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KIEV: A missing Belarusian dissident was yester-
day found hanged in a park in Ukraine, with police
opening a murder probe and supporters accusing
the regime of Alexander Lukashenko of killing the
activist who helped his compatriots flee repres-
sion. Vitaly Shishov, 26, headed the Belarusian
House in Ukraine, a non-governmental organiza-
tion, and was involved in everything from helping
fellow compatriots settle in Ukraine to staging
anti-regime protests.

Belarus strongman Lukashenko, who has been in
power since 1994, has been cracking down on any
form of dissent since mass protests erupted after last
year’s elections, deemed unfair by the West. Many
Belarusians have fled, often to neighboring Ukraine,
Poland and Lithuania. “Belarusian citizen Vitaly
Shishov, who had gone missing in Kiev yesterday,
was today found hanged in one of the Kiev parks,
not far from where he lived,” the police said in a
statement. It said they had opened a murder probe.

Igor Klymenko, head of the national police,
told reporters police were pursuing two main
leads: Suicide and murder disguised as a suicide.
He said the activist had scratches on his nose and

body which were consistent with a fall. An AFP
journalist saw several police cars and dozens of
police at the scene, some carrying black bags.
The activist went jogging in Kiev on Monday
morning but did not return and could not be
reached on his mobile phone.

The Belarusian House in Ukraine accused the
Lukashenko regime of being behind the murder of
Shishov. “There is no doubt that this is an operation
planned by Chekists to liquidate a Belarusian who
presented a true danger to the regime,” the NGO
said in a statement, referring to security service
agents. Shishov moved to pro-Western Ukraine in
the autumn of 2020, after joining anti-government
protests in Belarus, and helped establish the
Belarusian House in Ukraine.

‘Deteriorating situation’ 
The NGO said that it had repeatedly received

warnings about possible “provocations, including
kidnapping and liquidation” and that Shishov had
been followed. Belarusian authorities have used
force to put down historic demonstrations against
Lukashenko’s rule and have been trying to snuff out

remaining dissent, jailing university students and
shutting down independent media.

Belarus has a history of political killings and dis-
appearances, and regime critics have claimed that
the Belarusian security services run death squads
that hunt down and target Lukashenko opponents.
The United Nations called on the Ukrainian author-
ities to conduct a “thorough, impartial and effective
investigation”. “This adds another level to our con-
cerns and our worries about what is happening in
Belarus,” UN human rights spokeswoman Marta
Hurtado told reporters in Geneva. “The situation is
deteriorating clearly”.

‘Not safe even abroad’ 
Speaking to reporters after meeting UK Prime

Minister Boris Johnson in London yesterday, exiled
Belarusian opposition leader Svetlana
Tikhanovskaya said the activist’s death was a
“crime” but she wanted to wait for the results of
the probe. She also said she understood she “can
disappear at any moment”. “Even abroad
Belarusians cannot be safe as long as there are
those who are trying to take revenge on them and

hide the truth by getting rid of the witnesses,”
Tikhanovskaya said in a statement on messaging
app Telegram earlier in the day.

Last week, Lukashenko praised his security
services in a speech in which he also slammed
rights activists and called Tikhanovskaya a “nasty
woman”. He claimed the opposition was armed and
“was ready to go from words to actions at any
moment”. The head of the KGB security service,
Ivan Tertel, said that Ukraine, Poland, and the Baltic
states had US-backed “centers for information and
psychological operations” which they used to “iso-
late” Minsk.

Shishov’s death came as Belarusian athlete
Krystsina Tsimanouskaya said she was forced to
withdraw from the Tokyo Olympics and threatened
with forced repatriation for criticizing her athletics
federation. The sprinter, who was granted a humani-
tarian visa by Poland on Monday, said she feared
being jailed if she returned to her country.
Lukashenko sparked international outrage in May
by dispatching a fighter jet to intercept a Ryanair
plane flying from Greece to Lithuania in order to
arrest a dissident onboard. — AFP 

Missing Belarus dissident found hanged 
Shishov’s body discovered in Kiev park • Police open murder probe 

KIEV: Journalists are seen at the place where Vitaly Shishov (seen inset), the head of the Belarusian House in Ukraine, an NGO, was found hanged in a park yesterday. — AFP 

Turkish farmers
watch animals
perish in flames
HISARONU, Turkey: Farmer
Mevlut Tarim says the furious fire
that burned his cow alive, killed eight
people and scorched vast swathes of
Turkey was like an explosion. “The
fire happened in an instant,” the 67-
year-old told AFP after managing to
pull and push some of his screaming
animals through pitch-black smoke
and patches of burning turf encir-
cling his farm. He said he, too, was
lucky to be alive. “One of my cows
died. It burned,” he recalled. “I had
never seen anything like it. You can’t
even call it a fire. It was really like a
bomb.”

Tarim’s story is similar to those of
other farmers as the deadliest and
most destructive fires in generations
rage across Turkey’s southern coast

for a seventh day. Thousands of farm
animals have perished and huge
chunks of lush forest coating the
rolling hills have turned into skeletal
sticks and ash. The anguished farmers
have been trying to direct their herds
toward the relative safety of the
Aegean and Mediterranean coasts.

But guiding the panicked animals is
difficult and the winds whipping up
the firestorms around them are unpre-
dictable. And the exhausted firefight-
ers dumping seawater on the flames
from helicopters and dousing the
wreckage with hoses are not always
able to arrive in time to help farmers
such as Tarim.

‘Not running away’ 
Lemis Sapir is a local insurance

agent who felt it was his duty to stay
put and help out any way he could. “I
didn’t feel like running away,” the 44-
year-old said. “We are going to give
all the help we can.” Turkish social
media have been filled with images of
brave locals trying to put the fires out
with everything from garden watering

pitchers to tree branches.
Sapir said the burning town of

Hisaronu on the Aegean Sea has
received reinforcements from other
regions. “But because of the height of
the mountains, which are steep, and

the very thick forest, the firefighters
can’t intervene,” he said. “The air rein-
forcements are not strong enough.
There are fires in too many places in
Turkey at the moment and we can’t
respond to them all.” — AFP 

MUGLA, Turkey: A sheep is covered with flames coming from an advancing fire on
Monday in the Marmaris district. — AFP 

Lebanese officials 
‘criminally negligent’ 
over port blast: HRW
BEIRUT: Human Rights Watch yesterday
accused Lebanese authorities of criminal neg-
ligence for failing to secure a shipment of haz-
ardous chemicals that caused last year’s mon-
ster port blast, despite repeated warnings. The
watchdog recommended an independent UN
investigative mission conduct its own inquiry,
and advocated for broad international sanc-
tions against top officials. The Aug 4, 2020
explosion of a shipment of ammonium nitrate
fertilizer haphazardly stored at the Beirut port
for six years killed more than 200 people and
destroyed swathes of the capital, in one of the
world’s largest non-nuclear blasts.

Victims’ families and the broader public
widely saw the explosion as the result of
incompetence and corruption on the part of
the ruling class, but one year on, no official has
been brought to justice. A 126-page HRW
report, released one day before the first
anniversary of the tragedy, identified top offi-
cials in the government, customs, the army and
security agencies who were aware of the ship-
ment and its dangers but failed to take neces-
sary action.

“Multiple Lebanese authorities were, at a
minimum, criminally negligent under Lebanese
law in their handling” of the ammonium nitrate
shipment, said the report, which draws on
interviews and official correspondence,
including previously unpublished material.
“Evidence strongly suggests that some gov-
ernment officials foresaw the death that the
ammonium nitrate’s presence in the port could
result in and tacitly accepted the risk of the
deaths occurring,” it said.

The report, entitled “They Killed us from the
Inside: An investigation into the August 4 Beirut
blast”, accused authorities of violating the right
to life and said that their actions could amount
to “homicide” under domestic law. The rights
group recommended sanctions against “offi-
cials implicated in ongoing violations of human
rights related to the August 4 blast and efforts
to undermine accountability”. Sanctions, HRW
said, would “provide additional leverage to
those pressing for accountability through
domestic judicial proceedings”. — AFP 

Zionist court delays 
decision on Sheikh 
Jarrah evictions
JERUSALEM: The Zionist entity’s supreme court
delayed a decision Monday in the case of
Palestinian families facing expulsion by Zionist set-
tlers in annexed east Jerusalem, an issue that
exploded into armed conflict in May. Palestinians
said they were offered the chance to remain in their
properties in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood as
“protected tenants” who would recognize Zionist
ownership of the homes and pay a symbolic annual
rent, but they refused. “They placed a lot of pres-
sure on us to reach an agreement with the (Zionist)
settlers in which we would be renting from the set-
tler organizations,” said Muhammad El-Kurd, from
one of four Palestinian families at the heart of the
case. “Of course this is rejected,” he said.

Years-long battle 
Monday’s hearing was part of a years-long legal

battle waged by Jewish Zionist organizations trying

to reclaim property owned by Jews in east
Jerusalem prior to the Zionist entity’s founding in
1948. Palestinian residents say Jordan granted them
homes on the property after they were expelled
from towns in what became the Zionist entity. On
Monday they argued newly obtained Jordanian
documents proved their case.

The four families had initially been ordered
evicted, but the order was suspended as they pur-
sued an appeal in the legal system. The agreement
proposed Monday would have Palestinian families
pay 1,500 shekels ($465) a year to the settler
organization Nahalat Shimon. Lawyer Sami Irshid,
representing the Palestinians, rejected the Zionist
claims to the property. “We are willing to be listed
as protected tenants while retaining our rights,” he
said in court. “We will request recognition of the
property rights the government of Jordan gave us.”

Ilan Shemer, representing the Jewish Zionists,
said that “this arrangement will be an empty
arrangement”. Danny Seidemann, an attorney spe-
cializing in Jerusalem, told AFP the court delayed a
decision in an effort to bridge those positions, with
judges asking the Palestinians to present a list of
potential protected tenants. Seidemann said an
agreement could defer evictions for decades. “It
also means evictions at some point would be

inevitable,” he said. The case has become an inter-
national cause, with dozens of people demonstrat-
ing outside the court on Monday. Clashes in May
over possible Sheikh Jarrah evictions spread to
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa mosque compound, sparking a
Zionist crackdown that escalated into an 11-day war
between the Zionist entity and Palestinian militants
in the Gaza Strip. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Palestinian residents of the Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood attend a hearing at the Zionist
supreme court on the case of Palestinian families
facing expulsion by Zionist settlers in annexed east
Jerusalem. — AFP 


