
TOKYO: Max Whitlock defended his
pommel horse title and Rebeca Andrade
succeeded Simone Biles as vault cham-
pion on a night of gymnastic firsts at the
Olympics yesterday. Ukraine-born
Artem Dolgopyat assured his place in
his adopted country’s history by win-
ning the floor exercise to claim the
Zionist entity’s first ever gymnastics
medal. And then Nina Derwael hopped
up onto the uneven bars to end
Belgium’s wait for gymnastics hardware,
the world champion taking gold with
American all-around champion Sunisa
Lee in bronze.

Not to be outdone Andrade, who
took silver behind Lee in the all-around,
was Brazil’s first female gymnastics
champion. While Dolgopyat, Derwael
and Andrade were all breaking new
ground, for Whitlock it was a glorious
case of history repeating itself. The Rio
2016 champion had qualified in only fifth
place behind Taiwan’s Lee Chih Kai, but
turned the tables in style with a techni-
cally difficult and finely executed routine
earning a significant score of 15.583,
.183 clear of Lee. Japan’s Kazuma Kaya
took the bronze.

‘Million times harder’
Whitlock, who also won floor gold at

the Rio 2016 Games and horse bronze at
London 2012, said: “This was the most
nervous I have ever been for any compe-
tition I have ever done in my entire life. “I
always said it: retaining titles is 10 times
harder than chasing it. Today proved that
to me. It’s a million times harder. It’s the
feeling of knowing you have done it
before and that feeling of winning
Olympic gold is crazy. You kind of want
to experience that again, but you know
how hard it is to do that.”

He added: “I am sorry if I’m talking
rubbish, but I don’t even know how to
feel, what to feel or what to say. It’s
crazy.” There was heartache for Rhys
McClenaghan of Ireland who arrived
with hopes of earning his country’s first
ever gymnastics medal only to fall off the
apparatus seconds into his performance.

Earlier on the floor, Dolgopyat had
finished level on points with Spain’s
Rayderley Zapata but won the tiebreak
with a higher difficulty score. China’s
Xiao Ruoteng took the bronze.
Dolgopyat, who moved from Ukraine to
Tel Aviv when he was 12, won only

Zionist entity’s second ever Olympic
title in any sport after Gal Fridman’s
2004 windsurfing win in Athens. The
24-year-old came into the f inal as
favorite by topping the qualifying
standings.

After Russian team gold winner
Nikita Nagornyy was marked down after
over-rotating and stumbling on his
trademark triple pike tumble, Zapata
looked destined for the title. But
Dolgopyat turned the Spaniard’s gold
into silver when his routine matched
Zapata’s score of 14.933, and with their
execution mark also the same, it went
down to the difficulty level, with
Dolgopyat taking the title by just 0.100.

Andrade meanwhile had come
through injury hell to climb the podium
in Tokyo, overcoming three visits to the
operating table for right knee anterior
cruciate ligament surgery to fulfill her
Olympic dream. “I couldn’t imagine
myself up there on the podium. I think I
matured a lot. I got better from the
injuries,” she said.

She opened with a Cheng followed by
an Amanar to deny Mykayla Skinner,
who took Biles’s place in the final after

the American superstar pulled out with
“the twisties”, a condition where gym-
nasts lose the ability to orientate them-
selves in mid-air. Biles was in the stands

watching the gymnastics competition go
on without her having pulled out of the
team and all-around, vault, uneven bars
and floor. — AFP
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‘Nothing compares’:
Zverev routs
Khachanov to win
Olympic gold
TOKYO: Alexander Zverev said that “nothing
is bigger” than winning an Olympic gold medal
after brushing aside Karen Khachanov to take
the men’s singles title in Tokyo yesterday. The
fourth seed, who ended Novak Djokovic’s
Golden Grand Slam bid in the semi-finals, pro-
duced a dominant display to win 6-3, 6-1 after
just 79 minutes at the Ariake Tennis Park.

“There is nothing better than this,” said
Zverev, who fell to the ground in celebration
after clinching the win. The world number five
becomes only the second German to win an
Olympic singles gold after Steffi Graf in 1988,
while Boris Becker and Michael Stich took the
men’s doubles crown four years later.

Zverev is still waiting for a maiden Grand
Slam title after several near misses, including
when he blew a two-set lead to lose to
Dominic Thiem in last year’s US Open final. “To
be honest, I don’t want to talk about the next
Grand Slam right now,” he said when asked if
his Olympic success could help him go one
better at Flushing Meadows at the end of this
month. “I just won the Olympic Games and I
think there’s nothing bigger than winning the
Olympic Games.”

The 24-year-old said this victory trumps his
2018 ATP Finals triumph and his four Masters
titles. “A gold medal at the Olympics, for me,
the value is incredible because you’re not only
playing for yourself, you’re playing for your
whole country,” he said.

Khachanov had continued his return to form
in Tokyo from recent weeks after reaching the
Wimbledon quarter-finals, but this match
proved a step too far. “He played I think an
outstanding match. He was just better today, all
credit to him,” said the silver medalist.

A small crowd of locals gathered to protest
against the staging of the Tokyo Olympics out-
side the venue at the start of the match, after a
surge of Covid-19 cases in Japan. “We all heard
it, it was quite loud,” said Zverev. “I think the
whole world will be quite happy that this event
(Olympics) is going on. I think sports, in the
time we’re living in right now, is not only nice to
have, but it’s necessary.”

Irrepressible Zverev
Zverev made short work of the final, crush-

ing six aces and 16 winners past his over-
whelmed opponent. He struck first blood with a
break in the third game and then importantly
saved a break point to take a 4-2 lead.

Zverev did not let up the pressure from
there and brought up a set point in the ninth
game, and although Khachanov recovered ini-
tially, a successful review gave Zverev a second
chance. He capped an excellent opening set as
Khachanov sent a stretching volley spinning
into the tramlines. — AFP

Whitlock reigns supreme on horse
on night of gymnastic firsts
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TOKYO: Britain’s Max Whitlock competes in the artistic gymnastics men’s pommel
horse final of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Ariake Gymnastics Centre in
Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: China’s Chen Yufei claimed women’s
badminton singles gold yesterday, denying Taiwan
a second straight night of success in the sport.
Taiwan had bagged its first-ever Olympic bad-
minton medal the previous night with gold in the
men’s doubles competition.

But Chen ensured there would be no repeat in
the women’s singles, beating world number one
Tai Tzu-ying 21-18, 19-21, 21-18 to capture the
title. Tai scuffed a shot into the net to end a
marathon final rally, and Chen fell to her knees and
roared to the rafters.

India’s P V Sindhu took bronze, beating China’s
He Bingjiao 21-13, 21-15. Sindhu, the world champi-
on and 2016 Rio Games silver medalist, said she
had to focus to put the disappointment of losing to
Tai in the semi-finals behind her. “I had to had
close all my emotions for this one match and just
give my all,” she said. “I’m very happy and I think
I’ve done really well.”

In men’s singles, Denmark’s world number two
Viktor Axelsen overcame a nervy start to move into
the final, ending Guatemalan underdog Kevin
Cordon’s unlikely tilt at the title. World number 59
Cordon has been the surprise package in Tokyo but
Axelsen was ultimately too clinical for him, winning
their semi-final 21-18, 21-11.

The Dane will face China’s defending champi-
on Chen Long in today’s final, and he was glad to
secure a top-two finish after taking bronze at the
2016 Rio Games. “Obviously I want more than
just a f inal-this is not enough for me,” said
Axelsen. “I was so tense and wanted it so badly,
so I couldn’t even enjoy the game today. In a few
hours I’ll be really happy and proud, but right
now it’s just relief.”

The two players were meeting for the first time,

and Cordon’s unorthodox style caused Axelsen
some early problems. “He has a really volatile play-
ing style,” said Axelsen. “He’s really aggressive,
playing tricky shots and a little bit unusual shots,
but with good quality. So it was tough for me to get
the pace high enough.”

Cordon still has a chance to claim Guatemala’s
second-ever Olympic medal in today’s bronze play-
off against Indonesia’s Anthony Sinisuka Ginting. “I
had a chance in the first set,” said Cordon, whose
run to the semis has captivated his native
Guatemala. “I took a risk to try to play faster than
him or try to attack with my smash, but there were

some easy mistakes. And of course, with these kind
of top players it’s not easy to win easy points.”

Rio champion Chen has the chance to emulate
Chinese badminton legend Lin Dan in winning con-
secutive Olympic titles, after beating Ginting 21-16,
21-11 in the other semi-final. “I didn’t think too
much about my strategy because it’s already the
semi-finals-I just needed to execute,” said Chen.
“Because I haven’t played internationally for the
past year and a half, I don’t know what level my
opponents are at. That was a big question mark
coming into the Olympics, so I’m happy I’ve been
able to play well.” — AFP

TOKYO: China’s Chen Yufei celebrates after beating Taiwan’s Tai Tzu-ying to win the women’s singles bad-
minton final match during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Musashino Forest Sports Plaza in Tokyo
yesterday. —AFP

TOKYO: Indian badminton star P V
Sindhu hopes she can inspire a new
generation after adding Tokyo
Olympic bronze to her 2016 silver
medal yesterday. The world champion
beat China’s He Bingjiao 21-13, 21-15
to add another prize to her collection,
five years after finishing second at the
Rio Games.

Now she hopes the world’s sec-
ond-most populous country can use
her achievement as a springboard for
more badminton success. “I’m sure a
lot of youngsters and others will get
motivated to work hard and come
up,” she said. “I’m sure we can do this.
If I can do it, everybody can do it.”

Sindhu was aiming to become only
the second Indian to win an individual
Olympic gold medal, but lost to

Taiwan’s Tai Tzu-ying in the semi-
finals. She said she was “sad” at not
being able to go one better than her
2016 silver.

But she was able to put the disap-
pointment behind her to claim bronze.
“I had to close all my emotions for this
one match and just give my all,” she
said. “I’m very happy and I think I’ve
done really well. Getting a medal for
the country is definitely a proud
moment for me and also the people
out there.” Sindhu followed up her
2016 Olympic silver by winning the
world title in 2019. She said she would
“definitely” look to challenge for
Olympic gold again at the 2024 Paris
Games, and backed herself to contin-
ue improving.

“Every time I win, it’s a stepping

stone,” said the 26-year-old. “It builds
up my motivation. I can do much better
and I can work harder. I think that’s my

passion towards the sport — once you
achieve something, you want to achieve
more and more.” — AFP

China’s Chen wins
gold to deny Taiwan
badminton double

‘Champ’ Matsuyama
distraught as
medal slips away
KAWAGOE: A distraught Hideki Matsuyama was
left heartbroken yesterday after failing to win a
medal at his home Olympics. In silver medal posi-
tion at the start of the day, a shot behind eventual
gold medalist Xander Schauffele, Asia’s first US
Masters champion fell at the first extra hole in a
seven-way playoff for bronze.

Matsuyama, 29, had to cope with the twin pres-
sures of carrying  Japan’s golden golfing hopes and
shaking off a bout of coronavirus just a month ago.
He had kept calm and in the mix all week, but wob-

bled when it mattered most, missing birdie putts on
each of the last four holes in regulation. Making just
one would have guaranteed a medal on a gripping
final day at Kasumigaseki Country Club.

“Since I was in contention, I was really hoping
that I could win a medal. I’m really disappointed I
wasn’t able to realize that,” said a visibly upset
Matsuyama, who usually displays little emotion.
Rory Sabbatini of Slovakia won silver, while
Taiwan’s C T Pan earned bronze after prevailing
in the agonizingly tense playoff on the fourth
extra hole.

“My goal was of course to win the gold. I knew
if I had ended my round with birdie, I was going to
get a bronze medal,” added Matsuyama, who
closed with a two-under 69 in favorable scoring
conditions and a 15-under 269 total.

“I’m left with a frustration that I wasn’t able to
convert the opportunities,” he said of falling away on

a course where he has enjoyed enormous success in
the past, winning the first of his two Asia-Pacific
Amateur Championships in 2010 and a Japan Junior
Championship. “I have no energy or endurance left
at this point. But I kept fighting at the end with my
heart. Unfortunately, I fell short at the end.”

Matsuyama, who has won six times on the US
PGA Tour, carded five birdies but his three bogeys
proved costly as he finished three adrift of
Schauffele. Following his historic Masters triumph at
Augusta National in April, where he became the
first Japanese male golfer to win a major, the entire
nation’s hopes were on Matsuyama to take gold for
the Olympic hosts.

“I was not able to deliver the performance I was
hoping for,” added Matsuyama. “At the same time,
the positive is that I was able to contend. “I just was
not able to put it together at the end. There are
some things I need to work on.” — AFP

TOKYO: India’s P V Sindhu poses with her women’s singles badminton bronze medal at
a ceremony during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Musashino Forest Sports
Plaza in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Gold medalist Germany’s Alexander
Zverev poses with his medal during the Tokyo
2020 Olympic men’s singles tennis medal
ceremony at the Ariake Tennis Park in Tokyo
yesterday. —AFP

India’s Sindhu hopes bronze can
inspire new badminton generation


