
Nicaragua’s 
Ortega to stand 
for re-election
MANAGUA: Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega
is to stand for a fourth consecutive term in
November’s general election, his Sandinista
National Liberation Front (FSLN) party said on
Monday.

“We have our formula, our candidates were
elected unanimously,” said Gustavo Porras, an
FSLN legislator, during the party congress. Ortega’s
wife, Vice-President Rosario Murillo, will again be
his running mate. The presidential power couple’s
election ticket was ratified by all 2,932 members
present at the FSLN virtual congress just hours
before the enrolment deadline for candidates.
Former leftist guerrilla Ortega, 75, who is accused
by his opponents of authoritarianism, has been in
power since 2007. His 70-year-old wife has been
his vice-president since the last election in 2017.

“We are here to continue the fight against pover-
ty,” said Murillo. The government has been accused
of repression after detaining more than 30 opposi-
tion figures during the last two months, including
seven presidential hopefuls. It left the main opposi-
tion alliance submitting a surprise pairing to run for
president in November, with former right-wing

guerrilla Oscar Sobalvarro, 68, supported by
Berenice Quezada, a 27-year-old ex-beauty queen
with no political experience.

The FSLN congress also validated the 92 candi-
dates for the National Assembly and 20 for the
Central American Parliament. The closing of inscrip-
tions comes amidst an atmosphere of heightened
tensions in Nicaragua as the European Union on
Monday slapped new sanctions on Murillo, her son
Juan Carlos and six government officials for “serious
human rights violations.”

Ortega, Murillo and top government officials had
already been sanctioned by the United States and
Canada over the violent repression of protesters in
2018 that left more than 300 people dead.

Critics of Ortega say the raft of arrests since the
beginning of June has been aimed at removing any
serious competition from November’s election. One
of those detained is Cristiana Chamorro, the daugh-
ter of former president Violeta Barrios de
Chamorro, who defeated Ortega in the 1990 elec-
tion. Chamorro was the favorite to defeat Ortega
this time around.

Aiming to free ‘political prisoners’ 
The detained opposition figures have been

accused of “treason” and threatening “sovereignty,”
under a controversial law initiated by Ortega and
approved by parliament in December. They are
accused of supporting foreign sanctions and inter-
ference but the law has been widely criticized as a
means of freezing out challengers and silencing

opponents. The potential presidential opponents
detained had mostly agreed to present a single
opposition candidate to improve their chances of
unseating Ortega.

The Citizens Alliance for Liberty (CXL) last
week picked Sobalvarro as its candidate.
Sobalvarro is a former member of the Contras, a
right-wing guerrilla group that was backed by the
United States and fought a three-year armed strug-
gle against the Sandinista government led by
Ortega in the 1980s. —AFP

A year after exile, 
legal woes haunt 
Spain’s ex-king
MADRID: A year after Spain’s former King Juan
Carlos went into self-imposed exile in the face of
mounting questions over his finances, he remains
under a cloud of suspicion that complicates his return
home. He announced on August 3, 2020 he was mov-
ing abroad to prevent his personal affairs from under-
mining his son King Felipe VI’s reign and sullying the
monarchy.

But his choice of new home-the United Arab
Emirates, where some of his business affairs triggered
the scandals that tainted his reputation in the first
place-only raised Spaniards’ eyebrows further.

Juan Carlos has told his son that he would like to
return to Spain “but he won’t come back without the
approval” of the royal household, said Jose
Apezarena, the author of several books on Felipe. And
the position of the royals is that “until his legal prob-
lems end, he should not return”, Apezarena told AFP.

The 83-year-old former king is the target of three

separate investigations over his financial dealings,
including those linked to a high-speed rail contract in
Saudi Arabia that was awarded to a Spanish consor-
tium. Prosecutors in Spain and Switzerland are look-
ing into suspicions he received kickbacks for facilitat-
ing the deal.

The suspicions center on $100 million (85 million
euros) that Saudi Arabia’s late King Abdullah alleged-
ly deposited in 2008 into a Swiss bank account to
which Juan Carlos had access. The other two investi-
gations concern the alleged existence of a trust fund
in Jersey linked to Juan Carlos and the undeclared use
of credit cards linked to accounts not registered in his
name, a possible money-laundering offence. 

‘Very bored’ 
Spanish monarchs have immunity during their reign

but Juan Carlos abdicated in 2014 following a series of
health problems and embarrassing revelations about
his personal life, leaving himself vulnerable to prose-
cution. While he has not been charged with any crime,
the probes have tainted his reputation as a leader of
Spain’s democratic transition following the dictator-
ship of General Francisco Franco. Outside of the Royal
Palace in central Madrid, opinions were divided.

“He is being judged without any evidence, he
should be able to come home if that’s what he

wants,” said Pura Fernandez, 46, a bank worker. But
delivery rider Angel Galan, 27, was less sympathetic.
“He may have done some great things for Spain but
if he committed irregularities I am not sad that he is
gone,” he said. —AFP

WASHINGTON: The United States on Monday hit
President Joe Biden’s goal of administering at least
one dose of a COVID vaccine to 70 percent of
adults almost a month late, as the newest wave of
infections pushed hospitalizations to levels seen last
summer. Biden’s administration had initially targeted
Independence Day on July 4 to reach the goal and
declare victory over the worst of the pandemic.

But falling vaccination rates, particularly in politi-
cally conservative regions in the South and Midwest,
and among younger people, those with lower
income and racial minorities, meant the objective
was missed. While 60.6 percent of eligible adults
and 49.7 percent of the total population are now ful-
ly vaccinated, the United States has fallen behind its
northern neighbor Canada, which started its immu-
nization campaign later but has now fully vaccinated
59 percent of its people.

It comes as America was being battered by a new
wave driven by the hyper-contagious Delta variant,
which has sent national daily cases soaring to
beyond 70,000, according to data that excludes
unreliable weekend numbers. Across the country,
hospitals were seeing on average more than 6,200
daily COVID admissions, while more than 300 peo-
ple are dying every day.

“These cases are concentrated in communities
with lower vaccination rates,” Jeff Zients, White
House COVID task force coordinator, told reporters.
“One in three cases nationwide occurred in Florida

and Texas this past week,” he added. In a silver lin-
ing, states that lagged behind in their vaccination
rates are now beginning to catch up, according to
the latest data.

The eight states with the highest current case
rates have seen an average increase of 171 percent in
their daily vaccination rate compared to three weeks
ago, said Zients.

These include Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama
and Arkansas. Momentum was also picking up for
vaccine mandates in the private sector, with Disney
and Walmart implementing new requirements and
incentives for employees. Last week, Biden’s admin-
istration announced federal workers would need to
either get vaccinated or submit to regular tests, fol-
lowing similar steps by California and New York.

Vaccines holding up 
While Delta poses the strongest threat yet to

vaccine protection, the current generation of shots
were continuing to keep the vast majority of vacci-
nated people out of hospital and alive. According to
cumulative data reported to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) by July 24, vaccina-
tion resulted in an eight-fold reduction in disease
incidence and 25-fold reduction in hospitalizations
and deaths. In the state of Tennessee, over the month
of July, 97 percent of all COVID hospitalizations and
98 percent of deaths were among unvaccinated
people, data showed.

Breakthrough infections, meanwhile, remain
uncommon, but when they do happen, preliminary
research suggests there is an increased risk of
onward transmission of the Delta variant compared
to past strains. With this in mind, the CDC last week
reinstituted guidance for fully vaccinated people to
wear masks indoors in areas considered high-risk,
which is now 79 percent of all the country’s counties.

Meanwhile, President Biden urged the imposi-
tion of a new ban on evictions to prevent a wave
of homelessness as the more infectious Delta vari-
ant of the coronavirus takes hold. But just a day
after a nationwide eviction moratorium expired,
Biden acknowledged the administration does not
have the legal authority to help renters stay in
their homes. — AFP
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News in brief

16 hostages killed in DR Congo

KOMANDA,  DR Congo: At least 16 people
were knifed to death weeks after being taken
hostage in the Democratic Republic of Congo’s
east, in bloodletting blamed on armed Islamists,
military and local sources said yesterday.
According to local civilian sources, the victims,
who included two women, had been held by mem-
bers of the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), which
the US says is linked to the Islamic State group.
The hostages were killed along a main highway
near Idohu, in the restive Ituri province, according
to local official Dieudonne Malangai. Ituri’s military
governor Johnny Luboya Nkashama speaking in
Komanda, some 40 kilometers (25 miles) from the
slaughter, condemned the killings. — AFP

Brazil’s Bolsonaro faces probe 

BRASILIA: Brazil’s Superior Electoral Court
announced Monday it will investigate far-right
President Jair Bolsonaro for his constant and
baseless attacks on the country’s electronic vot-
ing system. The country’s highest electoral body
also agreed to ask the Supreme Federal Court to
investigate the president for spreading misinfor-
mation during a Facebook Live event last
Thursday, in which Bolsonaro spoke for more
than two hours about his conviction that there
had been fraud in the last two presidential elec-
tions, saying he should have won in the first
round in 2018. — AFP

‘Arbitrary’ detention of Canadians

OTTAWA: US President Joe Biden and Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on Monday dis-
cussed China’s “arbitrary detention” of two
Canadian citizens. In a telephone conversation, the
two leaders discussed Beijing’s two-year detention
of former Canadian diplomat Michael Kovrig and
Canadian businessman Michael Spavor, who are
both being held on charges of spying. “The Prime
Minister and the President discussed China’s arbi-
trary detention of Canadian citizens Michael
Spavor and Michael Kovrig. The leaders agreed on
the need for their immediate release,” a press
release from Trudeau’s office said.  — AFP

Colombia warns vaccine refusers

BOGOTA: Authorities in a Colombian town have
run out of patience with people refusing coron-
avirus vaccines, ordering them on Monday to
stay at home or face a fine, or even prison. “We
have to take a strong stance as leaders...
Everyone has to be vaccinated, if not, they cannot
circulate in the municipality of Sucre,” the town’s
mayor Elvira Julia Mercado said on Blu Radio.
She decreed a stay-at-home order, lasting eight
days, for people who have not yet been vaccinat-
ed despite the municipality having enough doses
to immunize all its 28,000 inhabitants.  —AFP

Three dead in Djibouti clashes

DJIBOUTI: At least three people died after a
rare outbreak of intercommunal violence in
Djibouti during which the police intervened, the
public prosecutor said Monday. Fighting broke
out on Sunday in several parts of the capital
Djibouti, between the ethnic Afar group, which
straddles Djibouti’s borders with Ethiopia and
Eritrea, and the Issa, Djibouti’s other main ethnic
group. “There were several extremely serious
criminal acts. Houses were intentionally set on
fire,” Lamisse Mohamed Said told public televi-
sion, without giving any possible reason for the
violence. — AFP

NEW YORK: A man with his mask partially on is pushed on a wheel chair through Penn station in New York
Monday. —AFP

PALMA: Spanish King Felipe VI waits for the arrival of
the Spanish prime minister ahead of a meeting at the
royal family’s summer residence at the Marivent
Palace in Palma de Mallorca yesterday. —AFP

MANAGUA: In this file photo taken on November 08, 2006
of then presidential candidate for the Sandinista National
Liberation Front Daniel Ortega (top) and his wife Rosario
Murillo flashing the V sign in Managua. —AFP

E Sudan residents 
say bodies seen 
in river in Tigray
JUBA: Residents of an east Sudanese town said
Monday they had seen bodies washing up the river
on the border with Ethiopia’s conflict-hit Tigray
region in recent days. The unidentified bodies were
floating on the Setit River-known in Ethiopia as the
Tekeze, which runs through its northern Tigray
region-since Saturday, according to residents from
Wad al-Hilou in Sudan’s Kassala state.

“The bodies I saw today were wounded and had
their hands tied,” one witness told AFP by telephone
on Monday, declining to be identified. Tefera
Tewodoros, an Ethiopian doctor working at Sudan’s
Hamdayit refugee transit centre on the border, said
he saw nine bodies of men and women at the river on
Monday alone.

“We also saw 28 bodies on Saturday and Sunday
in Wad al-Hilou, mostly of men with gunshots on dif-
ferent parts of their bodies,” he said. A fisherman liv-
ing in the area who requested anonymity said he also

saw bodies lying on the riverbanks. Images circulat-
ed online purporting to show bodies washed up by
the river. AFP was unable to immediately verify the
authenticity of the images.

Fighting in Tigray broke out in November
between Ethiopia’s federal forces and the region’s
ruling party, the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF). Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, a
2019 Nobel Peace Prize winner, said his forces’ move
into the region was in response to TPLF attacks on
federal army camps. The conflict has killed thousands
and sent tens of thousands fleeing into neighbouring
Sudan. Ethiopia’s government on Monday said
reports of a massacre in the town of Humera, in
western Tigray, were “fake”, claiming “propagan-
dists” were “using false images and showing graphic
images” to spread disinformation. The Tekeze River
runs through Humera. 

Meanwhile, government security agents in South
Sudan on Monday arrested at least two prominent
activists who joined a call for a peaceful public
uprising to seek political change, one of their col-
leagues said. A coalition of civil society groups last
week issued a declaration saying they have “had
enough” after 10 years of independence marked by
civil war, escalating insecurity, hunger and political
instability. Kuel Aguer Kuel, a former state governor,

and renowned analyst Augustino Ting Mayai, were
arrested in the capital Juba for signing the declara-
tion, said Rajab Mohandis, another of the signatories.
The arrests came on the same day that hundreds of
lawmakers were sworn in to a newly created national
parliament, a key condition of a peace deal that end-
ed South Sudan’s brutal civil war. The Sudd Institute,
an independent think tank involved in the coalition,
has also been shut down and its executive director
Abraham Awolich is among other activists also being
sought by the authorities, Mohandis told AFP.

Awolich said in a separate statement on Twitter
that he was on the run after the Sudd Institute was
stormed and its staff arrested over Friday’s decla-
ration by the People’s Coalition for Civil Action
(PCCA). But he said he would not be bowed. “Our
people are rising up to fire the dictators and mur-
derers and I am proud to stand with them. The
time has come to bring down the failed yet dan-
gerous regime.”

The PCCA also remained defiant on Monday, say-
ing in a statement it was intent on leading a non-vio-
lent “revolution” in the world’s newest country and to
seek “regime change”. It called for the resignation of
both President Salva Kiir and his archfoe turned
deputy Riek Machar, who remain uneasy bedfellows
in the coalition government. — AFP 


