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The US music festival Lollapalooza
announced Sunday it had dropped
DaBaby from its lineup after the rap-

per made homophobic comments and
false statements about AIDS during a
recent performance. “Lollapalooza was
founded on diversity, inclusivity, respect,
and love. With that in mind, DaBaby will
no longer be performing at Grant Park,”
the Chicago-based festival tweeted.
Musicians Young Thug and G Herbo
would be taking his performance slots,
Lollapalooza said. DaBaby-whose real
name is Jonathan Lyndale Kirk-sparked
widespread backlash during a concert at
the end of July, when he was accused of
spreading misinformation about HIV and
AIDS.

“If you didn’t show up today with HIV,
AIDS, any of them sexually transmitted
diseases that’ll make you die in two, three
weeks, put your cell phone light up,” he
told the Miami crowd, according to videos
shared on social media. He also made
homophobic comments and insulting
statements about women. Major names in
music including Elton John, who founded
the Elton John AIDS Foundation, and
Madonna, a longtime proponent of

HIV/AIDS research, called out the 29-
year-old for spreading misinformation and
contributing to the stigma around the dis-
eases.

“HIV misinformation and homophobia
have no place in the music industry. We
must break down the stigma around HIV
and not spread it,” John’s foundation said
in a statement shared on the musician’s
Twitter. “As musicians, it’s our job to bring
people together.” Pop star Dua Lipa, who
collaborated with DaBaby on her song
“Levitating,” said she was “surprised and
horrified” by his comments, while televi-
sion star Jonathan Van Ness-who is open
about his experience living with HIV-
warned that the stigma around the dis-
eases was “killing folks.” DaBaby later
apologized on Instagram but was quickly
slammed for saying in the video message

that his gay fans didn’t have AIDS
because they “got class” and were not
“nasty” or “junkies.”

He then apologized again on Twitter,
acknowledging what he had said was
“insensitive” but adding it was unintention-
al. DaBaby was nominated this year for
the Grammy for Record of the Year for
“Rockstar,” a guitar-driven track featuring
fellow rapper Roddy Ricch. After enjoying
several chart-topping months with
“Rockstar,” the musician released a Black
Lives Matter remix of the hit that referred
to the anti-racism protests that exploded
in mid-2020 following the death of George
Floyd, a Black man, in police custody.
DaBaby also includes lines about his own
experiences of police abuse.—AFP

Disney’s ‘Jungle
Cruise’ a hit in
debut weekend

“Jungle Cruise”-Disney’s nostalgia-
soaked adventure film-sailed to
the top of the North American box

office as it debuted this weekend, taking
in $34.2 million, industry watcher Exhibitor
Relations said Sunday. A modern twist on
a 1950s theme park ride, the film stars
Emily Blunt and Dwayne Johnson along
with British actor Jack Whitehall. Another
new flick, A24’s “The Green Knight,” a
medieval fantasy, coming-of-age tale
based on a 14th-century poem about a
nephew to King Arthur, came in second as
it raked in $6.78 million.

Hot on its heels was last weekend’s
top box office draw, “Old”, at $6.76 million.
The Universal movie is about a family that
becomes trapped on a beach where they
begin to age precipitously, and it stars
Gael Garcia Bernal and Vicky Krieps. In
fourth place was Disney’s latest Marvel
superhero flick “Black Widow” starring
Scarlett Johansson, which took in $6.4
million.

Another movie making its debut came
in fifth: “Stillwater,” from Focus Features,
starring Matt Damon as a burly American
oil worker who travels to France to help
his estranged daughter when she is jailed
for a killing she says she did not commit.

It took in $5.1 million. Rounding out the
top 5 were:
“Space Jam: A New Legacy” ($4.3 million)
“Snake Eyes” ($4 million)
“F9: The Fast Saga” ($2.7 million)
“Escape Room: Tournament of
Champions” ($2.2 million)
“Boss Baby: Family Business” ($1.3 mil-
lion)—AFP
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In this file photo, DaBaby performs on stage during Rolling Loud at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami
Gardens, Florida. — AFP 

Virginia Oliver, 101, inspects a lobster as her son Max, 78, passes them to her
before she bands them, in Penobscot Bay in Maine. — AFP photos

Virginia Oliver, 101, inspects a lobster as her son Max, 78, passes it to her before
she bands it, in Penobscot Bay, Maine.

Virginia Oliver and her son Max head back to land after a morning of hauling in
their lobster traps.

In her boat off the northeastern US coast,
101-year-old Virginia Oliver expertly handles
the slick body of a lobster as she snaps rub-

ber bands around its claws, just as she has
done since age seven. The centenarian is the
oldest licensed lobsterwoman in the state of
Maine, and local historians describe her as
perhaps the oldest active one in the world.
Oliver goes out into the waters off the city of
Rockland three days a week with her 78-year-
old son Max, who helps her crew the boat, apt-
ly named by her late husband “Virginia,” after
her.

“I’m going to do (this)... till I die,” said Oliver.
“That’s time enough. People say to me ‘well,
why do you go for it?’ Because I want to. I’m
old enough to be my own boss.” Oliver-known
by friends as Ginny and to some as the
Lobster Lady-has lived in Rockland her entire
life and still lives on the same street where she
was born in 1920.  “Ginny’s awesome,” said
David Cousens, a lobsterman and former pres-
ident of the Maine Lobstermen Association.
“Ginny has been fishing as long as I can
remember, obviously. She’s 101 years old,
she’s still going, about three days a week she’s
down here, she’s usually here early in the
morning.”

Oliver is up at 3:30 am and heading out to
her boat by 5 am. Either in her pickup truck or
Max’s 1956 Chevy, mother and son drive down
to a private cove and take their small dingy out
to the lobster boat, which sits at a mooring.
Oliver and Max have a few hundred traps in
the water and work together to bring in the lob-
ster. Max hauls in the traps with a winch while
Oliver measures, bands and places the lob-
sters in the hold.   Wearing wellies, slickers and

rubber gloves, she stands over the holding
tank and grabs lobsters to inspect one at a
time as her son passes them to her. Once she
checks a lobster is of legal size, she grabs a
rubber band and a clamp using her left hand,
and wraps the bands over the lobster’s claws.
Oliver also sometimes takes the helm and cap-
tains the boat, but she won’t steer if it’s foggy.

At this point in their lives, Oliver and her son
only go out in good weather, not like when they
started and would go out no matter what the
conditions.   “She’s going all the time, she nev-

er stops,” said Max.  “Always has been that
way. She’s wound-up all the time. She’s always
moving, busy all the time. It makes me tired
sometimes just thinking about it.” The lobsters
are brought in at the end of the day to the
Spruce Head Lobster Pound Co-Op, which
helps the mother-son team get a better price at
the wholesale level. Oliver has no plans to stop
any time soon. “Well I don’t want to be in a
wheel chair,” she said. — AFP

Virginia Oliver’s home where she has spent the past 101 years, is seen in
Rockland.

Max Oliver throws a small lobster back into the sea as he hauls in lobster traps. Virginia Oliver makes her way up a ramp after a morning of hauling lobster trap.

Virginia Oliver’s tools of the trade, bands, measuring tools and a clamp to prepare
the lobsters for sale, sit on the boat’s holding tank.

Virginia Oliver measures the legal size of a lobster before banding it.

Maine’s ‘Lobster Lady’ - 
101 and going strong

Virginia Oliver pilots her boat “Virginia” named after her. 


