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Tokyo Olympics medals table after yesterday’s 
events (G = Gold, S = Silver, B = Bronze, T= Total):

                                                  G      S     B     T
China                                       24  14    13    51 
United States                           20  23    16    59 
Japan                                       17    5      9    31 
Australia                                   14    3    14    31 
Russian Olympic Committee   12  19    13    44 
Great Britain                             10  10    12    32 
France                                        5  10      6    21 
South Korea                               5    4      8    17 
Italy                                            4    8    15    27 
Netherlands                               4    7      6    17 
Germany                                    4    4    11    19 
New Zealand                              4    3      4     11 
Czech Republic                          4    3      1      8 
Canada                                      3    4      7    14 
Switzerland                                3    4      5    12 
Croatia                                       3    2      2      7 
Taiwan                                        2    4      4    10 
Brazil                                          2    3      5    10 
Hungary                                     2    2      2      6 
Slovenia                                     2    1      1      4 
Ecuador                                     2    0      0      2 
Kosovo                                       2    0      0      2 
Qatar                                          2    0      0      2 
Spain                                          1    3      3      7 
Georgia                                      1    3      1      5 
Romania                                    1    3      0      4 
Sweden                                      1    3      0      4 
Venezuela                                  1    3      0      4 
Hong Kong                                 1    2      0      3 
Slovakia                                     1    2      0      3 
South Africa                               1    2      0      3 
Austria                                        1    1      3      5 
Denmark                                    1    1      2      4 
Serbia                                        1    1      2      4 
Belgium                                      1    1      1      3 
Jamaica                                     1    1      1      3 
Norway                                       1    1      1      3 
Poland                                        1    1      0      2 
Tunisia                                       1    1      0      2 
Ireland                                        1    0      2      3 
Turkey                                        1    0      2      3 
Zionist entity                               1    0      2      3 
Belarus                                       1    0      1      2 
Estonia                                       1    0      1      2 
Fiji                                              1    0      1      2 
Uzbekistan                                 1    0      1      2 
Bermuda                                    1    0      0      1 
Ethiopia                                      1    0      0      1 
Greece                                       1    0      0      1 
Iran                                             1    0      0      1 
Latvia                                         1    0      0      1 
Philippines                                 1    0      0      1 
Thailand                                     1    0      0      1 
Colombia                                    0    2      1      3 
Dominican Republic                   0    2      0      2 
Ukraine                                      0    1      5      6 
Indonesia                                   0    1      2      3 
Mongolia                                    0    1      2      3 
Cuba                                          0    1      1      2 
India                                          0    1      1      2 
Portugal                                      0    1      1      2 
San Marino                                0    1      1      2 
Uganda                                      0    1      1      2 
Bulgaria                                      0    1      0      1 
Jordan                                        0    1      0      1 
North Macedonia                       0    1      0      1 
Turkmenistan                             0    1      0      1 
Kazakhstan                                0    0      3      3 
Mexico                                       0    0      3      3 
Azerbaijan                                  0    0      2      2 
Egypt                                          0    0      2      2 
Argentina                                   0    0      1      1 
Finland                                       0    0      1      1 
Ivory Coast                                 0    0      1      1 
Kuwait                                        0    0      1      1 
Malaysia                                     0    0      1      1

TOKYO: Italy’s Lamont Marcell Jacobs outshone a 
field of unusual suspects to claim a shock Olympic 
gold in the men’s 100 meters yesterday, breaking 
retired Jamaican star Usain Bolt’s 13-year hold on 
the blue-riband event. Meanwhile, Caeleb Dressel 
powered to his fifth swimming gold medal of the 
Tokyo Olympics as the United States won their duel 
in the pool with Australia, while Xander Schauffele 
claimed golf gold. In Tennis, Germany’s Alexander 
Zverev won gold after beating Russia’s Karen 
Khachanov in the men’s final. 

Jacobs, 26, timed a European record of 9.80 sec-
onds, with American Fred Kerley taking silver in 
9.84sec in one of the most understated major cham-
pionship 100m races of recent times. Canada’s 
Andre de Grasse, a bronze medalist at the 2016 Rio 
Games, repeated the feat in 9.89sec in Tokyo. “It’s a 
dream, it is fantastic. Maybe tomorrow I can imagine 
what they are saying, but today it is incredible,” said 
Texas-born Jacobs, who until 2020 had never gone 
below the 10sec barrier. It was my childhood dream 
to win an Olympic Games and obviously a dream 
can turn into something different, but to run this 
final and win it is a dream come true.” 

Qatar’s Mutaz Barshim and Italy’s Gianmarco 
Tamberi shared a rare Olympic athletics gold in 
the high jump. Barshim gave Qatar its first Olympic 
track and field title, and Tamberi recorded a best 
clearance of 2.37 meters. Maksim Nedasekau of 
Belarus also cleared that height to set a national 

record. He though missed out on a share of the 
gold because of an earlier failure. The jubilant duo 
declined the chance of winning the title outright 
by turn ing down a  jump-off . Also yesterday, 
China’s Gong Lijiao lived up to her pre-Olympic 
form by winning gold in the women’s shot put, 
denying New Zealand veteran Valerie Adams a 
third successive gold. 

 
New record 

Dressel dominated the men’s 50m freestyle final, 
setting a new Olympic record of 21.07sec, and then 
returned to help his team smash the world mark in the 
men’s 4x100m medley relay. The other undoubted star 
of the pool was Emma McKeon, who finished with 
four golds to become the first woman to win seven 
swimming medals at a single Games. 

McKeon provided a golden finish when she helped 
Australia to the women’s 4x100m medley relay crown, 
less than 40 minutes after winning the 50m freestyle. 
US swimmer Robert Finke touched first in the men’s 
1500m freestyle to make it a distance double after 
winning the 800m earlier in the meeting. The United 
States ended with 11 golds in the pool, two ahead of 
fierce rivals Australia, whose nine golds marked their 
best-ever showing. 

Dressel, 24, didn’t get close to matching Michael 
Phelps’ eight-gold haul at Beijing 2008 but he joins 
just four other swimmers with at least five wins at a 
single Games. “I’m proud of myself,” said the 

American, who also won two relay golds at the 2016 
Rio Games. “I think I reached what my potential was 
here at these Games. 

McKeon, 27, became just the second woman to win 
seven medals at one Olympics in any sport, after 
Ukrainian gymnast Maria Gorokhovskaya in 1952, and 
is now Australia’s most successful Olympian, with five 
gold medals and 11 overall. “I look at the athletes that 
have gone before me and have been so impressed and 
inspired by what they’ve done but I’ve never been into 
the stats and medal counts,” she said. “But to be in 
that kind of company, it’s an honor and I know I’ve 
worked hard for it.” 

US golf star Schauffele held his nerve at the 
Kasumigaseki Country Club to see off Slovakia’s Rory 
Sabbatini by one shot. The American world number 
five finished on 18-under par 266 after carding a 67 
while veteran Sabbatini shot a stunning, course-
record 10-under-par 61. Behind them, there was a 
seven-man playoff for bronze. 

US gymnastics great Simone Biles, struggling with 
a debilitating mental block, withdrew from the floor 
final, leaving her with just one more chance of com-
peting in Tokyo. 

With Biles taking a back seat due to mental health 
issues, freshly crowned all-around champion Sunisa 
Lee goes for uneven bars gold as the apparatus finals 
begin. Britain’s Charlotte Worthington won the first 
BMX freestyle gold in Olympic history, while 
Australia’s Martin Logan took the men’s title. — AFP 

Jacobs wins first post-Bolt Olympic 
100m gold; Dressel joins elite club

TOKYO: Italy’s Lamont Marcell Jacobs celebrates with the flag of Italy after winning the men’s 100m final 
during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Olympic Stadium in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Ricky Rubio missed a three-point attempt in 
the final minute as Luka Doncic’s Slovenia won a pul-
sating Olympic men’s basketball game 95-87 against 
Spain and will now face Germany in the quarter-finals. 
Spain have the unenviable task of playing reigning 
champions the United States in the last eight tomor-
row. France, who inflicted the Americans’ first defeat at 
an Olympics since 2004 in their first game, will play 
Italy for a place in the semi-finals, and Australia take 
on Argentina. 

Rubio scored 18 points to keep Spain in contention 
in their final Group C game in Saitama, but the 
Slovenians were more efficient in the closing stages 
and closed out the game with a late burst crowned by 
Edo Muric’s three-pointer after Zoran Dragic and 
Klemen Prepelic had both sunk two free throws. 

Dallas Mavericks star Doncic scored a modest 12 
points but Denver Nuggets power forward Vlatko 
Cancar took up the scoring with 22 points. Rubio had 
kept Spain in the game on several occasions, scoring a 
layup with just over a minute remaining in a see-saw-
ing game. The experienced Minnesota Timberwolves 
guard then missed a jump shot in the paint, handing 
the momentum back to the Slovenians. — AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s northern Hokkaido region was sup-
posed to offer cooler climes for next week’s Olympic 
marathons and race walks, but now the area is battling 
a heatwave. Olympic organizers moved the two events 
from Tokyo in 2019, worried that even shifting the start 
times to dawn would not be enough to keep athletes 
safe from the heat. 

The summer temperatures in Hokkaido’s Sapporo 
were expected to be kinder — around five or six 
degrees Celsius cooler than Tokyo, the International 

Olympic Committee said. But in the last week, temper-
atures in Sapporo hit over 34 degrees Celsius (93 
degrees Fahrenheit), and they are forecast to hover 
between maximums of 31 and 34 degrees over the next 
week, when the race walks and marathons will take 
place. The mercury has surged even higher elsewhere 
in Hokkaido, with one town in the region becoming the 
first place in Japan this year to record temperatures 
over 38 degrees. The men’s 20-kilometre race walk 
takes place in the region on Thursday, followed by the 
women’s race and the marathons for men and women 
over the next few days. 

Temperatures in Tokyo over the coming week are 
forecast to range from maximums of 30 to 34 Celcius. 
Heat has been a persistent concern for organizers, with 
a raft of counter-measures drawn up including misting 
stations and ice jackets. 

In its bid for the Games, Tokyo argued that its sum-
mer included “many days of mild and sunny weather” 
and would offer “an ideal climate for athletes to per-

form their best,” but many competitors and volunteers 
have struggled with the conditions. 

Tennis matches have now been pushed back until 
later in the day after multiple complaints, with Russian 
player Daniil Medvedev warning “I can die” as he 
sweated through one match. Organizers yesterday 
defended their heat measures, but Tokyo 2020 CEO 
Toshiro Muto admitted “this is something we need to 
be vigilant about.” 

He said 30 people involved with the Games have so 
far been treated for “heat illness”, which organizers say 
is milder than heatstroke. Those affected were mostly 
Games staff and volunteers, and none were in serious 
condition, he added. 

While the Games have been held in places that are 
hotter or more humid than Tokyo, including Athens and 
Beijing, Japan’s sweaty summers offer both, in an 
unpleasant and sometimes deadly combination. But, 
Muto added, “so far the counter-measures are going 
quite well, are successful.” — AFP

Heatwave hits 
Japan site of 
Olympic marathon

SAITAMA: Slovenia’s Luka Doncic jumps for a rebound in the men’s preliminary round group C basketball 
match between Spain and Slovenia during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Saitama Super Arena in 
Saitama yesterday.— AFP

Slovenia show 
class in basketball 
defeat of Spain

Qatar’s gold medalist Mutaz Essa Barshim celebrates on the track following the Men’s High Jump Final 
during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Olympic Stadium in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP


