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Amir receives newly 
appointed Kuwaiti officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yes-
terday His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also received 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of State for 

Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, who presented to His Highness 
the Amir Hawally Governor Ali Salem Al-Asfar, 
Secretary General of the Cabinet Wael Eisa Al-Asousi 
and Deputy Foreign Minister Majdi Ahmad Al-Dhafiri, 

on their appointment. Amiri Diwan chief Sheikh 
Mubarak Faisal Saud Al-Sabah attended the meeting.  

Sheikh Dr Ahmad also presented Asfar, Asousi and 
Dhafiri to His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in a separate meeting, 

attended by Lt Gen Mohammad Jamal Al-Theyab and 
Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs at His Highness 
Crown Prince’s office Mazen Al-Issa. His Highness the 
Crown Prince also received His Highness Sheikh Nasser 
Al-Mohammad at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Hawally Governor Ali Salem Al-
Asfar. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Secretary General of the Cabinet Wael 
Eisa Al-Asousi.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Deputy Foreign Minister Majdi 
Ahmad Al-Dhafiri.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Hawally Governor Ali Salem 
Al-Asfar, Secretary General of the Cabinet Wael Eisa Al-Asousi and Deputy Foreign Minister Majdi Ahmad Al-Dhafiri.
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The US said yesterday it has distributed more than 

100 million COVID-19 vaccine doses overseas - more 
than all other countries combined - as President Joe 
Biden touts his record on countering the Delta vari-
ant. The announcement, which follows the administra-
tion belatedly achieving its July 4 target for getting 70 
percent of American adults at least one shot, marked 

“just the beginning” of US efforts to help the world 
battle the pandemic, the White House said. 

And Iran, the Middle East country worst hit by the 
pandemic, registered more than 39,000 cases yester-
day, its highest daily figure yet. The health authorities 
in Iran said another 378 people died of coronavirus 
and 39,019 tested positive in the past 24 hours. 
According to official figures widely believed to 
underestimate the real toll, the virus has killed 91,785 
people in the Islamic republic out of 3,979,727 cases 
of infection. The new record comes a day after 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei ordered that 
“necessary measures” be taken to contain what the 
government warns is a fifth wave of the country’s out-
break. — AFP

COVID-19 returns 
to Wuhan...
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 the hostility of our enemies and because of 

the shortcomings and problems inside the coun-
try,” he said. 

In his response, Khamenei acknowledged Iran 
suffered from “many shortcomings and problems”, 
but quickly added: “The country’s capabilities are 
even more numerous. “Fixing economic problems 
takes time and cannot be done overnight,” he said. 
Raisi won a presidential election in June in which 
more than half the electorate stayed away after 
many heavyweights were barred from standing. 

A former judiciary chief, he has been criticized 

by the West for his  human r ights record. 
Yesterday’s ceremony marked Raisi’s formal 
accession to office. He will next be sworn in 
before parliament tomorrow when he is to submit 
his proposed government line-up. Raisi’s presi-
dency will consolidate power in the hands of con-
servatives following their 2020 parliamentary 
election victory, marked by the disqualification of 
thousands of reformist or moderate candidates. 

Iran’s economic woes, exacerbated by US 
sanctions, will be the new president’s top chal-
lenge, said Clement Therme, a researcher at the 
European University Institute in Italy. “His main 
objective will be to improve the economic situa-
tion by reinforcing the Islamic republic’s econom-
ic relations with neighbouring countries” and 
others such as Russia and China, Therme said. 
The 2015 deal saw Iran accept curbs on its 
nuclear capabilities in return for an easing of 
sanctions. — AFP 

Iran’s Raisi  
inaugurated...
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But “we will also continue to engage actively 

with our membership to identify viable options 
for voluntary channeling of SDRs from wealthier 
to poorer and more vulnerable member countries 
to support their pandemic recovery and achieve 
resilient and sustainable growth,” Georgieva said. 
Wealthy countries could, for example, transfer 
their SDRs by using those attributed to them to 

finance the IMF’s Poverty Reduction and Growth 
Trust Fund, which would increase the supply of 
low-cost loans to the poorest countries. 

Anti-poverty group Oxfam welcomed the 
IMF’s decision. The “new SDRs will bring much-
needed liquidity to struggling developing coun-
tries without adding to their unsustainable debt 
burdens,” Nadia Daar, head of the Washington-
based NGO, said in a statement. It is “unfath-
omable that wealthy nations would fail to reallo-
cate a substantial portion of their SDRs - at least 
$100 billion as agreed by the G7” at a mid-June 
summit, she said. It is also necessary for govern-
ments to “work transparently and together with 
civil society” so that SDRs are used wisely, Daar 
added. — AFP 

IMF OKs $650bn  
new reserves for...

Continued from Page 1 
 
herd through pitch-black smoke and patches of 

burning turf encircling his farm. “One of my cows died. 
It burned,” he recalled. “I had never seen anything like 
it. You can’t even call it a fire. It was really like a 
bomb.”  

Officials in neighboring Greece have blamed two 
blazes on the island of Rhodes and the Peloponnese 

peninsula on a record heatwave they link to climate 
change. Another fire near Mount Parnitha cut off 
Athens from large stretches of northern and southern 
Greece. Temperatures in excess of 40 degrees Celsius 
across the south of Turkey have set off a record surge 
in electricity use that caused power outages Monday 
in cities such as Ankara and Istanbul. 

But the mayor of the Aegean coast city of Milas 
said he was more worried about what might happen 
should an uncontrolled fire raising massive plumes of 
smoke over the region engulf the local thermal power 
plant. Mayor Muhammet Tokat posted an increasingly 
urgent series of messages on Twitter showing the 
blazes spreading up a hill toward the presumed loca-
tion of the plant. — AFP 

Turkish power  
plant encircled...


