoms.

“Over the past six years, the road to freedom has
become tougher and more dangerous, the world is
increasingly polarized and antagonistic,” Initium’s
chief editor Susie Wu wrote in an article commemo-
rating the outlet’s sixth year anniversary. She cited
Hong Kong’s steady slide down annual press free-
dom ranking lists and the rise of “little pinks”-
staunch nationalists-in mainland China.

Initium is a comparatively small Chinese-lan-
guage outlet with some 60,000 paying subscribers.

But its departure illustrates the concerns many

media outlets have about their future in Hong Kong,
a city which was once a bastion of free speech in
China. “We believe no matter where we are, as long
as the freedom in our hearts is connected, we can
create larger space for freedom,” Wu wrote.

China is currently remoulding Hong Kong in its
own authoritarian image after huge and often vio-
lent democracy protests two years ago. A sweep-
ing national security law imposed last year has
criminalized much dissent and authorities have
embarked on a campaign to root out those
deemed unpatriotic.

Many of the city’s most prominent pro-democra-
cy activists have been arrested or jailed. Others
have fled overseas. Yesterday, public broadcaster
RTHK confirmed veteran host Vines had left for the
UK, blaming what he said was “white terror sweep-
ing through Hong Kong”.

“The institutions that ensure the liberty of
Hongkongers are being dismantled by people who
care so little that they don’t even flinch when it
becomes abundantly clear that the very essence of
the place is being destroyed,” Vines wrote in an
email to colleagues, RTHK reported.

In a separate interview with Hong Kong Free
Press, political artist Wong said he had moved to
Taiwan in search of “100 percent freedom”
because of diminishing freedom in his home city.

Multiple international media companies, including
AFP, have their regional headquarters in Hong
Kong, attracted to the business-friendly regula-
tions and free speech provisions written into the
city’s mini-constitution.

But many media outlets are questioning whether
they have a future there. The New York Times
moved its Asia hub to South Korea after the law was
enacted last year, and others have drawn up contin-
gency plans. —AFP

HONG KONG: This file photo shows local artist Kacey
Wong sitting in his sculpture ‘Asteroids & Comets’ at
the Harbor Arts Sculpture Park in Hong Kong. —AFP

16 more killed, dozens 
rescued in India’s 
monsoon deluge
KOLKATA: At least 16 people have been killed and a
quarter of a million people displaced from their homes
after heavy monsoon rains lashed eastern India, officials
said yesterday, as the air force joined rescue efforts. The
latest deaths in West Bengal came a few days after 11
people were also killed in the state as the torrent of water
swept away homes and triggered landslides.

Flooding and landslides are common during India’s
treacherous monsoon season from June to September and
causes widespread devastation. The annual downpours
have been worsened by climate change, experts say. Two
river banks were breached and flooding affected at least
half a million people in six districts in West Bengal over
the past two days, the state’s disaster management minis-
ter Javed Ahmed Khan told AFP. Five of the 16 people

killed were swept away in the flood and the rest died
when their mud houses collapsed, officials said.

Dozens of people were plucked from the rooftop of a
submerged building with military helicopters, including a
100-year-old woman and a nine-month-old baby, Khan
added. Panicked residents had to flee for higher ground
after water from a nearby dam was released, causing sud-
den flooding. “We fear scores of people are still marooned.
Indian Air Force helicopters and disaster management
personnel are struggling to rescue them,” he added.

Villager Samir Nandi, 65, said he had “never witnessed
such a flood”. “Many people in (my) village took refuge
on the roof of the buildings and they are waiting to be
rescued.” Authorities have set up more than 40 relief cen-
ters for the displaced in the flood-affected districts, senior
state official Harekrishna Dribedi, said. This year’s mon-
soon, which had earlier inundated the western coast, has
claimed the lives of at least 250 people so far. Last month,
at least 200 people died in the western state of
Maharashtra after landslides sent torrents of mud onto
villages. The northern Himalayan states, including
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, have also reported
several deaths. —AFP


