
KUWAIT: Kuwait and the world every
year on August 2 commemorate the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait in 1990, a crisis that
left deep scars on the Arab body and
grave consequences that haunted the
region for decades to come. Despite all
the tragic details of the occupation,
Kuwaiti people’s resilience, steadfastness
and firm support to the leadership during
this delicate time was exemplary. The
leadership and people worked in union to
repel the aggression and restore their
country.

During that existential crisis, then Amir
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Crown Prince and prime minister
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah, and deputy prime minister and for-
eign minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sahah unleashed a rigorous
diplomatic campaign to rally Arab and
international support to the Kuwaiti cause.
Their great efforts succeeded in gaining
the international backing to form an inter-
national military coalition, of more than 30
countries, to liberate the country.

After getting mandate from the United
Nations Security Council, the coalition
launched on January 17, 1991 the
Operation Desert Storm to force Iraqi
forces out of Kuwait. In only 40 days, the
coalition crashed the Iraqi forces and
pushed their remnants out of Kuwait. The
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait was con-
demned from the first day by most of the
Arab countries. The majority of Arab
countries also agreed on the formation of
an international military coalition to liber-
ate Kuwait. Several Arab countries,
including Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Syria,

effectively contributed to the international
coalition to liberate Kuwait.

Arabian Gulf states scrambled to the
aid of Kuwait and acted from the first
hour of the Iraqi move, out a deep belief
that any attack on a member state of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is an
attack on all members. The GCC states
provided the springboard for the ensuing
political and diplomatic efforts to counter
the Iraqi aggression and remove its con-
sequences. One day after Iraqi troops
stormed Kuwait, GCC foreign ministers
convened in Cairo on the sidelines of the
Arab League meetings and called for an
unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqi
troops from Kuwait. Arab foreign minis-
ters met on August 3 and 4 to discuss the
Iraqi invasion. Arab leaders held an emer-
gency summit in Cairo on August 10 and
agreed on demanding military interven-
tion to liberate Kuwait.

The GCC states have played a great
role in pushing the UNSC to issue a
series of resolutions to ensure the
restoration of Kuwait’s sovereignty. On
August 2, the UNSC passed resolution
No 660 of 1990, condemning the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait and considering it a
threat to the international peace and
security.  The resolution also determined
Iraqi to immediately and unconditionally
withdraw troops from Kuwait. On
November 29, 1990, the UN Security
Council passed Resolution 678 which
gave Iraq until January 15, 1991 to pull
out from Kuwait and empowered states
to use “all necessary means” to force
Iraq out of Kuwait after the deadline.

The GCC leaders held a summit in

Doha, Qatar, in December and passed a
resolution stating that they will firmly act
to end the Iraqi occupation and all its
repercussions. The GCC states actively
partook in the Kuwait liberation and
employed all political, military and finan-
cial resources for this purpose. Finally,
Kuwait restored its sovereignty by the
end of February 1991 and it marks the
Liberation Day on February 26 every year.

In addition of the grave impacts of the
Iraqi crime on Arab and Muslim unity, the
occupation left disastrous repercussions
on all aspects of life in the region, particu-
larly the economy. Worse still, the with-
drawing Iraqi forces set ablaze over 700

Kuwaiti oil wells, planted mines in large
swathes of lands in different parts of the
country, and even poured large quantities
of crude oil in the Arabian Gulf waters
causing huge damage to the marine envi-
ronment which took decades to be treat-
ed. Despite the invasion wounds, Kuwait
did not consider the Iraqi people an ene-
my but rather oppressed people and a
victim of Saddam Hussein’s regime. After
the liberation as of 1993, Kuwait started
sending relief aid to displaced Iraqis in the
north and south. In April 1995, the Kuwait
Red Crescent Society dispatched ship-
ments of humanitarian aid to Iraqi
refugees in Iran.

Following Iraq’s liberation war in 2003,
Kuwait emerged as one of the largest
donors to international organizations
helping Iraqi refugees. The Kuwaiti gener-
ous donations continued in 2010, 2014
and 2015 to provide Iraqis with food,
shelter, and healthcare serves and educa-
tion. In 2016, Kuwait pledged $179 million
in humanitarian aid to Iraq in an interna-
tional donors conference it co-sponsored.
In 2019, Kuwait hosted an international
conference for rebuilding Iraq after the
defeat of the so-called Islamic state
group, which managed to raise $30 billion.

After the fall of Saddam Hussein’s
regime in 2003, Kuwait showed eagerness
to normalize relation and open a new
chapter with its Arab neighbor. The two
countries worked later to bolster cooper-
ation in a variety of domains. These efforts
was crowned on December 22, 2010 with
an official visit to Baghdad from His
Highness the then Kuwaiti prime minister
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
who returned to Baghdad again on
January 12, 2011. His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, the former
Kuwaiti prime minister, also visited Iraq
on June 12, 2013. The late Amir of Kuwait
visited Iraq on March 29, 2012 to head the
Kuwaiti delegation to the Arab Summit in
Baghdad and in an official visit on June 19,
2019. Kuwait also played a pivotal role in
the UNSC resolution on June 27, 2013 to
remove Iraq from chapter VII sanctions
which were imposed on the country after
the occupation of Kuwait which helped
Iraq restore its economic strength and
cement relations between the two Arab
neighbors. — KUNA
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31st anniversary of Iraqi invasion, reminder
of occupation wounds, Kuwaitis’ resilience

KUWAIT: This file photo shows the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah delivering a speech at the United Nation in 1990. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The anniversary of the bru-
tal Iraqi invasion of Kuwait came this
year while a whole generation of
Kuwaitis have not witness those painful
events, but were narrated to them from
different sources. This generation of
Kuwaitis have mixed feelings about the
memory of the brutal Iraqi invasion on
their homeland; between sadness and
pain at the beginning of the occupation
and destruction, and then the feelings of
joy and pride about the liberation story.

Saleha Al-Fadhli, the daughter of one
of Kuwait’s righteous martyrs, said that
the brutal Iraqi invasion caused many
tragedies and left an indelible mark on
the soul of everyone who lost love ones.
Fadhli, who was born in 1990, added
that her sources of information about
the Iraqi invasion are different, includ-
ing family stories, school curricula, such
as social studies and morning radio
programs, in addition to the activities of
the Kuwait Martyrs Office, which deals
with the affairs of the martyrs’ families.
She suggested the production of a
“huge” international documentary film,
translated into several languages, to tell
the world about that important event in
the contemporary history of Kuwait.

Abdullah Al-Salloum, who was born
in 1990, said meanwhile that the one
who did not live the events of the brutal
Iraqi invasion and saw what happened
to the Kuwaiti people could not express
his feelings towards this event “as if he
saw and lived the events himself.” He

added that the information he got from
various sources made him know the size
of the great sacrifices made by the
Kuwaiti people to recover their right
and liberate Kuwait from “the clutches
of a brutal invasion.” Salloum expressed
his pride in the sacrifices of the martyrs
who died in that national epic and set
the most wonderful examples of nation-
al unity and solidarity against the occu-
pier until the last day of the occupation.

Meanwhile, Omar Al-Otaibi, who
was born in 1991, said that most of the
historical information he has on the
Iraqi invasion was taken from TV docu-
mentaries, pointing to the role of school
curricula in introducing the current
generation to the reality of what hap-
pened in 1990. He added that the his-
torical information that recounted what
happened in August 1990 in Kuwait is
considered “complete” and informed
the current generation of what their
fathers, mothers and brothers did in the
face of injustice and tyranny. He indicat-
ed that his generation, who were not
present in that important event, feel
proud when reading a story or seeing a
movie related to the invasion, recalling
the great efforts made by the Kuwaiti
leadership at the time, headed by the
late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, in addition to the brothers in the
GCC and Arab countries, and allies
from countries around the world who
supported the Kuwaiti right.

Yaqoub Al-Bashir, who was born in

1994, said that he drew his historical
information about the brutal invasion
and its subsequent effects on Kuwaiti
society, from several sources, most
notably talk shows and political pro-
grams, whether on Kuwait TV or other
channels, and specialized books that
shed light on events that Kuwait went
through during the invasion. Moreover,
Abdulaziz Al-Atawi, who was born in
1992, said that there is no doubt that the
brutal Iraqi invasion of Kuwait is an
important historical event and that
every Kuwaiti or resident who lived in
Kuwait on that day will never forget,
adding that Kuwait’s official channels
“spared no effort in conveying historical
information about the Iraqi invasion to
this generation.”

Atawi said that due to the impor-
tance of the historical event, the state of
Kuwait, after its liberation, was interest-
ed in clarifying the truth of what hap-
pened to its children of this generation
and future generations in its education-
al curricula and television programs.
He explained that the historical infor-
mation he learned through the school
curricula was not “completely suffi-
cient,” pointing out that he found more
information and details when watching
a number of TV documentaries in
which people who were eyewitnesses
narrated about that important event.
Atawi indicated that the mental image
he had about the brutal invasion is
connected with “oppression, exclusion,
and ignoring rights.” — KUNA

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows burning oil wells during the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait. — KUNA

Kuwait Martyrs
Office supports
over 14K people
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Martyrs Office is an excep-
tional regional and international bureau supporting,
for life, the welfare of over 14,000 individuals. The
office was originally established in June 1991 for the
families of people martyred during the Iraqi invasion,
which began on August 2, 1990 with Kuwaitis and 15
other nationalities benefiting from its services.

Acting Director General of the office Salah Al-
Awfan said yesterday that the Iraqi invasion, though
causing many misfortunes and regional schisms, had
also resulted in instances of bravery and heroism in
which Kuwaitis and fellow residents laid their lives in
protection of the land they loved dearly. The office -
founded 30 years ago by the late Amir Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah - was first dedicated to
those martyred in the Iraqi invasion; however, now it
includes all those laying their lives for Kuwait since
independence in 1961. In the era of late Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amiri decree
325/2011 was signed making the office fall under the
jurisdiction of the minister of Amiri diwan affairs.

The board of trustees, which shapes the policies
and strategies of the office, includes 10 members: A
director general, four members of the defense and
security establishments, a member from the Public
Authority for Minors Affairs, a member from the
Ministry of Social Affairs, and three members of mar-
tyrs’ relatives or people chosen by the director. In
regards to the categories of those considered as
martyrs, Awfan indicated that it includes those sacri-
ficing their lives during military campaigns for
Kuwait, individuals dying during the line of duty, and
deaths occurring during natural disasters or terror
attacks such as the victims of the Al-Sadeq Mosque
bombing in 2015.

Awfan revealed that the current number of mar-
tyrs registered by the office was at 1,301 people,
including 1,056 Kuwaitis and 245 other residents. The
official added that the martyrs’ office had cooperated
with other state entities to provide services for the
family members and children of the martyrs in recog-
nition of their sacrifice to Kuwait. Remembering
Kuwait’s martyrs is of highest importance for their
family members as well as their country; therefore,
their names and portraits could be seen in schools
throughout Kuwait in addition to public streets,
buildings belonging to state entities and diplomatic
missions abroad, affirmed Al-Awfan who indicated
that several protocols were signed in this regard.

On the impact of coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic on the office’s operations, Awfan pointed out
that restriction imposed to counter the virus spread
did not deter the office from its duties, indicating that
the office had continued to provide services online
via its website without disruption. Awfan took the
chance to thank the Kuwaiti leadership for its 30
years of supporting the work of the office and also
expressed gratitude to the board of trustees and
employees of the Kuwait Martyrs office. -— KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Martyrs Office. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Although enormous efforts
have been exerted to rehabilitate
Kuwait’s environment since the flagrant
Iraqi invasion in 1990, scars of the
destruction remain visible. The aggres-
sors carried out a scorched earth policy,
inflicting heavy damage on the land and
marine environments and polluting the
air. They blew up and set afire oil wells,
causing huge amounts of the crude to
contaminate the ground and the sea
waters, reaching deep water reservoirs.

The environmental catastrophe in
Kuwait, caused by the Iraqi aggression,
was one of the worst calamities ever wit-
nessed by peoples of the world, Minister
of Oil and Minister Higher Education
Mohammad Al-Fares said yesterday. The
aggressors set afire more than 700 oil
wells causing widespread contamination
of the sand. Minister Fares recalled that
due to the crude oil leakage, up to 300 oil
lakes containing some 22 million barrels of
oil were formed. Since then, Kuwaiti
authorities have embarked on a huge task;
restoring the large swaths of land and
sand dunes contaminated with oil.

Restoration by 2024
“We are doing our best to finish

restoration of the damaged areas by the
end of 2024,” Minister Fares explained,
noting that the timetable had been set
by the United Nations. Two dumping
sites for the waste have already been
built. One is located in North Kuwait -

of a 1,700 cubic meter capacity - and
the other in southern Burgan field - of a
580,000 cubic meter capacity. So far,
2.28 million cubic meters of contaminat-
ed soil, out of the total 26 million cubic
meters, have been cleansed of the oil
residues.

Minister Fares affirmed that pollution
in the coastal regions had already been
tackled, in addition to cleansing and fill-
ing craters that had been dug as part of
the efforts to put out the flames at the
burning oil wells, adding that these spots
were restored after removing ordnance
and materials that may blow up. Kuwait
Oil Company, tasked with reclaiming the
sand, had inked five major deals to rem-
edy the contamination sand in line with
Kuwait Environmental Remediation
Program, he said, indicating that related
projects were designed to treat some 1.3
million cubic meters of soil in the north
and south.

Fifty percent of the fund earmarked
by the United Nations will be spent on
these projects, he said, alluding to half of
$3 billion worth of the UN environmental
reparation fund, declared post the 1991
liberation of the State of Kuwait. The
summer of 2022 will witness launch of
complementary reparation projects, he
disclosed, affirming that more amounts
of the contaminated soil would be reme-
diated. Elaborating, Fares said Kuwait Oil
Company has carried out major projects
to minimize gas emissions at its installa-

tions. Moreover, it has managed industri-
al waste according to terms of the
Environment Public Authority, in addition
to establishing natural reserves. Fares
affirmed that concern for peoples’ health,
safety, security and the environment
constitute priorities as part of the strate-
gy of the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(until 2040).

Emerging pollutants 
Meanwhile, Acting Director General

of Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research Dr Manea Al-Sudairawi said
that KISR drew up a program post the
liberation to tackle emerging pollutants.
Immediately after the 1991 liberation, the
institute launched the first project to
assess environmental damage resulting
from the aggression, Dr Sudairawi said,

indicating that the institute teams sur-
veyed the land to assess the damage.
Re-shedding light on the invasion related
damage, he affirmed that enriched urani-
um was used in some weapons, thus
affecting citizens’ health and killing some
plants, in addition to deterioration of the
marine life.

Dr Mohammad Al-Saraawi, EPA’s for-
mer director general, said in the meantime
that the scars of the aggression would
remain visible in the short and long terms,
affirming that large swaths of the land
remained soaked with 20 million square
meters of leaked crude oil. Other threats
to the Kuwaiti environment are neglected
mines, accumulation of sludge in northern
marine locations, particularly around the
islands, due to break-up of the soil in
southern Iraqi regions. —KUNA

A whole generation narrates a
story that no one witnessed

Damage from Iraqi invasion still
visible in Kuwaiti environment

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows oil lakes formed from crude oil leakage
during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. — KUNA


