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 News in brief

PARIS: Half of the European Union’s 
population has now been fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19, an AFP tally 
showed yesterday, as China’s Wuhan 
said it would test all 11 million resi-
dents after the virus returned to 
where it first emerged. The highly 
contagious Delta variant has been 
driving surging infections across the 
world, even in places which had long 
touted their successes in overcoming 
the worst of the pandemic. 

China brought domestic cases 
down to virtually zero after the coro-
navirus first emerged in Wuhan in 
December 2019, allowing the econo-
my to rebound and life to return 
largely to normal. But a fresh out-
break has thrown that record into 
jeopardy, as the fast-spreading Delta 
variant reaches dozens of cities after 
infections among airport cleaners in 
Nanjing sparked a chain of cases that 
have been reported across the coun-
try. 

After Wuhan reported its first local 
infections in more than a year, author-
ities said they were launching a mass-
testing program for all 11 million resi-

dents. Mao, a 27-year-old Wuhan res-
ident, told AFP he was “not worried” 
about the new outbreak because 
“Wuhan has accumulated rich experi-
ence” after enduring a grueling lock-
down in the early months of the pan-
demic. Across China, authorities have 
confined the residents of entire cities 
to their homes, cut domestic transport 
links and rolled out mass testing in 
recent days. 

Hit hard by earlier waves of the 
pandemic, the European Union has 
now fully vaccinated more than 50 
percent of its population. Spain leads 
the pack of larger EU countries with 
58.3 percent of its population fully 
vaccinated, followed by Italy with 
54.4 percent, France with 52.9 and 
Germany with 52.2 percent, according 
to an AFP tally. 

The EU has now passed the vacci-
nation rate of the United States - 
which remains on 49.7 percent - as 
that country suffers a new wave driv-
en by the Delta variant that has sent 
hospitalizations soaring to levels not 
seen since last summer. 
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Half of EU vaccinated • US donates 100m doses • Iran infections hit new high

KUWAIT: People queue to receive a dose of the COVID-19 vaccine at Kuwait Vaccination Center at the fairgrounds in Mishref yester-
day. More than 2.5 million citizens and residents have received at least one dose of the vaccine so far, the health minister said a day 
earlier. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 3)

Sisi vows to raise bread price  
 
CAIRO: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-
Sisi said yesterday his administration is ready to 
raise the price of subsidized bread as part of its 
continued austerity push towards economic 
recovery. “The time has come for the price of a 
loaf of bread to increase from 5 piastres 
($0.0032 cents),” Sisi said at a televised confer-
ence unveiling a nutrition project for school-
children. “It’s not realistic that I sell 20 loaves 
for the same price as a cigarette... This must 
stop,” he added. — AFP 

Attacked tanker arrives in UAE  
 
FUJAIRAH: A Zionist-linked vessel that was 
attacked off Oman last week anchored off the 
UAE emirate of Fujairah yesterday amid accu-
sations Iran was behind the attack in which two 
crewmembers were killed. Low visibility due to 
high humidity made it difficult to see the vessel 
in its mooring in the Gulf of Oman off the east-
ern coast of the UAE. — AFP 

Protests after girl raped, killed  
 
NEW DELHI: The alleged rape and murder of 
a nine-year-old, low-caste girl sparked a third 
day of protests in India’s capital yesterday. 
Hundreds of demonstrators have taken to the 
streets in New Delhi, holding banners reading 
“give justice to the little girl” and demanding 
the death penalty for the four men accused of 
the crime. — AFP 

5m fewer girls to be born  
 
PARIS: An estimated 4.7 million fewer girls are 
expected to be born globally in the next 10 
years because of sex-selective practices in 
countries with a cultural preference for male 
offspring, a trend that could undermine social 
cohesion in the long term, research showed yes-
terday. The research suggested that the project-
ed shortfall in the number of girls being born will 
lead to a surplus of young men. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei inaugurates Ebrahim 
Raisi as President yesterday. — AFP 

MUGLA, Turkey: Men herd cows and sheep away from an advancing fire on 
Monday in the Marmaris district. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Ultraconservative Ebrahim 
Raisi was yesterday inaugurated as 
president of Iran, a country whose 
hopes of shaking off a dire economic 
crisis hinge on reviving a nuclear deal 
with world powers. “Following the 
people’s choice, I task the wise, inde-
fatigable, experienced and popular 
Hojatoleslam Ebrahim Raisi as presi-
dent of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
the country’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei wrote in a 
decree read out by his chief of staff. 

Raisi replaces moderate president 
Hassan Rouhani, whose landmark 
achievement was the 2015 nuclear 
agreement between Iran and six world 
powers. From the outset, Raisi will 
have to tackle negotiations aimed at 
reviving the nuclear deal from which 
the US unilaterally withdrew imposing 
sweeping sanctions. The 60-year-old 
also faces warnings to Iran from the 
United States, Britain and Israel over a 
deadly tanker attack last week for 
which Tehran denies responsibility. 

Raisi, in his inauguration speech, 
said the new government would seek 
to lift “oppressive” US sanctions, but 
would “not tie the nation’s standard of 
living to the will of foreigners”. “We 
believe the people’s economic posi-
tion is unfavorable both because of 
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WASHINGTON: The IMF board of governors on 
Monday greenlit a $650 billion increase in cash 
reserves for member nations, the last step in an ini-

tiative to boost liquidity for the most vulnerable 
countries. The move increases by $456 billion the 
stock of Special Drawing Rights (SDR), the 
International Monetary Fund’s currency, giving 
countries more funds to draw on as they struggle to 
recover from economic hit from COVID-19. 

“This is a historic decision - the largest SDR 
allocation in the history of the IMF and a shot in the 
arm for the global economy at a time of unprece-
dented crisis,” IMF head Kristalina Georgieva said 
in a statement. “It will particularly help our most 

vulnerable countries struggling to cope with the 
impact of the COVID-19 crisis,” she said. 

The program, which was approved by the IMF’s 
executive board in mid-July, will be implemented on 
August 23. Newly-issued SDRs - which are based 
on a basket of major currencies - will be allocated 
to member countries in proportion to their quota in 
the Washington-based institution. Emerging and 
developing nations are to receive around $275 bil-
lion, the IMF said. 
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HISARONU, Turkey: Roaring blazes 
encircled a Turkish thermal power 
plant yesterday and forced farmers to 
herd panicked cattle toward the sea as 
wildfires that have killed eight people 
raged on for a seventh day. The nation 
of 84 million has been transfixed in 
horror as the most destructive wild-
fires in generations erase pristine 

forests and rich farmland across 
swaths of Turkey’s Mediterranean and 
Aegean coasts. 

Frightened tourists have been 
forced to scamper onto boats for 
safety and dozens of villages have 
been evacuated as wild winds and 
soaring heat fan the flames. An AFP 
team in the Aegean city of Hisaronu 
saw farmers pulling their screaming 
animals out of burning barns and 
shepherding to them to the relative 
safety of the beach.  

“The fire happened in an instant,” 
local farmer Mevlut Tarim said after 
managing to pull some of his panicked  
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